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Ode to Spring

It seems like maybe Ode to Spring should be re-named Ode
to Wind

 

or Ode to Rain .  It was probably good that it was
too windy to fly, because the fields would have been too wet
to land in and everyone would have felt really bad sitting on
the ground on a perfect flyable day! 

Balloonists in Iowa are good at flying and Balloons Over
Iowa is good at partying - and party they did.  Members
dined on great food - meat catered by Kearney s restaurant
and potluck provided by BOI members.  Balloonmeister
Scott Armstrong called an outdoor non-flying task - won by
Don Prine!

MC Bill Griffin then announced the BOI yearly awards:

Crew of the Year - Steve & Kathi Pfeifer. Last year s crew
of the year (Diamond Jake crew) added a cooler of Mt. Dew,
a miniture fan, and a spider to the traveling trophy. 

Pilot of the Year - Jeremy King

Cleo Award - Jim Fromm for his years of dedication to
ballooning.

2008-2009 Board of Directors - Kirk Bloom, Jeremy King,
Todd Patterson, Ken Bolton & Caitlin Oponski. 

IRS Rebate

Help America - spend your rebate wisely. The federal
government is sending each and every one of us a $300 to
$600 rebate. If we spend that money at Wal-Mart, the money
will go to China. If we spend it on gasoline it will go to the
Arabs. If we purchase a computer it will go to India. If we
purchase fruit and vegetables it will go to Mexico,
Honduras, and Guatemala. If we purchase a car it will go to
Japan. If we purchase useless crap it will go to Taiwan and
none of it will help the American economy.

The only way to keep that money here at home is to buy
beer since this is the only product still produced in the US.

Thank you for your help.

St. Patrick s Day party

The fine BOI cooks were at it again - with Irish stew for the
St. Patty s Irish Stew cook-off.  First place was awarded to
Jeremy King, 2nd - Lynn Craig & 3rd - Amy Craig. Thanks to
judges Andy Warren, Mike McCaughey and Jerry Bolton. 

Members dined then prepared for the solemn & moving
initiation ceremony.  The Giant Leprechauns escorted the
new members to the front of the Balloonport as members
greeted them along the way.  Founding Fathers Bill Griffin
and  Rob Bartholomew spoke and lead the new members of
BOI in a solemn, moving pledge. Welcome the following
new members to BOI!

Tim Cloyd Ken Bolton

Elsie Cloyd Jerry Bolton

Patrick Cloyd Shanda Bolton

Brayden Murray Shelby Bolton

Shelly Deskin Jenni Hirschman

Linda Guffey Matt Trumper

Brad Curtis Mallory Parson

Andy Warren Mike McCaughey

Cindy Warren James Cahill

Haley Warren Brendon Cahill

Carrie Simerly Caitlin Oponski

Steve O Brien Josie Nordhagen

    

Balloons Over Iowa Membership Meetings

Meetings are held every third Sunday of the month
6:30 p.m. at the Balloon Port. Schedule of meetings:

June 15       July 20       August 17
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