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Record Altitude Flight by Chauncey Dunn
August 1, 1979

August 1 will be the 30 year anniversary of a record
atitude flight by Chauncey Dunn that originated near
Indianola.

Mr. Dunn'sfirst record altitude flight wasin 1971. Heand
Karl Stefan (whowill beinductedinto the Ballooning Hall
of Famein August at the National Balloon Museum), both
of Colorado, had been planning aflight over the Colorado
Rockies. They wanted to be familiar with the balloon's
performance at high atitude, so they decided to see how
high they could go and try for an altitude record at the
same time. They wore heavy winter gear - Raven
snowmobile suits, arctic boots, mittens and military
aviator hard-hats. They made 2 test flights in an AX-8
balloon with al the components (oxygen, radios,
transponder, barograph, parachutes) to altitudes above
20,000 feet. At that point they decided if arecord were to
be set, only one of them could fly a a time. Weather
conditions were right for a June 9, 1971 launch. A coin
was tossed and Karl was the first pilot to launch. He flew
to 31,189 feet. 4 dayslater, Chauncey launched and broke
that record, ascending to 32,949 feet. Chauncey went
through asnow storm at 21,000 feet. He broke through the
storm at 30,000 feet. While at that altitude, he conversed
with the pilot of ajetliner bound from Tokyo to Chicago.
Chauncey's descent rate was 1500 ft/min, with arotation
of 7 rpm, with the gondola swinging out 10-20 degrees
from vertical.

Nine years later Mr. Dunn would break that record in
lowa The 141,000 cubic-foot balloonlifted off at 5:05am
on August 1, 1979 from Laverty'sfield north of Indianola.
For this flight he wore a pressurized suit. The crew lost
sight of the balloon minutes later when Chauncey entered
a cloud layer at about 2,000 feet. During the flight he
encountered terribly cold temperatures, -70 degrees F at
hishighest point. At about 43,000 feet, he could no longer
see or hear his burner flame. He ascended at 1,000-1,500
feet per minute and his rate of descent was 2,000-2,800
feet per minute. He wore a parachute with a barometric
release that would have pulled the ripcord if he had been
unable to do so. Two hours and 39 minutes later, he

landed safely after reaching an altitude of 53,200 feet. His
record still stands for flights in an open gondola. Others
have gone higher, but in pressurized gondol as.

Editor 's note: Max & | had the pleasure of meeting Mr.
Dunn two yearsago in Maui. He spends hiswinters at the
same resort that we stay at. At that time, we didn’t know
that hewasa balloonist. We met himagainin January ‘09
& conversed with him about Indianola & ballooning. It
wasn 't until we got home that we realized that we had met
a ballooning legend. | wroteto himafter our trip home &
these are some of the questions that | asked.

How did you get started in ballooning?

We bought the 1% balloon over the telephone - never
seeing a balloon, except in afew pictures. Self taught for
9 months(lotsof mistakes). When Karl Stephen called and
asked who hel ped meget my certificate, | answered “What
certificate?” Karl wanted to fly, | needed help, we made a
great deal.

Areyou still involved in ballooning?

No, except to travel or get together with old balloon
buddies and families. 25 years - 4700+ hours. They were
some of the best times of my life.

Any family involved in ballooning?

2 daughters and one son-in-law were very active as pilots.
Lots of travel together, now our time is spent in Maui,
Steamboat Springs or traveling together.

Your record flightin | owa - doesthat record still stand?

Only for open basket. With a pressurized sphere, it’sbeen
broken twice that | know of .

Where did you land?

11 miles south of Indianola. The ascent took me 42 miles
north of Des Moines. The descent brought me back over
Laverty’s and south for alanding.

(continued on page 3)
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Letter from President Melka

Hello to all my friends!

| should be careful about what | wish for. I’ve been panting for
summer and now I’m just panting. Despite the hot weather, area
pilots are reporting lots of great flights. | really hope they are
taking good care of their crew members. Keep everyone hydrated
and treat them well.

Don’t forget our BOI membership meeting at 6:30 PM on July
19th. | will be proposing that as many balloonists as possible fly
over Indianolatheevening of July 21, when RAGBRAI visits. It’s
agreat opportunity to promote the National Balloon Classic and
agood time for al you party animals.

This party animal continues to embrace the latest technology and
has joined the Facebook generation. Look me up for all the latest
BOI factsand afew juicy rumors. Technology will never replace
the personal touch. 1’m at the Balloonport working on President
stuff nearly all thetime so thisisan openinvitation to stop by, pull
up an envelope, and scratch where it itches. We are air
conditioned so stop by after a hot flight to share your adventure.
Don’t overheat your envel ope and always remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika
Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Hope this finds everyone doing well and getting in as much
ballooning as possible. The lowa weather has been somewhat
crazy. Not sure where spring went to, but | guess one cannot
complain on those nice days. Take them while you can.

Life has been fairly quiet herein Radcliff, IA. Well, | should say
most of my time has been spent at the lake cabin. 1’ve decided it
may be getting time to retire from the bank and spend more time
at the lake.

Inlooking at the ballooning calendar, many of you will be heading
to Battle Creek, MI. Have asafetrip. Before you know it, the
National Balloon Classic will be here.  According to Mom
(Phyllis Drake) and Dad (Dick Drake), thisyear’s Classic should
be aclassic! Now, just hope for nice cool flyable weather! None
of this hot/humid stuff.

Onanother note: Congratulations to Jim and Rita Fromm who just
celebrated their 35th Wedding Anniversary. And, to anyone else
celebrating a special anniversary, Happy Anniversary to you as
well.

(continued on page 3)
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Letter from Vice-President Sandy

(continued from page 2)

Congratul ationsto Jeremy Rubin, who wasjust crowned the
winner of the 2009 Ottumwa Pro Balloon Racein Ottumwa.
| heard those who attended the event had a great time.

Meika and | have been discussing getting ourselves on
Facebook. Meika ended up breaking down and now has a
Facebook account. Be sureto stop by her site and add her
as afriend. Also, she plans to give updates on Balloons
Over lowahappenings, so be sureto check that out. I’m still
debating on getting set up. Computers still scare me a bit.

Speaking of Facebook, The National Balloon Museum in
Indianola, 1A is now on Facebook. Be sure to check out
their site for al the happenings and special announcements
at the Museum. The National Balloon Museum and the US
Hall of Famewill be inducting two membersinto the hall of
Fame August 2nd. Stay tuned for more details.

I, once again, must apologize to Carol Harrisfor being tardy
on pawing my letter out. | guessin my old age (dog years)
my mind is slowing going or maybe it’s just the weather.
Weéll, I’m being summoned to the bank vault for assistance.
| just hope there are treatswaiting or a nice dog pad waiting
for me. The vault is aways the best place for an afternoon
nap. Just ask Dad, just kidding.

Hopeto see everyone at the Classicin afew weeks. High-flying

Montgolfier nominee
VETERAN

Don’t forget to bring treats!

Record Altitude Flight by Chauncey Dunn
(continued from page 1)

What did you do in preparation for thisflight?

Special diet, high atitude chamber training at Lawry field,
49 parachutejumps, 50 Ibslessweight and better shape than
ever - and very young - and not too bright.

Any other activitiesin ballooning that aren ’t aswell known
as your world altitude flights?

Grand Canyon, the Great Lakes, Continental divide,
Bahamas to Florida, South America, New Zealand,
Switzerland, France, England, and most all the statesin the
US.

What is the highlight of your ballooning career?

The friends that we made and the scenery and wonderful
times we had.

Any other memories of ballooning in lowa?

Hitting the Water Tower at Simpson College. No air
conditioning, but many beautiful people.

Any other special interest of hobbies outside of ballooning?

River running, sky diving, scuba, skiing, travel, small ship
cruising. Lifeis beautiful.

American balloonist

Until next time keep looking up!

Chauncey Dunn has been nominated

for the international Montgolfier
Diploma award after his record-
breaking altitude flight last year. He
climbed 10 miles high in a standard
Raven S-66A hot-air balloon named
“Stratosphere,” setting a new abso-
lute record for high altitude flight in
hot-air ballooning classes AX-9 to
AX-15. Dunn reached 53,000ft, beating
the previous record of 45,836ft set in
1974 over India by a 375,000ft* bal-
loon lifting a pressurised gondola.

Dunn'’s balloon (right) had a volume
of only 140,000ft* and open gondola.
Besides two variometers, he had a
sealed barograph, two 720 channel
radios, altimeter and transponders.
He also had a pressurised flight suit,
dual pressure-breathing equipment
and two parachutes, The winner of
the Montgolfier Diploma, ballooning’s
top international award, will be
selected in Paris this spring.

Sandy Drake

FLIGHT International, 23 February 1980

Chauncey Dunn was awarded the Montgolfier Diplomafor
1979.

- . | NN F | .
35years! Jim & Rita Fromm with their
cousin Cathy who introducted them &
daughter Monica.
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Harlan's Dream

Harlan is 67 years old. He had a dream of taking a hot air
balloon ride for over 30 years and on June 22, 2009, his
dream cametrue. | became aware in late May when my son
and balloon pilot Patrick told me about the wish. Patrick’s
Aunt Becky works in Cedar Rapids, lowa for hospice care.
She has a patient named Harlan Benna who is battling
cancer.

When Patrick told me about the potential flight and knowing
it was for a hospice patient, naturally some concerns
immediately arose. Usually by the time hospiceisinvolved
in someone’s life, their health is far beyond the ability to
take a balloon ride and flying conditions must be the most
ideal for the patient to handle aride and landing.

Finally the day of the flight became apparent. The skies had
no clouds in sight, winds were so unbelievably calm that
only God could make this day happen. Although the
temperature was a concern at 95 degrees with a heat index
of 101, Patrick and | both knew he must fly now for Harlan
would soon be unableto ever take aflight. Everything came
together and the pilot, crew, passenger, family and friends
al met in Norway, lowafor the flight.

Harlan has a very gentle and mild temperament, a person
that is easily lovable. When Harlan met Patrick, who is 20
yearsold, hesaid “Areyou old enough?’, which made usall
laugh. Patrick said he gets that a lot. You could see the
excitement in Harlan’s eyes of what was about to take place.
During coldinflation, | noticed Harlan, who had been on one
knee observing the inflation, was trying to stand up and
couldn’t because he was too weak. | helped him to his feet.
At this point, | knew Patrick might be tested as a pilot. |
informed him of his passenger’s weakened condition. On
board we provided a seat, just in case. They boarded up and
were off, going nowhere fast. Within ¥z hr, they had flown
Y4 mile in one direction and then ¥ mile in another %2 hr,
almost making it back to thelaunch site. Asthe very skilled
pilot brought the balloon down for the most gentle landing
possible, Harlan was beaming. He had always been afraid of
heights, but mustered up the courage to take this flight. He
stood the entire flight, taking in the wonders of the
experience.

Nine months prior to the flight, Harlan started with hospice
care. When care began, he was told he would have nine
months to live. At the time of the flight, he was not taking
any medication nor any kind of radiation treatment. His
hospice caregivers said he was beginning to show signs of
the disease taking hold of him.

After landing, Harlan wrote his thoughts in our memory
book, then we held a ceremony, which included a First
Flight certificate, abottle of sparkling grapejuice, aballoon
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card, and a photo of Harlan and his pilot in the basket taken
just prior to launch.

AsHarlan left with his gifts and wonderful memories, | can
only reflect on the impact that this occasion will have on all
involved.

Remember God gives us gifts and talents that we should
used to bless others. In turn he will bless us more.

Tim Cloyd
RAGBRAI

Here are the plansto date for Tuesday and Wednesday July
21st and 22nd when RAGBRAII isin Indianola.

| am trying to come up with awalk through balloon to place
at Wilder Elementary when the riders start entering town on
West Euclid. If anyone has one they are willing to donate
and let me set up that would be greatly appreciated!!!

There wil be a strongly, strongly suggested meeting for
those flying over town Tuesday evening at 5:45 pm at the
NBC balloon field up by the pilot compound. Jim Gebhart
will be in charge of this meeting. Please plan accordingly
for all the traffic you will face getting to the balloon field.
Y ou may want to loop around the city and comein from the
East on Highway 92 because the city will probably be very,
very congested! Jim will talk about the AirGuard F16
flyover and the specifics of crew chasing pilotsand trying to
miss all the Indianola traffic. | know several of you have
already contacted Jimtolet him know you were planning on
flying. If you have not contacted Jim with your intentions
could you please do so? Jimiskeeping alist of pilots so he
will know who to expect at the meeting. Thank you so much
for your cooperation in this matter.

| am in charge of the Balloon Glow at the Simpson College
football field. | have two balloons currently and | am in the
process of locating one other willing pilot. These balloons
will not be able to do the Tuesday fly over. | will need to
have the balloons staged at the football field before noon on
Tuesday July 21st because of all the traffic that will be in
town.

Finally there will be a flight off the NBC balloon field
Wednesday morning July 22nd. RAGBRAI riders will be
leaving town on Highway 92 and riding right past the
balloonfield that morning. Hopefully we can give them one
really nice final show that morning.

If anyone has any questions please contact me or Jm
Gebhart. I’ll post our contact information below. Also,
thank you so much for your help in making Indianolaavery
memorable stop for al the 2009 RAGBRAI riders!
Hopefully we will be able to get in everything | have listed
above and riders will talk about their stop and stay in
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Indianolafor years and years to come!

“Crazy” Al Appenzeller,
515-371-3814 cell

Jim Gebhart, jamesgeb049@msn.com 515-729-2238 cell

appenzeller@mchsi.com

National Balloon Museum News

Please come and help celebrate the Hall of Fame on August
2, (Sunday) Open house 1:00-4:00 with the inductions at
2:00. Wewill havethreefabul ousinductees: Karl Stefanand
Lucy Stefan from Fort Collins, CO and Jim Winker from
Sioux Falls, SD. All three will be in attendance.

After anaval academy education and career Kar| Stefan did
design and research in stratospheric balloon projects. He
became involved producing and flying sport balloons,
airship design, and wasalongtimeleader inthe devel opment
and international rule making for ballooning. Karl now does
consulting out of Fort Collins, CO and is an active member
of the B.F.A.

Lucy Luck Stefan was an Amelia Earhart fellow in 1948
when she met Karl in Minnesota where she studied
supersonic aerodynamics. Lucy flew for thefirst time at age
8 and spent much time in the sky throughout her career,
achieving many firsts in the fields of engineering and gas
ballooning. She continues efforts to advance women in
science and engineering fields.

Jim Winker, Sioux Falls, S.D. currently consults in the
fields of balloon system design for both sport balloons and
high altitude scientific balloons. He is considered an
authoritative data resource for the history of balloon
technology, having assembled alibrary of 4800 reports and
documents in the field under contract with N.A.S.A. From
1956 to 1990 Jim was associated with Raven Industriesin
Sioux Fals in design, sales and management. He is an
author, consultant, inventor, and archivist with many honors
and memberships.

The winner of this year's postcard contest was Dennis
Nicholson of
Indianola.
We have his
photo on our
new postcard
and it aso
will be
featured on
the new
Museum
Calendar
which will be
for sale
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during the Classic this year.

They will cost $8.00 each. If you want to order them ahead
just call the museum (515-961-3714) and put your order in.
Bath the postcard and the calendar will be for sale in the
museum as well as in the concession gift shop at the field.
Come and see al the wonderful photography we received
from all over the USA for our Calendar/Photo.

Have you seen Disney’s"UP" yet? Come and visit the new
exhibit about "UP", compliments of pilot Jonathan Trappe,
The Blimp Works and Disney/Pixar.

Congratulations

Spencer Isley born 12/17/08
Parents: Todd & Pattti Isley

Paxton Michagl Patterson born 5-6-09
81bs, 19 3/4" long e
Parents: Todd & Errin Patterson

Analeigh Drew Van Broekhuizen

born 5-24-09

6lbs, 110zs.

Parents: Kerrie & Anthony Van

Broekhuizen

Grandparents: Rob & Linda Bartholomew

Congratulations to
Branden Bloom, who

Bret Christian’s new soloed 7-2-09

racer
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