
May - June, 2010

Ode to Spring

BOI Members from far & wide gathered at the
balloonport for the yearly celebration of Ode to Spring.
Unfortunately, the weather gods didn’t favor us with
flyable weather, but the good food & adult
refreshments almost made up for that. Members dined
on pork loin and pot-luck, and as usual, the food was
great!

After the meal, MCs Bill Griffin & Rob Bartholomew
announced the awards for the night. 

Last year’s Crew of the Year – the Kochheiser
family returned the traveling trophy. They added a
white rabbit (from Alice in Wonderland). This may
be in reference to “I’m late, I’m late” – their pilot??
(Bill Griffin)

2010 Crew of the Year - Keith Welling & Jo
Patterson, crew for the Community Bank Balloon.
Rob is sure that they will display the trophy in a
prominent place in the bank.

Pilot of the Year – John Jensen, Jr.

Cleo Award – Al Appenzeller for all his work on
Ground School over the past few years & other BOI
activities. 

2009 BOI Champion – Todd Isley. 2nd place Brad
Craig, 3rd place – Rob Bartholomew. 

The outgoing board were introduced & given
plaques – Missy Bloom, Tim Cloyd, Jake
Hermanson, Darcy Hoch & Karen Worthington.

The 2010-2011 BOI Board was then announced -
Shanda Bolton, Elsie Cloyd, Marcy Hoch, Preston
Gebhart & Allan Keller. 

Thanks to Al Appenzeller & his father Terry
Appenzeller for providing the DJ service and the Wii
games.  Thanks to the Craig family for cooking the
meat. 

Balloonmeister Al announced that the Ode to Spring
flight is not canceled, just postponed. Hopefully we’ll
be able to schedule one in the next couple of weeks. 

Editor’s note – due to wind, rain, and other
complications, the Ode to Spring flight was eventually
canceled. Hopefully the spring is not an indication of
how the rest of the year will go. 

St. Patrick’s Day Party

The spring tradition of the BOI St. Patty’s Day party
and initiation of new members was indeed a festive
occasion. Several members brought Irish stew and
judges Jerry Bolton & Jeremy King judged the
cook-off. The winners were: #1 – Jim Fromm, #2 -
Erica Moen. Congratulations.  

After the meal of Irish Stew & other fine dishes
brought by BOI members, MC Bill Griffin and Giant
Leprechauns Jim Fromm & Derek Nordhagen
commenced the initiation of new members. New
members included:

Jen Porter
Jan Porter

Mackenzie Ellis
Karene Ellis
Lori Curtis

Shelby Curtis
Ashley Curtis
Abby Curtis
Bob Deskin

Shelley Deskin
Riley Nordhagen

Nick McCoy
Nate Guffey
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Balloons Over Iowa President
Meika Bartholomew

Balloons Over Iowa Vice-President
Sandy Drake

Founding Fathers
Rob Bartholomew
Terry Boettcher

Bill Griffin
Don Prine
Jerry Riley

2010-2011 Balloons Over Iowa 
Board Members

Shanda Bolton
Elsie Cloyd

Preston Gebhart
Marcy Hoch
Allan Keller

Treasurer                 Secretary
Jen Nordhagen            Carol Harris

Newsletter Editor                 Webmeister   
Carol Harris                     Joel Worthington

BOI Web site
www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com

 

Advertising Rates
Insert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30.00
Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00
Half Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00
Quarter Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00
Business Cards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50

Please send all ads to:
Carol Harris
2305 Hillside Ave
West Des Moines, IA 50265
e-mail: hotairflyn@aol.com  
Phone 515 221-3193

Touch And Go is a bi-monthly publication of the
Balloons over Iowa Balloon Club. Opinions
expressed and advertising appearing in this
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or
endorsements of the BOI Club or its members. The
BOI Club or its members can not be held liable for
the failure of any advertised product. 

We authorize the reprinting of any original work in
this newsletter, please credit Balloons Over Iowa
Touch & Go as the source.

Letter from President Meika
Well, it looks like spring is finally here, and we can put that terrible winter
behind us. However, we’ll have to make it through our share of terrible
spring weather too. Has everyone else had enough of this rain? Dad won’t
let me out of the house much lately. He’s afraid I’ll get dirty. I suppose he
has a point. I always promise to stay clean, but I just can’t avoid those
puddles. 

It was too bad that we weren’t able to get an Ode flight in this year, but I
heard the party was a good time. There was a lot of food, and finally
enough deviled eggs to last until the food line started. I wish I would have
gotten a chance to play the Wii with the kids at the party, but alas, I don’t
have opposable thumbs (which makes typing this letter all the more
impressive), and they haven’t yet come out with drool-proof doggy
Wii-motes. Best get going, the weather is much nicer today than it has
been the last week, so I’m going to go bug Dad to let me out. Happy and
safe flying everyone. Hope to see some of you “dropping in” soon.

Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy
Happy Spring to all my friends out there,

I know spring is here now as I saw my first dandelion today.  It is always
fun to watch Mom and Dad trying to stop them from showing their pretty
yellow faces in the luscious new green grass.  Another spring event.   Was
your  Easter fun??  When I was younger I loved the Easter egg hunts with
the younger family members.  Now I don’t have that much energy, but
enjoy watching.  Still don’t know how that Easter bunny got past me to
hide the goodies all those years. 

This time of year also brings out the beautiful hot air balloons--they sort
of resemble Easter eggs.  Time for the new balloonists to show their first
balloons to all.  It is a good time to visit the balloonport and meet all the
new pilots and hear their stories.  Sometimes they bring along new friends
for me to play with.

I hear via Facebook that there is as group wanting to put together  a
ballooning event over in Poland later this year. Wouldn’t that be a super
trip and maybe could make it a club sponsored paid trip looking for
Retirement home sites ….Just a thought.  Facebook is a good way to keep
up with ballooning friends.  Meika and I share news about happenings at
the balloonport.

Speaking of news--don’t forget about the BFA convention coming in 2011
to Des Moines.  Dad is on the board so I get in on some meeting reports in
the kitchen with Mom.  Be a volunteer, lots will be needed.  I think I
would make a nice greeter…WOOF!!

I’m tired after all this, so nap time.  Looking forward to seeing my old and
new friends at the balloonport, coming out after the terrible winter and
enjoying the dandelions coloring the ground and balloons coloring the sky.

FLY SAFE AND BE SAFER ON THE GROUND!!!!!!!

All for now,
Sandy Drake

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
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U. S. Ballooning Hall of Fame Induction 
National Balloon Museum

Sunday August 1, 2010 at 2:00 pm. 

Joe Kittinger, Tom Sheppard and Anthony Fairbanks will be
the inductees this year.

Mr. Kittinger is best known for his record setting parachute
jump from a balloon on August 16, 1960 from an altitude of
102,800 feet.  In that jump he approached the speed of sound
at 614 mph and opened his parachute at 18,000 feet.  He
made five stratospheric balloon flights. He was the first
person to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean in a helium
balloon from Maine to Italy in 1984. He won the Gordon
Bennett Balloon Race 3 times in a row to retire the trophy
and then won it a fourth time.

Mr. Sheppard has an extensive record of leadership roles in
the Balloon Federation of America including past president
and Chairman of BFA Competition Division rules
committee.  He is considered the father of modern balloon
competition in the United States and has been a leader and
participant in many international ballooning competition
events. He is also the recipient of many ballooning awards.

Mr. Fairbanks began flying gas balloons in 1931 and was a
charter member of the Balloon Club of America which was
formed n 1952.  He also became the first Balloon Pilot
Examiner in the United States.  He was the pilot of the
balloon "La Coquette" used in the movie, "Around the
World in Eighty Days". 

Additional happenings at the National Balloon Museum:

• Check out the Red Bull Stratos Project on Google and
learn all about  Joe Kittinger’s record. Felix
Baumgartner from Austria is trying to break his record.
It is sponsored by Red Bull and the DM office has been
very helpful. This will happen between  now and
August.

A whirlwind of events is going to hit the National Balloon
Museum in Indianola, Iowa during the National Balloon
Classic July 30th-August 7th:

• July 31, 2010 (Saturday) 1:00-3:00 p.m. Speaker: Early
balloonist Don Capelan from St. Louis is speaking on
"Early Ballooning Stories--The Good Old Days"

• August 1, 2010  (Sunday): 

12:30-1:45 - Book signing for the new
autobiography by Joe Kittinger  "Come Up and Get
Me!"

2:00-4:00 - U. S. Ballooning Hall of Fame Induction

4:00-5:00 - Book signing for the new autobiography
by Joe Kittinger  "Come Up and Get Me!" and book
signing for "Indianola: Ballooning Capital of Iowa"

by Dennis D. Nicholson and Becky S. Wigeland
August 3, 2010 (Tuesday) - 1:00-3:00 Robert von
Zeppelin from Toccata, Georgia, Great-great grand
nephew of Ferdinand Graf Von Zeppelin, speaking
on the "Trials and Tribulations of Ferdinand Graf
von Zeppelin"

• August 5,2010 (Thursday) 1:00-3:00 - Viewing of the
new movie "The Red Baron"

Becky Wigeland
National Balloon Museum
1601 North Jefferson, PO Box 149
Indianola, IA  50125-0149
Museum: 515 961 3714
balloonmuseum@bfa.net

 

Distinguished Community Service
Achievement Award 

Congratulations to Dennis Nicholson, who was recently
awarded the Simpson College Distinguished Community
Service Achievement Award for 2009. Dennis is the
Assistant to the Curator at the National Balloon Museum. 

The new Pizza Ranch Restaurant in Indianola will be
featuring Balloon Photos taken by Dennis Nicholson and by
Ward Roscoe. 
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NTSB Reports

NTSB Identification: CEN09LA009
Friday, October 10, 2008 in Rio Rancho, NM
Aircraft: Sproul 72K-TET, registration: N72KX
Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious.

The pilots were participating in a balloon festival. A witness
stated that the balloon was traveling northeast between 15
and 20 knots. The wind was gusting between 20 and 25
knots. The witness said, "As the balloon proceeded towards
me...I noticed that there was no heat given to the envelope.
[As the balloon flew over a ditch and upward slope, it]
encountered an updraft from the low level winds causing this
accident." Photographs taken by witnesses show the balloon
approaching power lines. Neither pilot had their hands on
the burner control. When the balloon struck the power lines,
the suspension cables were partially severed. The fuel line
was completely severed and began spewing liquid propane,
and the basket caught fire. The occupants and part of the
basket fell to the ground. The envelope drifted off and was
later recovered some 7 miles away from the power lines. The
recorded winds at the time of the accident were from 130
degrees at 4 knots.  The National Transportation Safety
Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as
follows:  The pilot's failure to maintain clearance from the
power lines and the failure of either pilot to take any
corrective action to avoid the collision. Contributing to the
accident was the pilot-in-command's inadequate supervision
of the pilot-rated passenger.

NTSB Identification: CEN09CA159
Saturday, January 31, 2009 in La Junta, CO
Aircraft: CAMERON BALLOONS US V-90, registration:
N2097H
Injuries: 1 Serious.

While landing a hot air balloon, the pilot encountered
surface winds estimated at 22 mph and gusting to 28 mph.
At 20 to 25 feet above ground level, the pilot shut off the
burner and prepared for the landing. The hot air balloon
descended 400 to 450 feet per minute, impacted hard on
downward sloping terrain, and was dragged approximately
360 feet by the wind before coming to rest. The pilot
suffered two broken ankles. There were no reported
pre-impact anomalies. The National Transportation Safety
Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as
follows: The pilot's failure to maintain a safe rate of descent
during landing. Contributing to the accident was the strong
surface winds.

NTSB Identification: CEN09CA162

Sunday, February 08, 2009 in Terre Haute, IN
Aircraft: Cameron Balloons V-77, registration: N7524J
Injuries: 1 Minor, 1 Uninjured.

The balloon pilot and passenger departed on a personal
flight and flew for 30-40 minutes, during which the pilot
performed a simulated "pilot light failure" emergency
procedure. The pilot performed the simulation so as to
"teach" the passenger the procedure. The pilot light was
reportedly not extinguished during or after the simulation.
Following the simulation, the pilot began a stair-step climb
for the approach to a landing area during which the pilot
light extinguished at the last stop of the climb. The pilot said
he had three sources of ignition aboard: a flint spark
provided by the balloon manufacturer, a grill lighter, and a
wind proof grill lighter. He could not relight the pilot light
after three attempts, and also attempted to light fuel from the
whisper and blast valves. The pilot stated that fuel emanated
from these valves during the relight attempts. There was
about 25 gallons of fuel remaining at the time of the
accident. The pilot then pulled the "red line or deflation line"
to deflate the balloon. The balloon descended into
180-foot-high power lines and caught fire, which consumed
the basket and envelope. The pilot was uninjured and the
passenger received minor injuries. The pilot accumulated a
total flight time of 30 hours in lighter-than-air aircraft, of
which 15 hours were in the accident make and model. He
last performed a "pilot light failure" emergency procedure
about 5 months prior to the accident flight.  The National
Transportation Safety Board determines the probable
cause(s) of this accident as follows: The loss of the burner
pilot light during approach to the landing area and the pilot's
failure to relight the burner using alternate sources.

NTSB Identification: WPR09CA207
Accident occurred Saturday, April 18, 2009 in Tracy, CA
Aircraft: AEROSTAR INTERNATIONAL INC RAVEN
S49A, registration: N6378E
Injuries: 1 Serious, 1 Uninjured.

The pilot reported that while approaching an open field for
landing, the balloon suddenly slowed down. Shortly after, he
noticed that the balloon had contacted power line wires and
that the lines were traveling down the side of the balloon's
envelope and uprights and trapped his passenger against the
basket. The pilot stated that the passenger was able to free
herself as he was able to kick the wires from the corner of
the basket. The balloon subsequently ascended about 200
feet. The pilot proceeded to initiate a landing in the nearest
open field and landed without further incident. The pilot
further reported that neither he nor his passenger saw the
power lines prior to impact. Examination of the hot air
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balloon revealed that the envelope and basket sustained
minor damage; however, the passenger sustained serious
injuries.  The National Transportation Safety Board
determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows:
The pilot's failure to maintain clearance from the power
lines.

NTSB Identification: ERA09CA276
Sunday, April 26, 2009 in Louisville, KY
Aircraft: ARBC INC DBA LINDSTRAND 60X,
registration: N877LX
Injuries: 1 Serious, 1 Uninjured.

The pilot of the balloon located a landing area after
completing a racing event. The pilot stated that he briefed
the passenger prior to the landing to hold on to the basket
handles. The pilot positioned himself in the front of the
basket, with the passenger behind him. The landing was a
normal, "stand-up landing." The passenger lost her grip from
the handles and she consequently pitched forward as they
bumped the ground and came to a stop. The passenger
complained that her ankle hurt as she exited the basket. At
first it was believed the passenger suffered a sprained ankle.
A medical evaluation, 2 days later, discovered a fracture
above the ankle. The National Transportation Safety Board
determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows:
The passenger's inadequate bracing during landing.

NTSB Identification: CEN09LA318
Monday, May 25, 2009 in Albuquerque, NM
Aircraft: AEROSTAR INTERNATIONAL INC S-60A,
registration: N120RB
Injuries: 1 Serious, 4 Uninjured.

On a scenic balloon flight with four passengers, the pilot
located a clear area to land the balloon. As the pilot
maneuvered the balloon to the area, the wind the pilot was
expecting did not materialize and the pilot picked an
alternate site. In order to remain clear of obstacles, the pilot
"vented" the balloon "and had a hard landing." During the
landing, one of the passengers sustained a broken ankle.
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the
probable cause(s) of this accident as follows: The pilot's
excessive descent rate.

NTSB Identification: CEN09CA358
Saturday, June 13, 2009 in Marathon City, WI
Aircraft: AEROSTAR INTERNATIONAL INC RX-9,
registration: N9116M
Injuries: 1 Serious, 3 Minor, 1 Uninjured.

The pilot and four paying passengers departed in a free air

balloon. The local area surface weather observations
indicated that the winds were consistently from the
northwest at 6 – 8 knots. Around the time of the balloon
launch, the winds were observed to be 300 degrees at 6
knots. About 3 minutes after liftoff, the balloon was heading
180 degrees at 10 knots about 800 feet above ground level.
The winds on the ground suddenly increased to about 25
mph, and the balloon experienced strong wind gusts. The
pilot reported that about 9 minutes after takeoff, a big wind
gust “caved in” half the balloon and the mouth was “almost
shut.” The pilot decided to get the balloon on the ground at
the nearest suitable field, and instructed the passengers to
prepare for a hard landing. The balloon hit hard, bounced in
the air about 30 feet, and traveled about 200 feet before it hit
the ground again. The balloon tipped on its side and one of
the passengers partially fell out of the basket, but was
restrained by the pilot and a passenger. The wind dragged
the basket about 125 feet where the passenger fell out the
basket and into a ditch. The basket was dragged about
another 60 feet before it came to a stop in another field. The
passenger was seriously injured. The balloon sustained
minor damage.  The National Transportation Safety Board
determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows:
A hard landing as a result of unexpected high winds and
gusts.

NTSB Identification: CEN09CA496
Tuesday, August 04, 2009 in Albuquerque, NM
Aircraft: LINDSTRAND BALLOONS 240A, registration:
N494LB
Injuries: 1 Serious, 4 Uninjured.

After a sight-seeing flight, the pilot located an area to land
the balloon, and briefed the passengers for the landing. The
pilot stated that he "landed in soft sand ... going
approximately 10 miles-per-hour." The basket slid for
approximately 15 feet before tipping over, coming to rest on
its side. As the pilot began to unload the passengers, one of
passengers complained of pain in her right arm/shoulder
area. The passenger was transported to the hospital, and later
was determined that she had suffered a broken arm. The
National Transportation Safety Board determines the
probable cause(s) of this accident as follows: A run-on
landing of the balloon causing the basket to tip over,
resulting in a passenger's injury.
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