
July-August, 2008

Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!

When I was just a pup there was a ditty that said Rain,
rain, go away. Come again some other day.   When we
get rain five inches at a time, let s hope another day of
rain doesn t come for quite a while.  The reality is that
most of Iowa has been subjected to unprecedented bad
weather.  The fact that we can t fly in tornados or land
in floods is a minor inconvenience compared to the
problems confronting our friends throughout the
Midwest.

As we approach the National Balloon Classic, maybe
our weather will stabilize.  It will be great to return to
normalcy and will be greater if we can get in many
flights and celebrate ballooning s roots of bringing joy
and wonder to others.  I hope everyone will be sensitive
to the feelings of local farmers and that we all exhibit
our most courteous behavior.

It is probably important to report that, to the best of my
knowledge, the rumor that some of our more
competitive balloonists have installed pontoons is just
not true.  Anticipation that fewer flights this year may
have leveled the competitive playing field is likely.
Although a last minute flurry of flights to the balloon
field may help, I m hoping this will be the year of the
dark horse.

As usual, duties of my Presidency will keep me home
on the farm.  Winds out of the southwest will bring the
show to me.  An open invitation is extended to use the
pasture just west of the Balloonport.  You can always
depend on a warm welcome here.  No matter what
direction the wind blows, always remember to

Fly Safely,
Meika

Congratulations

Mark Moen and Sheri Clark were married on
March 19th in Hawaii

Jeremy King received his commercial license
June 21, 2008

Adam Magee received his private license July 9,
2008. Adam is the son of Liz & Noel Magee.

Ken Bolton received his private license July 5,
2008

    

Balloons Over Iowa Membership
Meetings

Meetings are held every third Sunday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. at the BOI Balloon Port.

 Schedule of meetings:

August 17

September 21

October 19

Beth Miller

Beth Miller from IMC Balloon Agency has recently
been diagnosed with Uterine cancer.  She is preparing
to undergo chemotherapy and eventually surgery.  Her
husband, Bill, in an email forwarded to the balloon
reflector, asked for all to remember her in your thoughts
and prayers. Her home address is: 

16849 Interlachen Ct.
Lakeville, MN 55044
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this newsletter, please credit Balloons Over Iowa
Touch & Go as the source.

Letter from Vice-President Sandy
Wow, it s hard to believe it is time for another article.  Mom had to remind
me that I missed the last article due to a banking convention so it has been
awhile since I last pawed out an article.

I m sitting here trying to figure out what to write.  It seems like the last
month or so was a time to forget with all the wild weather rolling through
the state of Iowa. I would like to take this time to send out my thoughts
and prayers to the community of Parkersberg, IA; the flood victims in
Cedar Rapids and the Iowa City area; and to the many other towns that
were effected by the weather.  Hopefully the future months will be quiet,
which will give these folks time to recover.    

Many of you, along with your crews, have been trying to get some flight
time in between rain storms.  Others are still patiently waiting to get the
balloons out and fly.  I just hope July and August will not bring hot and
humid conditions, but great flying weather!

Several events have taken place in the last few months.   I m anxious to
read the event reviews and check out photos.  I was hoping to attend the
Emmetsburg race, but that weekend was spent trying to get the lake cabin
opened up.  Whew, what a chore.

Can you believe the National Balloon Classic is just a few weeks away? 
Where has the time gone?  Will we have another great year as we did last
year?  Will Kirk Bloom make another attempt for a $10,000 pole grab?
Some cool shapes will be attending the classic this year.  For more
in fo rmat ion on even t s and happenings check ou t
www.nationalballoonclassic.com.

If you are looking for something to do on those weathered out days or
looking for some place close by to visit, be sure to check out the National
Balloon Museum in Indianola. This is a really neat attraction to visit.  If
you have never stopped by the museum, be sure to make a stop.  It s worth
the time.  For those of you who have been to the museum, be sure to stop
by and check out some of the new exhibits and some of the new items in
their gift shop. Some exciting news is that the National Balloon Museum
will be overseeing the souvenir booth at the National Balloon Classic field.
There will be many items to choose from.   Did you know you can order
gift shop items on line?  Visit the National Balloon Museum s web site at
www.nationalballoonmuseum.com.  If you purchase items from the gift
shop, renew a membership, sign up for a new membership, or give a
donation, the Museum appreciates your support.  These items are just some
of the things which keep the museum going.  Plus, we can not forget the
many volunteers who help make the organization run smoothly.

By now you and your family have celebrated the 4th of July.  I hope it was
a safe one.   Do not forget those folks who are serving our country!

Well, it s time to sign off.  As I m looking out the window I m seeing
lightning off in the distance. I guess that means more rain coming.  I hope
to see everyone at the Classic or at one of the BOI functions/club meetings.

Until next time, keep looking up

Sandy Drake

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com
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Raise Funds for the National Balloon Museum
at No Extra Cost to You! 

The National Balloon Museum is excited to announce
its involvement as a Museum Partner with
ShopforMuseums.com.  As a Museum Partner, anyone
shopping online with their favorite national retailers
can have a portion of their purchase directed to the
National Balloon Museum at no additional cost.
ShopforMuseums.com is nationally recognized with
hundreds of Museum Partners across the country.
Whether you are in the market for books, office
supplies, apparel, gifts, travel reservations, home
improvement, school supplies, toys, electronics,
flowers or gourmet food You name it, the place to
start is at ShopforMuseums.com!  

Participation is simple and secure. To designate a
portion of your next online purchase to the National
Balloon Museum, simply: 

Go to www.ShopforMuseums.com.
Log in. 
Click on the National Balloon Museum. 
Then just click on the link of the store you want to
visit and go about your shopping. Stores are
organized by categories.

The percentage of your purchase will be tracked
automatically as long as you begin each time at
ShopforMuseums.com.  

Please use ShopforMuseums.com each time you shop
online and spread the word to friends and family. The
National Balloon Museum appreciates your support.

What is ShopforMuseums.com?

Founded five years ago by a former science museum
director, ShopforMuseums.com is an online shopping
fund-raising tool designed for museums, parks, zoos,
aquariums, nature centers, science centers and other
culturally and/or socially significant organizations to
easily receive extra donation money.  Funds can be
used for whatever the greatest need is within each
facility.  It is free to join both for the Museum Partners
and the shoppers who support them.

How does ShopforMuseums.com work?  

ShopforMuseums.com has established a special

relationship hundreds of national retailers, including
Lands

 
End, Amazon, Dell, Staples, Best Buy, Ebay,

Office Depot, Sears and many more.  By making online
purchases with participating retailers through
ShopforMuseums.com, individuals can designate a
percentage of their purchase to go to your organization,
at no extra cost to them. With each online visit,
shoppers simply start at www.ShopforMuseums.com,
sign in and select your museum to receive a donation.
They then click on the store they would like to shop at.
The rest is automatic! ShopforMuseums.com tracks the
sales and sends donations to the designated museums
quarterly.

Balloons Over Iowa Repair Station

Rob & Linda Bartholomew

18999 Blue Pl., Carlisle, IA

Phone: 515 989-3708

email: balloonsoveriowa@msn.com

http://www.ShopforMuseums.com
http://www.ShopforMuseums.com
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Calendar of Events

July 25- August 2 National Balloon Classic Contact Greg
M a r c h a n t - 5 1 5 - 9 6 1 - 8 4 1 5 o r
info@nationalballoonclassic.com  

August 8-10 Seymour Hamburger Balloon Rally
www.homeofthehamburger.org

August 8-10 Hartford WI WIWindDancer@cs.com

August 15-17 Centralia IL Balloon Fest
www.centraliail.com

August 17 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting, BOI
Balloonport, Carlisle, IA

August 22-24 

 

Garden City Hot Air Balloon Classic
Garden City, Kansas

A u g u s t 2 2 - 2 4 W i s c o n s i n R a p i d s , W I
www.cmnballoonrally.com

August 22-24 Lincoln IL Art & Balloon Fest
www.lincolnillinois.com/balloonfest

August 22-24 Columbia MO gsw1@mchsi.com

August 27 - September 1 US National Hot Air Balloon
Championship, Anderson, SC. Contact: BFA
Office, 515 961-8809 

A u g u s t 29 -31 Da n v i l l e IL N o n - E v en t
dean@heritagedevelop.com

September 5-6 Macomb IL Balloon Rally
balloons@macomb.com

September 5-7 

 

Huff n Puff Rally  Lake Shawnee,
T o p e k a , K S
http://greatplainsballoonclub.googlepages.com
E-mail: greatplainsballoonclub@gmail.com

September 12-14. 1st Annual Fields of Flight: Council
Bluffs Hot Air Balloon Festival Contact Matt
Fenster 402  740-6629

September 12-13 Eagle Creek-Shelbyville IL
bdenhart@insightbb.com

September 12-13 Forest Park, St. Louis
www.greatforestparkballoonrace.com

September 13 - 21 18th World Hot Air Balloon
Championship, Hofkirchen, Austria Contact:
http://www.balloon2008.com/

September 19-21 SW Iowa Hot Air Balloon Days, Creston,
IA Contact Rob Bartholomew

September 21 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting, BOI
Balloonport, Carlisle, IA

Sep 26-28 NKT Hot Air Balloon Rally East Moline, IL

Contact Stan Pasley  309 792-3000 home;
stanpcs@mchsi.com or stan.pasley@yahoo.com

October 4-12 

 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

October 10-12  Hot Air Balloon Regatta   Columbus,
Kansas

October 19 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting, BOI
Balloonport, Carlisle, IA

October 25 BOI Halloween Party BOI Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

November 16 6:30 p.m. BOI Membership Meeting, BOI
Balloonport, Carlisle, IA

Race organizers - please send your dates, etc for 2008 &
2009  to Carol - hotairflyn@aol.com

Happy Anniversary

Todd & Errin Patterson 8-2
Tom & Julie Ricke 8-4
Jerry & Rosa Tierman 8-9
Dan & Jeanne Wiley 8-14
Aaron & Elizabeth Gebhart 8-18
Al & Mel Appenzeller 8-26
Wyman & Mendi Borts 8-27
James & Julie Cahill 8-31
   
Allan & Mandy  Keller 9-4
Darcy & Marcy Hoch 9-14
Bob & Janice Shelton 9-14
Rob & Erika Nutting 9-20
Bob & Penny Pieper 9-25
Ward & Diane Roscoe 9-28
Jeff & Rhonda Thomm 9-29

http://www.homeofthehamburger.org
http://www.centraliail.com
http://www.cmnballoonrally.com
http://www.lincolnillinois.com/balloonfest
http://greatplainsballoonclub.googlepages.com
http://www.greatforestparkballoonrace.com
http://www.balloon2008.com/
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Happy
August

James Cahill 8-1
Mendi Borts 8-2
Amy Craig 8-2
Julie Cahill 8-2
Jena Erger 8-3
Morgan Fenster 8-3
Jen Nordhagen 8-3
Al Apppenzeller 8-4
LeRoy Clair 8-4
Christine Clemons 8-4
Matt Fenster 8-4
Cameron Hatcher 8-4
Katie Hatcher 8-4
Jenny Bridgewater 8-5
Dan Bertsch 8-6
LaVerna Edmister 8-8
Gary Fouche 8-8
Alex Oponski 8-8
Michelle Craig 8-13
Michelle Dalby 8-13
Sharon Foltz 8-14
Terry Garrett 8-15
Pam Hadley 8-16
Cynthia Nutting 8-16
Ariel Williams 8-16
Jon Danielson 8-19
Jeff Bridgewater 8-21
Brad Holcomb 8-21
Emilee Norris 8-21
Paul Schneider 8-21
Robert Nutting, Sr. 8-22
James Thompson 8-23
Julie Ricke 8-27
Melissa Christian 8-27
Brandon Pieper 8-28
Bruce  Thorman 8-29

Birthday
September

J.D.  Montague 9-1
Monica Thompson 9-2
Thad Bloom 9-4
Corrin Clemons 9-4
Nathan Ziino 9-4
Caitlyn Clair 9-5
Celsey Clair 9-5
Bill Sponsler 9-5
Tom Hatcher 9-5
Gabe Dalby 9-7
Ron Nollen 9-9
Joel Worthington 9-9
Steve Jones 9-10
Mark Harris 9-11
Georgia Oakes 9-11
Tim Cloyd 9-13
Michael Hadley 9-13
Cathy Clair 9-14
Lance Hoch 9-14
Bailey Marhoun 9-16
Karin Riepe 9-18
Dan Walker 9-18
Adena Worthington 9-19
Anna Schirn 9-20
Becky Wigeland 9-20
Gerald Conklin 9-21
Tyler Reinert 9-21
Chloe Gebhart 9-21
Zachary Nutting 9-23
Larry Van Wyngarden 9-23
Wayne Wasson 9-24
Tesha Huffaker 9-25
Brian Seymour 9-25
Rita Fromm 9-26
Teresa Purdy 9-26
Dan Corbin 9-27
Jason Jones 9-27
Gil Wigeland 9-27
Taylor Hatcher 9-27
Madison Rubin 9-28
Jeremy Rubin 9-28
Tiffany Anderson 9-30
Michele Corbin 9-30
Mike Reinert 9-30
Debbie Thorman 9-30

The Way It Was

30 years ago in BOI History:

August 1978 

 
Nationals:  Lawrence Burns  The

Flying Father

 
& John J. Johnson of Mason City

were among the 150 that launched in a mass
ascension. Governor Ray flew in Midnight
piloted by Rob Bartholomew. Mrs. Ray flew in
Archway

 
piloted by Dale Points; Balloonmeister

was Tom Sheppard; Event results - #1 Sid Cutter,
#2 Harold Carter, #3 Jeff Thompson, #13 J.J.
Johnson, #23 Rob Bartholomew; Article in DM
Register about 18 year old Jeff Thompson, flying
Blue Max .  Jeff placed third in the competition;

BFA adopted a resolution providing for the
National Hot Air Balloon Championships to be held
in perpetuity at Indianola, unless an 18 month
notice is first given

This is the 9th year Nationals have been held in
Indianola. The preliminary s were held in Indianola
in 1970 with the finals at the Iowa State Fair. 11
balloons participated in that first event. 17
participated in 1971; 42 in 1972; 86 in 1973; 168 in
1974; 199 in 1975; 215 in 1976 and 182 in 1977.
210 participated this year.  

25 years ago in BOI History:

July 1983 

 

110 Competitive & 100
Non-competitive Pilots expected at Nationals. BOI
members erected the fencing around & about
Simpson College.

7-24 Elaine Lawrence received her Commercial
license.
1983 Nationals: Quote from an article in the DM
Register Rob Bartholomew, a Carlisle farmer who
has evolved into the Luke Skywalker of Iowa
balloonists . Rob is quoted  - Back when I started
there were maybe five or six pilots in the state. Now
there s probably 100.

 

60 Iowa pilots competed at
the Nationals; #1 - Owen Keown  #2  David Levin,
#3 

 

Phil Glebe, #4 

 

Dave Schaffer, #5  Rob
Bartholomew. Balloonmeister 

 

Jim Birk; Pat Barz
of Colorado was named the new president of the
BFA 

 

the organization s first woman president;
Special Shapes   Mr. Peanut & The Flying Chateau;
Leo Eisenberg donated $100,000 to the National
Balloon Museum. This gift was a catalyst for a
fund-raising campaign for the construction of a new
museum. 
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8-14-1983 Gary Ford received his Private license.

8-25-1983 Dave Edmister received his Private
license.

8-31-1983 Jim Gebhart received his Commercial
license

20 years ago in BOI History:

July 88 

 
Thom Roberts, photographer died

suddenly of a heart attack. Pictorial remembrance
of him & his love of ballooning in the National
Balloon Museum.

7-10 Joyce Blevins received her Commercial
license.
August 88  National Balloon Museum opens.
August 88 

 

Report of Ballooning trip to Australia
by Donna Rieck. The original plan to pack the
balloon into a van & ship it all to Australia would
have forced them to refinance the house, cash in all
the life insurance policies, sell the car & start
selling themselves on the streets.  Those traveling
with Ralph & Donna included Carl Young, Cathy
Jensen, Laurie Allbaugh & Ken Allbaugh.  Donna
reported that the winds were so strong in Perth, that
the indoor pool had whitecaps on it!
1988 National Championship - 18th and final US
National Hot Air Balloon Championship to be held
in Indianola. The Championship will move to
Baton Rouge, LA for the next 3 years; 12 tasks
flown; David Levin grabbed a pole for $10,000;
Marlene Wall was the Event Coordinator, Nick
Saum was the championship director; Willard Scott
from NBC s Today Show

 

broadcast live from the
launch field; Rob Bartholomew, flying the familiar
yellow balloon with the black zig-zag, known at
Charlie Brown

 

won with 10,059 points  352
more than #2 Bruce Comstock.  Rob was the first
Iowa pilot to win the Nationals. 
1988 Iowa Championship: #1 Ralph Rieck, #2
Gordon Acuff, #3 Dennis Cox & Steve Hoover, #5
Dan Terry, #6 Dennis Tiege, #7 Wayne Wasson &
Jim Oakes, #9 Royce Pierson,  #10 Norm
Dockstader.  

15 years ago in BOI History:

July 18, 1993 BOI Meeting: $1,568.55 in treasury.
July newsletter:  Interview with Classic
Balloonmeister Rob Bartholomew  Due to the
recent floods & heavy rains, fields & waterways are
wet  choose your landing spots carefully. 

National Balloon Classic  July 30 - Aug 8 1993 -
Balloonmeister 

 
Rob Bartholomew; Executive

Director  Chris Goodale; 12 flights, 22 tasks; 8-7
2nd Annual Dick Drake Duck Drop; Jim Pearson's
crew - Crew of the Year; Special shapes: Hog
Heaven, Case International Tractor, United Van
Lines Truck,  Balloon Hilda and Hagar the
Horrible; 3 balloons retired - Rainbow Connection
(Ongs) Mnementh (Prines) & Whispering Blue
(Fromms); 1st Place - Bill Clemons,  2nd Becky
Petrehn,  3rd Jim Fromm, 6th Jim Thompson, 7th
Sherry Allsup, 8th Ralph Rieck. Bill sat out the
1992 event while he and wife Louise built a balloon
August 15, 1993 BOI Meeting:  $15,68.55 in
treasury; Jill Rubin has ordered a balloon & will
become a pilot 

 

to be trained by Wayne Wasson;
Ground school to be held in October; Paul
Randleman is to be the BOI representative to
NBC s Pilot Relations Board; a cookout was held
after the meeting. 
All Iowa Championships - Osky; 30 pilots, 1 flight;
IBA Crew of the Year - Joy Pearson; IBA
Balloonist of the Year - Sherry Allsup.

10 years ago in BOI History:

7-1-1998 Bill Mooberry received his Private
license.
7-8-1998 Jill Rubin received her Commercial
license.
7-13-1998 Jeremy Rubin received his Private
license
7-16-1998 Benji Clemons received his Commercial
license
1998 National Balloon Classic: Balloonmeister Jim
Christianson & Assistant Balloonmeister Mike
Reinert; Maury Petrehn overall winner, 2nd place
Paul Quandee, 3rd Karen Reipe; Special shapes
included UniRoyal Tire, Birthday Cake, Lady Bug,
Giant Clown & Moving van; Mike Oberman &
Black Diamond crew won 1st place in Balloonist
category at the Classic parade; Jill Rubin's crew
placed 2nd in bathtub races; President s Award 
Barb Knoll; Volunteer of the year - Mark Weeks;
Crew of the Year - BJ Excursion crew (Gebharts &
Seymours); Jon Russell Award - Tim McConnell;
First Annual BOI/IBA Tailgate party held 

 

Oakes
Swine & Dine BBQ team provided the meat.

(continued - page11)
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