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Ode to Spring
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Once again, the weather gods won Ode to Spring. The wind
just wouldn t lie down enough for Balloonmeister Max
Harris to call a task. Registration was held at the National
Balloon Museum after the Open House to welcome the BFA
to their new offices at the museum. It was great to see all the
wonderful things that Becky and all have done at the
museum. 

After the pilots meeting, everyone adjourned to the
Balloonport for food, drinks & merriment! The pork was
great as was all the food brought by members. 

Barb Knoll, kidmeister gathered all the kids for their tasks &
prizes. Thanks to Barb & all her helpers. 

Bill Griffin & Rob Bartholomew then started the
announcements of the yearly awards. They welcomed Dan
& Nancy Griffin from Colorado who were attending their
first Ode. Nancy is a BFA Board member.  Also introduced
was Greg Marchant - the new Executive Director of the
National Balloon Classic. 

Last year s Crew of the Year - John Jensen s crew  - brought
forward the trophy & explained their addition to the trophy -
a small John Deere Tractor. The tractor is in honor of all the
farmers that use their tractors to pull vans, balloons, etc from
places they shouldn t be. The 2005 Crew of the Year - Jim
& Connie Thompson s crew.

Pilot of the Year - Patti Todden. Patti is a new pilot who
received her license in Albuquerque in February. 

Rob Bartholomew then made the announcement of the
prestigious Cleo Award - Phyllis Drake.

The 2004-2005 BOI Board was then introduced & awarded
plaques thanking them for their year of service to the club.
They were: Jen Nordhagen, Paul Randleman, Richard
Swanson, Leroy Clair & Sheri Clark.

2005-2006 BOI Board: Dick Drake, Al Appenzeller,
Todd Isley, Joel Worthington, Amy Williams. 

Congratulations to the 2004 BOI Champion - Benji
Clemons. Benji was awarded $90. 

Balloonmeister Max announced the winners for the indoor
task - identifying 63 balloons. #1 Gary Fouche #2 Cory

Bloom & Brad Craig (actually there was a tie, but Gary was
awarded 1st since it took Brad & Cory 2 brains to get all
right) #3 Benji Clemons. 

Thanks to the following for their contributions to the Pilot
Packs: Iowa Lutheran Hospital, McCoy Hardware, Medicap
Pharmacy (WHO Weather Guide), National Pork Board,
National Balloon Museum, Donna Rieck, Mary Conklin &
Mark Weeks.

Welcome to BOI

Welcome to the new members who were initiated into BOI
at the St. Patrick s Day party: Jason Scott, Yetska Roff, Matt
Cress, Ryan Kintzel, Charlie Thompson, Jeremy King, Mark
Fisher, Larene Fisher, Penny Pieper, Bob Pieper, Melissa
Harris, Tyler Pedersen, Brandon Pedersen, Charlie Fauser,
Lexi Nordhagen, Jen Galetich, Kaitlyn Galetich, Todd
Galetich, Anthony Galetich, Henry Thompson &  Clara
Thompson

Congratulations

Congratulations to Gerald & Mary Conklin - named
Volunteers of the Year by the Indianola Chamber of
Commerce. They were nominated by Gary and Dixie Ruble
for all their years of support in ballooning.
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Letter from President

Meika

Hello to all my friends !

Spring is officially here and I think it is my favorite time of year.  Everything is turning
green, my family is busy in the fields, and optimism is high for great flying weather.
Optimism was, of course, high for Ode To Spring, but once again weather prevailed.

Spirits were not dampened, however, with great food, camaraderie, awards and the
presentation of new Board members.  Vice President Sandy and I discussed having a
New Board Member orientation but Dad said they would all hit the ground with their
feet running.  We re not sure what that means but assume it s a pilot thing.

There is lots of discussion around the Balloonport about the BOI Retirement Committee
because some members have apparently disappeared.  Our Treasurer reports that
committee expenses continue so it is presumed that progress is being made.  It is
requested that anyone having information about missing committee members please
contact me at the Balloonport.  If you don t have information, stop by for a visit
anyway.  This is a great time of year to sit on an envelope in the sun and visit.

I hope your best flights are still to come.  Always remember to

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Well, another Ode to Spring has passed us.  Once again, the same story...."Mother
Nature Wins again".  Even though we didn't fly, it was still good to see everyone. I sure
had a good time.  Once again, good food from the membership.

I would like to take this time to welcome the new BOI board of directors.  I think we
are going to have another good year!  To the out going board, Thank-you for all you
have done.  We have accomplished a lot things during the year and also had a really
good time.  The founding fathers have done an outstanding job in picking the BOI
board of directors.  Thank-you to everyone who helped coordinate Ode and thank-you
for all those who stuck around to help clean up.

With Balloon events coming up soon, don't forget to check your equipment to make
sure everything is in order.  In talking to several people at Ode, everyone is getting
anxious for events to get started or just to get out to fly!    

I hope everyone had an opportunity to stop by Godfathers in Indianola on Friday, April
29th for the Godfathers/National Museum fund-raising evening. All pop sales and tips
were donated to the National Balloon Museum.  From what I have heard, it sounds like
they did pretty good.  It was great news to hear that there were so many visitors at the
Museum's open house on Saturday April 30th.  It is really neat to have a museum where
we can show case hot air/gas ballooning.  What would happen if we didn't have the
museum?  How would we show case the history of ballooning to future generations?
It was really neat to see that the Classic and the BFA offices were both open as well.

Well, it's getting time for Survivor and the Apprentice.  Definitely a night for reality
TV.   Hope this finds everyone doing well.  If you are every in Radcliff, IA stop by and
say "hi".   

Keep looking up!
Sandy Drake
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