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2008 National Balloon Classic

It was another great National Baloon Classic. We
didn’t fly asmuch aslast year, but that’s probably good.
With the high price of propane, we’d have probably
broken the bank if wed flown that much.
Balloonmeister Matt Fenster and histeam did agreat job
of calling tasks and getting the scores up. Therewasa
good mix of returning pilots, new pilots and pilots who
hadn’t been here for awhilewho returned. Present were
3 World Champions, 3 National Champions and 2
members of the 2008 World Team — Johnny Petrehn &
Joe Heartsil. The week started off muddy and got
muddier with the rain we got Sunday & Monday. Rich
Jaworski got stuck in the mud 5 times in the propane
line on thefirst Friday (and still didn’t get fuel)!

Friday evening the Balloonmeister called aFIT and the
Don Kersten Memorial outhouseflight. Aaron Gebhart
knocked over the outhouse—thefirst timeit hasbeen hit
in probably 10 years. He also hit the target with a0.04’
throw. The flight was followed by alarge night glow.

Saturday morning, they started us out easy — a 2 part
task- JDG on Hamilton, FIT at the field. Most headed

(continued - page 3)

Warren Stone

Sympathy wishes to the family of Warren Stone who
passed away Saturday August 16" at hishome. Warren
was moved home from the hospital Friday evening so
he could spend his final days on the farm he loved.
Randy inflated his balloon outside Warren's window
just before hispassing Saturday evening surrounded by
his family. Larry and Margaret, Kelly and Maureen,
Peg and Roger, Randy and Lisaand all their family are
in our prayers. Warren will be deeply missed in the
entire ballooning community. Warren’s daughter Nan
also passed away recently.

Letter from President Meika
Hello to all my friends!

On top of al the other activities, we now have had the
Olympicsand the political conventions. This may be a short
article because 1’m dog tired. When you stay up until
midnight watching theold TV, five AM comes awfully fast.
Thank heaven Dad and | take a short nap every day at noon.

Dad is busy preparing for the SW lowa Hot Air Balloon
Daysin Creston. 1’m glad he has been the Balloonmeister
for longer than I’ve been alive. President Gretchen told me
about the early days when Dad and the other Founding
Fathers would stay out late and spend many evenings on
promotional activities.

The good news is that the last two BOI membership
meetings have been postponed because the weather was
flyable. Our next meeting should really be something.
Please put September 21 on your calendar. Uncle Bill
Griffin says he will present a platform for adoption —
whatever that means. Hope to see you here at the
Balloonport. As usual, someone has to guard the farm and
| can’t go to Creston.

Hope the hurricanes stay far from lowa. Fall isthe greatest
time to get in the air so always remember to

Fly Safely,

Meika
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L etter from Vice-President Sandy

Another chapter of the National Balloon Classic has come to a close.
Normally | would say thiswas a“hot” event, but thisyear | haveto say it
was a bit wet and muddy for the first half. Mom and Dad were surprised
more chase vehiclesdidn’t get buried in fields. Thisweather hasjust been

plain crazy!

Meika and | were not able to attend the Classic this year, but we did get
many updates from Rob and Linda and Mom and Dad. Mom stated this
was a“crappy” year for one pilot - Aaron Gebhart hit the outhouse in the
annual Don Kersten Outhouse tip over task. It’s been noted that the last
time the outhouse was tipped over was about 10 years. So crappy is
referring tothe outhouse. Great job Aaron!  Don Fenster and the teamsters
from the BCFA were at it again. | guess | need to make sure my dues
have been renewed. Despite the rain/fmuddy fields/ and later in the week
warmer temps, the Classic was a success. So, is it true that the Septic
Truck got stuck on the field? Great job to al the volunteers, balloonists,
crews, and enthusiasts who made the event a success! Great Job to Matt
Fenster and his team!

Many of you have just returned from the Great Pershing Balloon Derby,
which is held in Brookfield, MO. For others who have returned from the
BFA Nationalsheldin Anderson, SC, | will be anxious to read your event
reviews and see photos.

Creston Balloon event isfast approaching. Thisis aways afun weekend,
whether everyone flies or not, there are still plenty of thingsto do. | do
expect afull report on the crappy beer contest!

The last big event fast approaching is the 2008 Albuquerque Balloon
Fiesta. | redly enjoy reading the encounters of this group. It’sreported
that there are many adventures going down, during the event, and coming
home. Stay tuned. For the individuals that are going down to Balloon
Fiesta for the first time, be sure to let Carol Harris know. (Newbies are
required towritean articlefor the newsletter). I’m suretherewill be plenty
of photos, unfortunately we only see the selected photos. The lowa group
has a motto - “What’s happens in Albuquergue, stays in Albuquerque”.
We only hear the clean stuff.

The Radcliff bank is about ready to close for the day. | need to help the
day manager lock the bank up. | alsoliketo have onelast roll aroundinthe
money...Haha Just kidding. The bank officials will not allow meto roll
around in a pile of money. That would be a complete no-no.

Beforel sign off, | do need to personally thank JJand Patricia Johnson for
helping Mom and Dad out during the Classic. These four individuals
(Drakes and Johnson) always seem to have a great time!

| hope to see everyone at a BOI meeting and /or the upcoming Halloween
party.
Until next time, soft landings

Sandy Drake
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National Balloon Classic (continued)

out towards Palmyra. 48 pilots scored on the JDG, Ron
Frusher wonwithal.1’ drop. Scott Armstrong won the
FIT with a0.09’ throw.

Saturday evening wasamass ascension/Hare & Hound.
Kim Rosenboom won the task with a1.01’ throw. The
evening ended with a great fireworks show.

Sunday morning the official competition began with a
3 part task - IDG at Zachary'syard, CRAT at the field,
JDG north of town off Gear St. The winds were
changing & picking up, so some pilots chose not to fly.
Winners for the first two tasks were Bill Clemons -
19.06’ & Holly Pfeifer - 75.07’. No one made it to the
third target. Sunday afternoon storms were brewing to
the north, heading our way. The skies got darker &
darker & finally opened up. The pilot’s meeting &
flight were canceled. Therewerethunder stormsé& rain
off & onall evening & part of the night. Warren county
got 3-4" rain.

Due to the rain, the flight was canceled for Monday
morning. A few balloons flew into the field Monday
evening, followed by the Sports Page party.

Tuesday morning the flight was canceled due to
wetness. Tuesday eveningit wasstill very wet. Thetask
was a target & pole grab on the field. About 20-30
balloons flew. Matt Grote (Mr. “l don’t like
competition”) won the task.

Wednesday morning the competition was back on. They
called a 4 part task — JDG southwest of the field, a
Gordon Bennett Memorial at the field, followed by 2
JDG'sNE of thefield. The ground was still pretty soft.
We chuckled at one crew that got stuck going up ahill
that others had gotten stuck on, then God got us back
for laughing — we got stuck on flat ground. Winners of
the 4 targets were John Jensen, Rich Jaworski, Jason
Jones & Steve Jones. Wednesday evening was Farmer
Appreciation night. The pilots were split - even
numbered pilots flying off the field with a Hare &
Hound, odd numbers flying in for a FIT. The two
winnerswere Rob Bartholomew & Grant Pfeifer. There
was another night glow with ahuge crowd. They let the
spectators onto the field, so we had lots of admirers &
guestions.

Thursday morning Matt caled 5 tasks, using all 7
baggies - a JDG SW of town, Maximum Distance
Double Drop at the Middle School ball field, Minimum
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Distance Double Drop at thefield, FIT at thefield, and
a JDG on 170th. The landowner where we launched
from gave us permission from the bathroom window.
| think we caught him in the shower! Todd Isley won
the first target, Johnny Petrehn won the next three &
Carlos Zuniga won the last one with a .03’ throw!
Thursday morning the pilots were again split, odds
flying off the field for Hare & Hound and evens flying
infor FIT, $5000 Pole grab & Dick Drake Duck Drop.
Kirk Bloom won the Hare & Hound & Brad Craigwon
the FIT. No one got the pole grab or the Duck Drop.

Friday morning we were put on hold, the clouds were
moving through quickly, and the winds were picking
up. We werefinally released with a 3 part task - aJDG
on Harrison, aFIT at thefield and aMJD goal south of
thefield. The winds calmed down alittle and balloons
filled the skies. 37 pilots scored on the first target, 9
within 10 feet. Gary Cass won with a 1.06’ throw.
Maury Petrehn won the 2nd target & Gary Haynes the
3rd. Friday night the Balloonmeister team gave Aaron
Gebhart the “Shitter-hitter” award for hitting the
outhouse last Friday night. John Jensen was awarded
the “Balloonmeister of the Day” award for hiswork on
the task sheets! All pilots were flying into the field for
aFIT, attempting to drop baggies into 3 wading pools
or going for a cash grab pole. Gary Cass grabbed the
pole winning $5000. Rob Nutting won the FIT.

Saturday morning Matt called another 5 part task - a
JDG at Shady Oaks golf course, Maximum Distance
Double Drop & FIT at thefield, JDG at HS ball field,
and JDG at McCord park. Johnny Petrehn won the first
two tasks, Jason Jones won the FIT, Grant Pfeifer and
Steve Jones won the next two JDGs. Saturday
afternoon was the awards ceremony (see below).
Saturday evening the winds were blowing & wouldn’t
settle down, so eventually the flight was canceled. No
one would win the $10,000 pole grab this year. Filots,
crews & volunteers enjoyed the final party — primerib
sandwiches. Tailgates continued throughout the
evening.

Awards:

John Russell award: Karin Riepe

Crew of the Year: All crews

L andowner of the Year: Jim Nichols

Newcomer of the Year: Ron Frusher

BCFA Pilot of the Year: #1 Kim Rosenboom, #2
Holly Pfeifer
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National Balloon Classic top 20

1 Johnny Petrehn 11.  Bill Clemons
2. Maury Petrehn 12. Ron Frusher
3. Cory Bloom 13.  Jason Jones
4, Joe Heartsi 14.  John Jensen
5. Steve Jones 15.  Grant Pfeifer
6. Harold Graves 16. Gary Cass

7. Jeremy Rubin 17.  Gary Heavin
8. Todd Isley 18.  Gary Haynes
9. Brad Craig 19.  Ron Nolan
10.  Dan Corbin 20.  Adam Boden

Top 3 for the North Central Regional:

1. Johnny Petrehn
2. Cory Bloom
3. Jeremy Rubin

Some of the great things for the week:

© Aaron Gebhart knocking over the outhouse &

receiving the “shitter-hitter” award

Balloonmeister team’s funnies on the task sheets

BCFA Entertainment

Bertsch's tailgate BBQ

Catching up with old friends

Crew of the Day

Crews helping other crews

Cottage Inn breakfast

Crouse's breakfast; Crouse's onion rings

Drying up at the end of the week

Fresh sweet corn

Gary Cass getting the $5000 pole grab

Getting some sleep early in the week

Having a flight where we didn't get stuck, scored,

and drove right to the balloon on landing

Helpful friendly landowners

Jerry & Rosa's margaritas

Karin Riepe awarded the John Russell award

Porta-pot truck getting stuck!

Lunchat A & W

Mark Weeks self portrait photo

National Balloon Museum Hall of Fame

Night Glows- |etting the spectatorson thefield, it’s

great to interact with them

No 90 degree temps

Pilot camaraderie - helping each other out &

congratulating each other on ajob well done

© Seeing kids & grandkids playing together while
waiting for pilot meetings

CHCNONCNCHONCNCNCNONCNCH®;
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© Simpson College — a great place to stay
© Slightly lower gas prices
© Vidgting the Balloon Museum on arainy day

The dates for the 2009 National Balloon Classic are

July 31 - August 8. See you there!

Mystic Moods Photography
Hot Air Balloons
Landscapes Scenic Nature
Ward & Diane Roscoe

Photographers
515-360-0530 515-961-0644

www.mysticmoodsphotography.com

Steve Palash Photography

www.balloonsgalore.us
| Hot Air Ballooning Merchandise
Steve Palash
2529 Rebecca St.
Sioux City, Towa 51103
712-255-7068
S*reve@balloonsgalor'e.us

Balloons Over lowa Repair Station

Rob & Linda Bartholomew ] . iy

183999 Blue PL, Carlisle, 1A

Phone: 515 989-3708 '
L]
Email: balloonsoveriowa@wildblue.net

Congratulations to BFA Nationals Winners:

Joe Heartsill
Owen Keown
Steven Jones
Nick Donner
Brad Craig
Johnny Petrehn
Cory Bloom
Jeremy Rubin
Todd Isley
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New Balloons

Scott Armstrong

National Balloon Museum

Ballooning Fashion Flair

January is coming soon. If you haven't already picked
up your sign-up sheet for the Ballooning Fashion Flair
and Brunch yet, you can get them on line at
www.national balloonmuseum.com or at the National
Balloon Museum in Indianola. Your choice of items
must be made from actual balloon material or material
with balloons on it. There are many choices to pick
from. Come and join the fun!! The event will be on
January 17th, 2009, at the museum. Y ou can buy your
tickets or make reservations after December 19,

Christmasin the Air

Christmas in the Air at the National Balloon Museum
will beheld thesame weekend as the Indianola Tour of
Homes. So while you are viewing the Christmas
Homes stop by and pick up your extra specia
Christmas presents for the friends in your life. The
Museum will be decorated in their finest holiday flair
with  refreshments from 10:00-4:00 on Saturday

Touch & Go

Christine Brtsch

Jeremy King

December 13th, 2008. Therewill bea 10% off sale for
anyone coming in for a visit and 20% off for any
member joining usthat day. Come and check out alot
of our new exhibits and new Gift Shop items.

National Balloon M useum Photo Contest

Thanksto all thewonderful photographerswho sent us
their balloon photos for the annual National Balloon
Museum Photo Contest. They were a very colorful
bunch.

It was very hard to pick the best, but the winner for the
2008 National Balloon Museum Photo Contest is
Barbara Van Wyngarden from Newton.

Her photo will be on the new postcard for the Museum
for next year. She will receive an 8x10 copy of her
winning photo as well as 2 dozen postcards.
Congratul ations Barb!

Hope to see new entrants for next year’s contest!!
Thanks to all who sent photos in. Becky Wigeland

Page 5



Great Pershing Balloon Der by

The 32nd Great Pershing Balloon Derby (GPBD) was held
in Brookfield, MO over Labor Day weekend. 39 pilots
registered at the Brookfield Elks Lodge on Friday, August
29.

The number of entries was down from the previous year
(darn BFA Nationals, Harley Davidson’s 105th anniversary
celebration, semi-pro football and the economy!!) but that
didn’t stop those in attendance from having an absolutely
terrific weekend.

Theofficiasfor theevent were Balloonmeister Karin Riepe,
Safety Official Jason Jones, Weather Official Matt Fenster
and Scoring Official Doug Clark. Karin was back at the
helm after taking a year off. The year sabbatical didn’t
dampen Karin’s spark for calling competitive tasks in the
morningsand funflightsintheevenings. Theeveningflights
were not considered in the overall competition points but
therewere prizesgivento the pilotswinning those tasks. We
aso had 15 members for our Measuring Team which
alowed Karin to run multiple competitive tasks.

The popular South Main Night Flame on Friday evening
started off our event. Once again, the crowd was thrilled
with theshow. Thanksto Theron Riley, Andrew James, Rick
Goosey and George Thomas for lighting up the night once
again. Thislittle glow seemsto get the citizens of our small
community fired up for the weekend.

Saturday morning brought gorgeous weather. The briefing
was held at the Brookfield Elks Lodge and after all of the
normal first briefing information was discussed Karin
explained the scheduled tasks for the first morning of
competition. A four part task was called. Thefirst task was
a Judge Declared Goa. As most of you are aware, the
winner of the first task of our Event also wins the coveted
John Petrehn Memorial Cup. Most pilots launched from the
east/southeast side of Brookfield, some within the city
limits. Of the 38 pilots flying (one pilot did not fly), 19
scored at thefirst target, which was anicely manicured front
yard just west of Brookfield. Adam Boden claimed the Cup
with adrop of 0.05 feet, beating Jim Wolters by 1.95 feet.
The second and third tasks were located at the Launch Site.
Thesecond task wasaMinimum Distance Double Dropwith
13 pilots scoring. Jon Thompson won the task with adrop
of 104.15, 0.45 feet closer than Bill Clemons. Thethird task
was a Fly-In with 12 pilots scoring. Jon Thompson also
claimed this task with a 6.05 feet drop, just ahead of Bill
Clemons’ 8.15 feet drop. The final task for the Saturday
morning competition was a Multiple Judge Declared Goal,
11 of the 39 pilots scored. And to sound like a broken
record, the 1st and 2nd places in this task went to Jon
Thompson (drop of 0.03 feet) and Bill Clemons (drop of
0.07 feet). Except for Task 1, it was the Jon and Bill show

Touch & Go

Saturday morning.

The “one of akind” Parade down Main Street of Brookfield
was once again a blast. As pilots, crews and sponsors
converged on the lineup for the parade, the excitement was
already building. Absent were the numerous water soakers
of years past however there were some creative things
inserted inits place....of course there wasthe normal candy
for the kids but there was also toilet paper, dog bones and
other miscellaneous items being distributed to the crowd.
Pilots and crews are just sometimes odd!! Chase vehicles
were decorated with balloons and signs and pilots were
decorated with unusual creations. John Esserman was
awarded the Best Dressed Pilot award and his crew was
given the Best Dressed Chase Vehicle award.

Sunday morning once again brought gorgeous weather. The
competition for this morning would be a 3 part task. Pilots
launched south of Brookfield and east of the old airport (for
those familiar withthe area). Thefirst task of the morning or
Task 5 overall was a Fly-1n south of the Launch Site. Care
had to be taken so that your baggie was not thrown in the
“Treasures” areaof that particular target asit was not part of
the scoring area. Rick Goosey won this task with an 8.03
feet drop, beating Jim Wolters by 0.07 feet. 22 of the 36
pilots scored on thistarget. There were 3 pilots who did not
fly. Thefina two tasks, Tasks 6 and 7, were both Multiple
Judge Declare Goals and were not friendly ones for the
pilots. Of the 36 pilots flying Sunday morning, Tasks 6 and
7 yielded no results.

The Saturday and Sunday evening briefingswere held at the
Launch Site. Saturday evening the field was split with the
even numbered pilotsflying in and the odd numbered pilots
flying off. Karin called a Fly-In task for the even numbered
pilots and the odd numbered pilots flew a Hare and Hound.
The Saturday evening flight was won by Denis Sutter with
Liz Magee coming in second. On Sunday evening after a
brief weather hold a Double Hare and Hound task wascalled
with all pilots flying off the field. John Esserman won the
Sunday evening flight followed by Jon Shelton in second
place. Following each evening flight, the pilots were asked
to participate in the evening balloon glow, even numbered
pilots on Saturday and odd numbered pilots on Sunday. A
glow winner from each night was picked and the overall
winner was selected from those two pilots. Kirk Bloom and
Herb Heriford were the individua evening winners with
Kirk Bloom being selected the overall winner of the Basil
Downey Memoria Launch Site Nite trophy.

Monday morning appeared to be flyable until the pibal
readings started coming in. The winds were a touch speedy
about 300 feet off theground so it was decided to call off the
flight. The Awards Banquet start time was moved up to
accommodate this change in the schedule. Before
announcing the results of the GPBD, Scoring Official Doug
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Clark presented a member of our scoring team with the
prestigious BFA Spirit of Annie Award for Observing. Barb
Davis was the recipient of this well deserved honor. The
GPBD received great news from Ronnie and Carolee Hall,
the landowners of the Launch Site. They were pleased to
extend an invitation to us for the use of their property again
next year. The 33rd GPBD will be held September 5 - 7,
with registration on September 4 at the Brookfield Elks
Lodge. Seeyou then!!

Hereisalist of the winners:

1. George Thomas Columbia, MO

2. Jim Wolters Jefferson City, MO
3. Bill Clemons DesMoines, |1A

4, Rick Goosey Pleasant Hill, MO
5. Jon Thompson Kissimmee, FL

6. Matt Riley Kansas City, MO
7. Dan Corbin DesMoines, |1A

8. Andrew James St. Joseph, MO

John Petrehn Memorial Cup
Adam Boden Oskaloosa, |A

Basil Downey Memorial Launch Site Nite Lite Kirk Bloom
Indianola, 1A

Sympathy
»  Sympathy wishesto Jim Phelan of Lincoln, Il. Jim's
mother passed away recently.
» Sympathy wishesto the family of Bob Sandy who
passed away last week.
Get Well
» Get Well wishesto Ralph Rieck
» Get Well wishesto Terry Garrett

Photos from Battle Creek
Touch & Go

Barb Davis Wins 2007 Spirit of Annie Award

OnMonday, Septemberl, 2008 at theawardsbanquet for the
32nd Great Pershing Balloon Derby in Brookfield MO, the
current US Chief Observer, Barb Davis, of MexicoMO, was
presented by Doug Clark with ballooning’shighest honor for
Observers, the Spirit of Annie Award for 2007. Following
a prolonged standing ovation, Barb humbly spoke to the
crowd and expressed her surprise and honor in receiving the
Award.

The Spirit of Annie Award was created by the Northeast
Ohio Ballooning Pilots Association (NOBPA) in the
mid-1990s to honor the memory of Annie Pryne. It is
awarded to an Observer who best exemplifies Annie’s spirit
and personality. Annie, who came to ballooning around
1980, was not only an Observer, but also ahot air and gas
balloon pilot. However, this award honors her Observing.
Annie was very people-oriented and aways tried to make
everything work well for those around her. She was quick
to help rookie Observersin learning and strengthening their
skills. She aways arrived at events early in order to help
wherever she could. Pilots for whom she observed recall
that shewasawaysfair and that often they learned from her
asshecarried out her duties. Her work was always clear and
well-done. After her passing, NOBPA named the Spirit of
Annie Award in her honor.

The Spirit of Annie was first given out in the mid-1990s.
The first recipient was Gil Pryne, Annie’s husband. Other
past recipients include Tom Tyler, Mike Tuten, Sally
Shields, Josh Swallow, Jim Dieball and Kim Wilson.

Barb Davis has been involved in ballooning since the early
1990s. Shelivesfor ballooning. As the current US Chief
Observer and member of the Competition Division Board,
she actively participatesin trying to fight for all Observers
in the United States. She readily helps others without
question. She is extremely enthusiastic and loves to

participate in events. She has wonderful people skills. She
has traveled the world to observe. Clearly, Barb has
demonstrated the Spirit of Annieandiswell-deserving of the
Award. Doug Clark
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