
September - October, 2009

National Balloon Classic

The time between Classics goes so fast - hard to believe it
was time for another 10 days of fun, flying, tailgating &
catching up with old friends. The Balloonmeister was Bill
Clemons, with son Benji as assistant Balloonmeister.
Weather guys were Steve West and Brad Temeyer. 

Friday night s flight was an X at the field and the Don
Kerstan memorial outhouse task.  No one knocked over the
outhouse, but Jeff Thompson won the FIT.  

Saturday morning the flight was canceled due to a front
going through and high winds aloft. Saturday evening was
an event new to Indianola -  John Ninomiya launched his
helium cluster balloon. He flew off the field first, then the
pilots followed in an impressive mass ascension. Seems like
it happens every year - a pilot flies off with his keys & this
year Leroy Clair got it out of the way early! Many pilots
returned to the field for a beautiful night glow. 

Sunday morning competition started with a 3 part task - a
FIT south of town, a CRAT at the middle school and a
Hesitation Waltz. Winners of the first 3 tasks were Brad
Craig, Scott Armstrong, and Crispin Williams. Sunday
afternoon was the Hall of Fame induction at the Balloon
Museum honoring Karl & Lucy Stefan and Jim Winker.
Sunday evening the weather report took about 60 seconds -
it s too windy. Bill had been told that pilots wanted things
the way that it used to be .  So, he pulled out a couple of
leisure suit jackets & asked some of the mature pilots to
model them. He then called for a new task - Dancing for
Dollars

 

- to disco music, wearing leisure suit jackets. The
Classic queen chose Dick Drake, he asked Julie Ricke to
dance with him.  They passed an album jacket around &
collected $104.01. They danced for about 30 sec.  The
money was donated to Mrs. Claus - Tesha Huffaker & her
Christmas charity. 

Monday morning s flight was weathered out. Monday
evening the even numbered pilots would fly off the field in
a Basset & a Bunny

 

task  - Benji was the Bunny. Odd
numbered pilots would fly in. The two tasks were won by
Mark Harris & Brad Temeyer. Following the flight was the
Sports Page party. 

(continued on page 4)

FAA Mandates Plastic Pilot Certificates

Still hanging onto your paper pilot certificate? You ll need
to upgrade to a  plastic pilot certificate by March 31, 2010.
The FAA announced the required switch to the certificate it
deems is more counterfeit resistant.

If you are attached to your paper certificate and original
issuance date (the  plastic certificate will have a new one),
don t worry. You can keep your  paper  certificate for
nostalgia; you just can t use it to fly. 

Simply request the replacement from the FAA s Web site
(http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certificat
ion/certificate_replacement/) . The cost is $2. 

    

BOI Halloween Party
Saturday, October 31st

6:30 p.m.
Pumpkin Carving Contest

Chili Cook-off
Costume Judging

Theme:
Redneck/H illbilly"

Note from the editor: 

Sorry about the mess on last month s newsletter. I received
some corrections from Mr. Dunn after I had taken the
newsletter to print. I had intended to get the newsletter out
before RAGBRAI, but you know what they say about good
intentions. 

I joked with someone at the Classic that I thought I d make
the next issue all photos, so I didn t have to write any
articles. I almost accomplished that - seven pages of photos.
Thanks to all who contributed photos & articles! 

Thanks to all who helped with Max s incident at the Classic
& thanks to all those who checked up on me & those who
offered any assistance that we needed. Carol

http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certificat
ion/certificate_replacement/
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Letter from President Meika

Unfortunately, Dad didn t let me attend the Classic this year, so I had
to stay home and dream about the wonderful sights in the skies above
Indianola. Fortunately, I was given a detailed rundown of everything
that happened, plus I ve been able to look at some pictures, so I
almost feel like I was there. Maybe I can go next year if I work a little
harder on the proverbial puppy dog eyes

 
my friends keep telling me

about. Congrats to Jeremy on some very fine flying this year as well
as to all the rest of the Iowa pilots who finished well.

On a side note, congratulations to the Hawkeyes on a good win
against the Cyclones. Here s one fan that wishes success for both
teams for the rest of the season. Talk of football reminds me that fall
is upon us, so be sure to take advantage of the good flying
opportunities we have left. I m obviously not a pilot, but I wouldn t
want to go all winter wishing I d taken that one last flight when the
conditions were still comfortable.

Unfortunately, keyboards aren t made for these paws I ve got, so I m
going to have to wrap this up before I need to give up my turn on the
computer. Here comes Dad now, so I ve got to go

As always, fly safely.

Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Greetings from Radcliff, IA, I hope this finds everyone doing well
and getting lots of ballooning time in.   

As I m pawing this article out, I m amazed me that it is August 30
and today s high hasn t even reached 70 degrees yet.   I m not even
sure we really had much of a summer, well except for the 2-3 days
towards the end of the National Balloon Classic when the temperature
went from 70 to 100 degrees within  a day.  I m not even going to ask
what winter will be like and how soon it will get here.

Speaking of the National Balloon Classic, wow, talk about an
exciting event this year.   I wasn t able to get the field as much as I
would have liked to.  Someone had to stay back at the Drake Family
motor coach while Mom and Dad (Phyllis and Dick Drake) went to
go play.   The Drake motor coach this year was parked at the Bloom s
Camping Grounds located just west of the National Balloon Classic
Field.  Thank you to Thad and Peggy Bloom for allowing the Drake
Family to park the motor coach at the Bloom home during the event.
I was able to lie outside the motor coach in the morning/evenings and
watch the balloons fly over.  I really enjoyed Wednesday evening,
during the event, watching the National Balloon Classic s biggest
Wednesday night glow. What an awesome sight...over 70 balloons
glowing! I ve heard many stories floating around about the Classic
and have heard many of you had submitted photos and I know Carol
has  told  me she  has  a  lot  of  photos as  well.   Great  job  to  the

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
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Balloonmeister (Bill Clemons) and his officials, NBC
officials, volunteers, pilots, and crews!  I m looking
forward to the 2011 National Balloon Classic.

Many of you who attended one of National Balloon
Classic pilots meeting, had an opportunity to see Julie
Ricke and Dick Disco Daddy Drake show off their
disco moves.  Many of you who were not able to see their
performance probably received a video message on your
cell phones or pulled it up on Facebook and/or YouTube.
One has to love modern technology. Due to the large
amount of compliments that have come in on their wild
disco moves, Dick and Julie s managers are working on
getting them a spot to audition for America s Got Talent! 
Dad and Julie weren t sure they could sway the votes of
Pierce, Sharon Osborne, and David Hasselhoff, but I
suggested a few more wild disco moves Dad could get
Sharon s vote and Julie, with her smooth moves could
easily get Pierce and David s vote.  So, will they audition
for America s Got Talent next season?  Stay tuned.

Congratulations go out to Carl and Lucy Stefan and Jim
Winker, all three were recently inducted into the US
Ballooning Hall of Fame at the National Balloon Museum
in Indianola, IA.  One has to pose the question, where
would hot air ballooning be today, if it weren t for Carl,
Lucy, and Jim?

BFA Nationals in Battle Creek, MI are finishing up.   I
hope everyone who went had a safe trip and enjoyed the
ballooning.   Is it true weather man Brad Temeyer has a
few new weather catch phrases?

Several of you headed to Brookfield, MO for the Labor
Day weekend Balloon Derby and will be going to Creston
the third weekend in September.  These two events have
and will always continue to be fun.  Both events have
great community support!  

In about a month or so, the Iowa group will be heading
down to Albuquerque, NM for the 2009 Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta.  I m not going to say have fun to this
group, as this group pretty much knows how to have fun
and then some!  If anyone from the BOI club goes down
for the first time please be sure to write an article about
your first time experience down at Fiesta.  We would love
to hear about it.

Normally at this time, on a late Sunday afternoon, It
would be off for a walk to the Cardinal café here in
Radcliff, IA. I have some sad news to report - the
Cardinal Café has closed.  The previous owners had been
looking to sell for some time, but unfortunately it was too
late to find new owners. The tasty treat had to close.  I m

trying to convince the folks to buy the place and re-open
as an ice cream place or better yet, a doggie café or spa!
Unfortunately, Mom and Dad are just shaking their heads
and laughing about the new business venture.  So, I guess
I ll see what happens in the near future!  They sure seem
to shake their heads a lot when I bring up new business
ventures.  I don t understand why.

It s time for me to sign off for now.  Hope to see everyone
at the Balloons Over Iowa club meeting or even at the
BOI Halloween Party scheduled for October 31st.  Until
next time, keep looking up!  

Sandy Drake

PS - Remember to check out the National Balloon
Museum s Facebook site!

Hello fellow Balloonists,

Since moving to Iowa 5 years ago, I ve been trying to
transfer my pilot s & balloon s registration to Iowa
from Illinois. It has canceled or deleted my registry, but
Iowa can t seem to get the job done on registering. I ve
contacted Des Moines several times in several ways,
but still no response. Can someone in BOI help please?

Thanks in advance.

Lightly, Mary

Mary Huntington
1344 Village Creek Dr.
Lansing, IA 52151
Wooff-wooff@peoplepc.com
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National Balloon Classic (continued)

Tuesday morning the officials called a 4 part task -
Minimum Distance Double Drop, Judge Declared goal,
Watership down & Hesitation Waltz.  The winds were
changing by the minute - several pilots changed their minds
several times. Some looked for over an hour for a launch
spot. The winds were initially very slow, but then after many
were in the air, the winds picked up. The MinDDD and JDG
were both won by Chris Reinert.  The Watership Down was
won by Jeremy King. Rob Nutting won the Hesitation
Waltz, since he was the only one who scored. Tuesday
evening the field was split - half flying in, half flying out. 

Wednesday morning was beautiful - cool temps & nice
winds. Bill called a 5 part task - a FIT, Max distance double
drop, JDG, CRAT, and another JDG. All the pilots did a
fantastic job - 73 scored on the first target, 62 on the
MxDDD, 60 on the JDG, 72 on the CRAT and 46 on the
final target.  It made for some great shows & lots of work for
the scorers! Todd Isley won the first target, Ryan Kintzel the
MxDDD, Maurey Petrehn the JDG, Gary Haynes the CRAT,
and Rhett Heartsill the last JDG. Wednesday night all pilots
flew into the field. Brad Craig won the FIT. Following the
flight was the Night Glow Extravaganza - and extravagant
it was - 71 balloons. Amazingly beautiful. 

Thursday morning was a 2 part task - FIT & Hesitation
Waltz. Todd Isley won the FIT and Ralph Rieck won the
Hesitation Waltz. The winds switched almost 180o from
when the first pilots took off until the second group got in
the air.  Thursday evening was a short, fast flight into the
field. Gary Haynes won the task. 

Friday morning everyone got to stay in bed - it was too
windy & there were storms around.  Friday evening was also
too windy. Everyone was congratulating the top finishers,
but Bill said that this game wasn t over - if at all possible,
we d be flying tomorrow morning. 

But Saturday morning came & the winds hadn t gone away.
It was greater than 10 knots on the surface & 50 knots at
1500 feet. Bill said he was optimistic, but even he couldn t
pull this off. Pilots & crews gave Bill a standing ovation for
a job well done. Saturday evening was the Awards ceremony
- crowning Jeremy Rubin - his second National Balloon
Classic win! Other awards given:

Crew of the Year - Randy Stone s crew

Jon Russell award - Joel Worthington

Newcomer of the year - Rhett Heartsill

Landowner of the year - Alan McGruder

2009 National Balloon Classic top 20:

1. Jeremy Rubin 11. Ryan Kintzel
2. Todd Isley 12. Ken Walter
3. Rob Bartholomew 13. Grant Pfeifer
4. Joe Heartsill 14. Steve Jones
5. Chris Reinert 15. Gary Haynes
6. Brad Craig 16. John Jensen
7. Mark Harris 17. Maurey Petrehn
8. Rhett Heartsill 18. Bill Bussey
9. Scott Armstrong 19. Tom Ricke
10. Jim Gualdoni 20. Brian Seymour

Due to the scoring differences, the top 3 for the BFA North
Central Regional were different than the top 3 of the
Classic:

1. Rob Bartholomew
2. Jeremy Rubin
3. Todd Isley
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Congratulations

Brandon Bloom - received his private license 7/31

Bob Shelton received his commercial license.

Brad Smith soloed 8/7

Eric Kennedy soloed 7/19

Brad & Trisha Smith purchased a new balloon in
August.

BOI Reflector

There is a Reflector / Discussion list for BOI Members. It is
similar to the International Balloon Reflector, but much less
emails. Any message sent into the group will be sent out to
all who subscribe. It can be used to make announcements,
discuss events, discuss weather, tell about a recent flight,
gather others for a flight, or just to say "Howdy". To
S u b s c r i b e - g o t o t h e w e b s i t e :
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BalloonsOverIowa or email:
BalloonsOverIowa-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

 

Then to
s e n d m e s s a g e s t o t h e l i s t - e m a i l
BalloonsOverIowa@yahoogroups.com

 

Contact me
(hotairflyn@aol.com) with any questions or for more

information.  Carol

Light The Night Walk 

I am once again looking for pilots that would like to donate
some time and their balloon. I am in charge of finding
balloons for the Light The Night Walk for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society.  It is a good cause. I was told that they
might be able to give a T-shirt and some food if you glow or
fly from the site.  

It will once again be held at West Glen, but it has been made
larger by adding ground to the west. This year we will have
room for more balloons, probably as many as we can get.  If
I get 30 people we will have room.  There are four large
grass areas for us to use.  

If you have some extra time September 26th from 5:30 to
about 8 this is a worthy event.  Please let me know if you
can come.  I would like to get some balloons that for sure

will be there.  Thanks again everyone.  Call or email me if
you have questions.

Jeremy King
515-249-9790
flyinkoat@mchsi.com

Balloons Over Iowa Repair Station

Rob & Linda Bartholomew

18999 Blue Pl., Carlisle, IA

Phone: 515 989-3708

email: balloonsoveriowa@msn.com

Happy Anniversary

John & Barbara Lewis 10-1
Ken & Shanda Bolton 10-5
Stan & Shirley Burgers 10-6
Mark & Deanna Ziino 10-10
Dennis & Luana Shull 10-13
Shawn & Jodi Erger 10-15
Chris & Angie Reinert 10-19
Denny & Lynn Craig 10-20
Tim & Elsie Cloyd 10-23
   
Anthony & Kerrie VanBroekhuizen 11-7
John & Tracy Jensen 11-8
Jacob & Jennifer Hermanson 11-11
Max & Carol Harris 11-11
Robert & Cynthia Nutting 11-19
Alex & Chris Oponski 11-20
Stephen & Sharon Foltz 11-25
Dan & Katie Walker 11-27
Casey & Tamara Frame 11-28

The July BOI newsletter cost about $1 per issue to
print and over $1 to mail.  If you have high speed
internet, please consider changing to the email
version of the newsletter. An email will come with a
link to the BOI website - you can then read the
newsletter or download a .pdf file. Help out the BOI
treasury and your BOI newsletter editor!

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BalloonsOverIowa
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Calendar of Events

September 20 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

October 3 - 11 Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
Contact: Pat Brake, 888-422-7277

October 18 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

October 31 6:00pm BOI Halloween Party BOI
Balloonport, Carlisle, IA

November 1 Time Change Fall Back .

November 15 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

January 16, 2010 National Balloon Museum Ballooning
Fashion Flare Style Show and Brunch at First
United Methodist Church, Indianola

January 17, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

February 21, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

March 21, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

April 18, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

May 16, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

June 20, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

June 25-27, 2010 Ottumwa Pro Balloon Race Contact
D a l e o r H o l l y D o m m e r a t
Ottumwaproballooonrace @yahoo.com or 641-684-
8999

July 18, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

August 15, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

September 3-6, 2010  Great Pershing Balloon Derby
Brookfield, MO. Contact Sherry Techau 660 258-
5290 or rstechau@classicnet.net

September 19, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

October 17, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

November 21, 2010  6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting

Race organizers - please send your dates, etc for 2010  to
Carol - hotairflyn@aol.com

New email address:

Tim & Elise Cloyd:  tecvisions@hotmail.com

Happy 
Nazzle Jensen 10-1
Kierstin Keller 10-1
Dennis Shull 10-1
Scott Allsup 10-2
Trinity  Keller 10-3
Pamela Winkenwerder 10-3
Rhonda Bishop 10-4
Alisa Lawrence 10-4
Mark Weeks 10-6
Dena Dittmer 10-7
John Parezo 10-7
Jerry Riley 10-8
Rhonda Thomm 10-8
BJ Anderson 10-10
Sean Carey 10-10
Allan Keller 10-10
Scott Moon 10-10
Alex Funaro 10-11
Caitlin Oponski 10-11
Mary Eagan 10-13
Jim E. Phelan 10-13
Russell Winkenwerder10-13
Emily Fenster 10-14
Tracy Jensen 10-14
Shari Hillary 10-15
Hana Appenzeller 10-16
Gina Garrett 10-17
O'Brien Steve 10-17
Shanda Bolton 10-18
Jerry Bolton 10-19
Savannah Christian 10-20
Jim Thompson 10-20
Joe Thompson 10-20
Roger Woodruff 10-20
Esther Snyder 10-21
Spencer Conlin 10-25
Ruth Holcomb 10-26
Brett Boerner 10-29
Kay Fee 10-29

Birthday
Kim Anderson 11-1

Troy Ohnemus 11-1
Avery Rubin 11-2
CJ Ong 11-3
Mackenzie Hermanson 11-4
Ken Bolton 11-5
Madison Frame 11-7
Ashlynn Williams 11-7
Kim Snyder 11-7
Reece Rubin 11-8
Madelyn Jones 11-10
Lexi Oponski 11-11
Andy Sponsler 11-11
Mark Ziino 11-11
Colton Craig 11-12
Sage Patterson 11-12
Amy Ohnemus 11-14
Tyler Pedersen 11-16
Leonard Taylor 11-17
Kennedy Dalby 11-19
Tamara Frame 11-20
Tyler Boyd 11-20
Stephen Foltz 11-21
Allison Jensen 11-21
Becca Bridgewater 11-22
Ben Smith 11-22
Suzy Foley 11-22
Jim Fromm 11-25
Warren Stone 11-26
Deb Bridgewater 11-27
Charlie Thorman 11-27
Kaitlin Wiley 11-29
Brittany Hatcher 11-30
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