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Ode to Spring
April 25, 2009

Please join Balloons Over lowa in the celebration of Ode to Spring. Because this
Celebration has traditionally signified the arrival of Spring and the start of the flying
season, the event will include much merriment & joyous behavior.

Serious business will also take place. The Board of Directors chosen to lead this great
club for the next year will be announced. One lucky pilot will be named “Pilot of the
Y ear ”. Crew of the year and the famous Cleo award will also be announced. Don t miss
this wonderful occasion!

Schedule:
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Registration at the National Balloon Museum, Indianola, IA.
5:30 p.m. Pilot briefing at the museum

6:00 p.m. Flight (weather permitting). Festivitiesto be moved to the Balloonport if
flight is called off.

Pot luck will be held at the Balloonport after the flight. The club will provide meat &
beer. Everyone is asked to bring a side dish or dessert & your own table service. After
dining will be the announcement of the annual club awards and the crowning of the
2009-2010 Board.

Ode Officials:
Rob & Linda

Balloonmeister - Joel Worthington Balloonportmeisters -

Assistant Balloonmeister - Todd Isley
Weathermeister - Bill Griffin

Assistant weathermeister - Brad Temyer
Pilot registrationmeister - Carol Harris
Pilot packmeister - Jen N ordhagen
Safetymeister - Rob Bartholomew
Launchmeister - Old Business

Scoremeisters - Conk and Mary

Front cover: 2008 BOI Champions 1L

Jensen

Bartholomew
Prizemeister - Dick Drake
Kegmeister - Lucy Nordhagen
Barbequemeister - Derek Nordhagen
Keeper of the purse - Jen Nordhagen

Protest jury - Don Prine, Leroy Clair,
Ken Bolton

Cleanup committee - Last 20 people there

Kidmeisters - John Jensen Jr, Michelle Craig

Brad Craig, 2. Dan Corbin, 3. John
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Ground School 2009

Ground School was held February 14-15 at the BOI
Balloonport. 21 students from 5 states attended.

Thanks to all the instructors: Dick Drake (Sectionals),
Donna Rieck (FAR’s), Bill Griffin (Wesather), Jason Jones
(Equipment), Matt Fenster (Instruments) and Don Prine
(Commercia — fundamentals of instruction). Thanksalsoto
Raob & Linda Bartholomew for hosting the weekend.

Another big thanks to everyone who helped with food -
Linda Bartholomew & Phyllis Drake, and especialy Donna
Rieck for all the sweet treats for which Ground School is
famous.

Organizersfor Ground School wereMike Oberman (Ground
Schoolmeister), Joel Worthington & Al Appenzeller.

Students attending were: Branden Bloom, Ken Bolton,
Stanley Burgers, Devin Burnham, Patrick Cloyd, Tim
Cloyd, Spencer Conlin, Jm Gebhart, Preston Gebhart,
Garrett Hillary, Gary Hillary, Darcy Hoch, Michael Jones,
Shawn Michael, Carolanne Norris, Troy Ohnemus, John
Parezo, Angela Sutter, Brad Temeyer, Adam Thompson,
Tyler Thompson

Congratulations
% Cory Bloom - 2008 BFA lowa Champion
2" place - Jeremy Rubin, 3" - Brad Craig
% Kirk Bloom - BFA Top Rookie

Other state Champions:
*  Wisconsin - Ken Walters
* Nebraska - Steve Lacroix

* Missouri - Ken Shroeder

Letter from President Meka

Hello to all my friends!

Anticipation, Anticipation... 1’ve been howling that old
song at the top of my lungs. Spring is nearly here.
Although it appears to be coming in like a lion at many
places in our nation, in central lowa, it’s coming in like a
lamb. I’ve already seen my first robin. The calves will be
here soon, and Dad is getting ready to plant corn. Dad is
worried that crops yields might be good, which results in
low prices. Of course, it may be adry spring, in which case,
crop yield will be low and it won’t make any difference. |
don’t understand why anyone goesinto farming but | try to
be agood listener.

Our Ground School on Feb. 21 & 22 was a great success.
AsPresident of BOI, | want to extend appreciationto all the
BOI memberswho contributed to the successof thisactivity.
We had 12 aspiring new pilots and 8 pilotsworking on their
commercial license. lowa appears to be one of the nation’s
strongest ballooning communities.

Speaking of BOI members, on March 14, we have our $t.
Patty’s Day Party at the Balloonport where once ayear the
opportunity to beinitiated into BOI membershipisextended.

Please make every effort to attend this wonderful solemn
ritual to see:

4 The splendor of the Giant Leprechauns
4 Themagjestic march of the new members
4 Thedignity of the Founding Fathers

¢ Thegreat food dropped on the floor

And don’t forget Ode to Spring on April 25. That’swhere
we usher in a new ballooning season and FLY, no matter
what. Anticipation, Anticipation... Lifeisgood. Always
remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika







