


Ode to Spring
April 26, 2008

Please join Balloons Over Iowa in the celebration of Ode to Spring.  Because this
Celebration  has traditionally signified the arrival of Spring and the start of the flying
season, the event will include much merriment & joyous behavior. 

Serious business will also take place. The Board of Directors chosen to lead this great club
for the next year will be announced. One lucky pilot will be named Pilot of the Year . Crew
of the year and the famous Cleo award will also be announced.  Don t miss this wonderful
occasion!

Schedule:

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Registration at the National Balloon Museum, Indianola, IA. 

5:30 p.m. Pilot briefing at the museum

6:00 p.m.  Flight (weather permitting).  Festivities to be moved to the Balloonport if flight
is called off.

Pot luck will be held at the Balloonport after the flight.  The club will provide meat & beer.
Everyone is asked to bring a side dish or dessert & your own table service.  After dining will
be the announcement of the annual club awards and the crowning of the 2008-2009 Board.

Ode Officials:

Balloonmeister - Scott Armstrong
Assistant Balloonmeister - Jeremy Rubin
Weathermeister - Aaron Foelske
Assistant weathermeister - Adam Boden
Pilot registrationmeister - Jennifer Nordhagen
Pilot packmeister  Jim Fromm
Safetymeister/Coastguardmeister - Aaron

Gephart
Launchmeister  Bob Shelton
Balloonportmeisters - Rob & Linda

Bartholomew
Prizemeister - Joel Worthington 

Kegmeister - Elmo & Derrick Nordhagen
Barbequemeister - Dwight Freitag
Keeper of the purse - Jen Nordhagen
Finder of the virgin sacrifice - Kirk Bloom
Keeper of the virgin sacrifice - Thad Bloom
Virgin sacrifice - Cory Bloom
Protest jury - Rob B, Bill G, Dick D 
Cleanup committee - clean up after

yourself...unless your mother is actually
there.

Front cover: 2007 BOI Champions 1. Scott Armstrong, 2. Brad
Craig, 3. Rob Bartholomew
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              2007 BOI Championship 

1. Scott Armstrong 10. Leroy Clair
2. Brad Craig 11. Tom Ricke
3. Rob Bartholomew 12. Bill Griffin
4. Ryan Kintzel 13. Gary Fouche
5. Aaron Foelske 14. Joel Worthington
6. Todd Isley 15. BJ Anderson
7. Dick Drake 16. Brian Seymour
8. John Jensen 17. Todd Patterson
9. Bret Christian 18. Don Prine

Ground School 2008

Ground School was held February 16-17 at the BOI
Balloonport. 14 students from 4 states attended. 

A huge thanks to all the instructors: Dick Drake -
Sectionals, Don Prine - (Commercial) Instruction
Techniques & Teaching Process, Jason Jones  - Balloon
Systems & Balloon Health, Bill Griffin  - Weather, Matt
Fenster - Instruments, Donna Rieck  - FAR's, and Rob
Bartholomew - testing. Thanks also to Rob & Linda
Bartholomew for hosting the weekend. 

Another huge thanks to everyone who helped with food -
Linda Bartholomew & Phyllis Drake, and especially Donna
Rieck for all the delicious goodies for which Ground School
is famous.

Organizers for Ground School were Mike Oberman (Ground
Schoolmeister), Joel Worthington & Al Appenzeller. 

Students attending were: Phillip Smith, Steven Goff, Tom
Hatcher, Sue Anthony, Steve  Davidson, Sean Smith, Darcy
Hoch, John Winkel, Ken Bolton, Jerry Bolton, Dan & Katie
Walker, Eldon Benus, and Tim Cloyd

Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!  

I m taking pen in paw on March 2nd to prepare my letter for
our next issue of Touch and Go .  Dad says that March
comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.  It s 60
degrees outside and feels downright balmy. That s scary.
Even cousin Bill Griffin can t predict this year s weather.
Neither Vice President Sandy nor I can remember a winter
with fewer flights.  Cousin Bill says the weather will always
balance out and is predicting great flying this spring and
summer and an incredible Ode to Spring.  We all hope that s
true.  

The countdown is on for our St. Patrick s Day Party on
March 15th.  Our membership continues to grow and many
contribute that to our solemn initiation ceremony.
Personally, I think it is the great Irish stew.  Some claim to
see Giant Green Leprechauns at the party, but that might be
wishful thinking.  Guess you have to attend to know for
sure.

Although the BOI Retirement Home Committee appears to
have suspended operation until world peace is achieved, BOI
continues to support activities of the site selection sub-
committee or the CIA.  Expenses for Don Prine and wife,
Gerry, to spend a week in Key Largo, Florida have just been
submitted.  The dates coincide with the retirement of Fidel
Castro.  Dad and Mom are booking a flight to Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico.  I hope they won t be in any danger.  It
makes me proud to see BOI supporting these membership
initiatives.  

Anyway, Spring is just around the corner.  Lots of annuals
are being performed at the Balloonport, so I know pilots and
crews are prepared and anxious to fly.  I enjoy lying on an
envelope and eavesdropping on all the conversations.  Pilot
Gomer wants us to Honk if you love peace and quiet.
Whatever you do, always remember to:

Fly Safely,

Meika
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Touch And Go is a bi-monthly publication of the
Balloons over Iowa Balloon Club. Opinions
expressed and advertising appearing in this
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or
endorsements of the BOI Club or its members. The
BOI Club or its members can not be held liable for
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this newsletter, please credit Balloons Over Iowa
Touch & Go as the source.

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

OK, what is up with this weather? What will this spring/summer bring?
I will be anxious to ask Bill Griffin and Brad Temeyer to see what their
spring/summer predictions are.  I m sure you all are hoping for some
good flying weather!

Despite all the weekend snowstorms the past couple months, things have
been a busy.  For some, busier than others.  The National Balloon
Classic s Puttin on the Ritz was held in February.  From stories I ve
heard everyone at the event had a great time.  I had plans to attend, but
fell under the weather so I had to stay home.  Maybe next year.

The 2008 Ground school just wrapped up and another successful ground
school.   I actually paid attention to the speakers this year.  If you were
not able to attend the 2008 Ground School or know someone who would
be interested in attending be sure to mark the 2009 school on your
calendar.  Dates have not been officially set yet, but visit with Carol and
she can get you dates once they are finalized.  As I always say every
year, this is one of the best ground schools in the Midwest. Thank you
to all the instructors and volunteers!  

March 15th is the BOI s annual St. Patrick s and New Member initiation
bash.  This is an evening you will not want to miss.  There are fabulous
prizes given away for the best Irish stew, and a new member initiation
complete with Giant Green Leprechauns. To top the evening off, there
will be membership Karaoke.  I have heard that the Karaoke contest is
become so popular that American Idol judges (Paula Abdul, Simon
Cowell  and Randy Jackson) are working their schedules to see if BOI
really has the next Idol.   

Be sure to mark April 26th on your calendars. This is the first Iowa
Balloon race of the season - Ode to Spring.  BBQ, competitive flying
events (weather permitting) with fabulous prizes, indoor competition,
awards ceremony, outgoing board member recognition and new board
recognition.  Awards given that evening include crew of the year, Pilot
of the year (this is a prestigious award given to pilots), and the highest
award in BOI - the Cleo Award. There have only been two pilots who
have had the honor of receiving Pilot of the Year twice.

I would like to take this time promote a publication called Hot Air
Balloon Crewing Essentials

 

by Gordon Schwontkowski.  This is a great
publication for new crew just getting into balloon and even experienced
crew to brush up on their crewing skills.   The publication shows how to
assemble the balloon safely, proper radio communications, landowner
relations, fan safety, type of clothing to wear, and much more. I
definitely recommend this book.  Pilots if you are looking at getting
your crew something, this would be a great gift.  Copies are available for
sale at the National Balloon Museum. Contact the museum  at
5 1 5 - 9 6 1 - 3 7 1 4 o r v i s i t t h e i r w e b - s i t e a t
www.nationalballoonmuseum.com.

Many of you have heard rumors that I have been a little bit under the
weather.  Yes, those rumors are true. It s nothing serious at this time, but
with some medication and a little bit of rest I should be back up to par
in a few months.   I m really excited to actually take a vacation this year.
Meika highly suggested I go as she thought it would do me good to get

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com
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away. I m really excited to spend time with the family.  I
will definitely send a postcard.  

Until next time keep looking up!

Sandy Drake.

Floating Through Time In Germany,
Switzerland and France

The National Balloon Museum has built a tour to include the
first balloon museum (Chateau De Balleroy), the Zeppelin
Museum and factory, and a ride in a zeppelin. We have
added area interests from Switzerland, Germany, and France
that are part of the package with many possible side trips.
We are putting it out to the Ballooning community and any
interested persons. Our deadline for signing up is April 25th,
2008. We scheduled it between the National Balloon Classic
and the Albuquerque Fiesta so that all the balloonists
wouldn't be affected. The prices for rooms are set-up for
double occupancy. Please let us know if you have any
interest in joining us on this tour. We will try to answer any
of your questions.

Becky Wigeland
National Balloon Museum
www.nationalballoonmuseum.com 

September 11 - 25, 2008

Day 1: Your journey begins in Des Moines as you board
your overnight flight to Munich
Day 2: Arrival in Munich. Make your way to the hotel
and enjoy the city.
Day 3: After breakfast you will take in the sites of
Munich on a double- decker bus Hop on Hop off tour.
Spend your day discovering the Palace of
Nymphenburg, the former summer residence of the
Bavarian Princes and Kings. Visit the Olympic grounds
where you will find other attractions like Sea Life, the
BMW museum and the new BMW car world. Enjoy a
fantastic panoramic view from the top of the 290 meter
high artist quarter of Schwabing where you may stroll
along Leopold Street. 
Day 4: Day at leisure or optional tour of the Royal
Castles Neuschwanstein and Linderhof. If you take this
tour you will visit two of Ludwigs II s dream castles in
the heart of the Bavarian Alps.
Day 5: Today you are off by train to Friedrichshafen to
tour the Zeppelin museum and factory.
Day 6: Take in the sites of Lake Constance and an
optional Zeppelin flight. 30 minute flight over
Friedrichshafen $292.00 per person. 1 hour flight around
Lake Constance $519.00 per person
Day 7: Travel by train to Zurich, Switzerland the rest of
the day is yours to explore.
Day8: Take a step back in time as you travel to Lucerne.
After a panoramic tour of the town you will proceed to
a typical Old Town Restaurant where traditional Swiss
dishes will be served. You will start with a cheese

Fondue, followed by a hearty bratwurst and a delicious
dessert. During lunch you will be entertained with
yodeling, singing, alp horn-blowing and flag-throwing.
After lunch take time and explore Lucerne before your
return to Zurich.
Day 9: Day at leisure or optional tour of the
Appenzellerland and a chocolate factory.  This tour
takes you on a journey where old traditions are still
alive. Learn the art of making chocolate and observe the
traditional way of cheese making.
Day 10: Back on board the train you will travel to Caen,
France. Relax and enjoy the scenery.
Day 11: Spend today at The Chateau De Balleroy.
Wander through the Chateau and explore one of the very
first balloon museums.
Day 12: Day at leisure with optional tours to museums
and Normandy beaches.
Day 13: Take the train to Paris and enjoy the day
wandering the Champs Elysees or visiting the Louvre.
Day 14: Today you will experience Paris starting with
a 2 hour tour with an escorted driver. You will see the
Champs-Elysees, the Arc de Triumph, Concorde Square,
the Invalides, the Eiffel Tower, the Trocadero, the
Opera, Notre Dame Cathedral, the Louvre Museum,
Orsay Museum, Madeliene Church and many more.
After having shown you the key spots of Paris, you will
be taken for lunch at restaurant/cafeteria Café Seine,
where there will be a table reserved for you. You will
then embark a delightful cruise along the Seine, offering
you a fantastic opportunity to take in the sights of Paris,
from the famous river. Your tour will terminate at the
foot of the Eiffel Tower. The rest of your day is at
leisure.
Day 15: Return flight home

Rates:

Round trip air from Des Moines:  $917.00 per person on
Northwest Airlines
Hotel and tours: $1735.50 per person double occupancy,
$2625.00 per person single occupancy
Rail passes: Eurail Select Pass Saver, 5 days in 2 months
$400.00 per person

Optional tours:

The Royal Castles Neuschwanstein and Linderof
$154.00 per person
Appenzellerland with chocolate factory $169.00 per
person
Full day tour of Museums and Normandy Beaches
$111.00 per person
Half day tour of Museums and Normandy Beaches
$66.00 per person
Prices vary for Zeppelin flights.

Not included: Admission to Zeppelin museum and Chateau
De Balleroy or Hotel transfers.

Hotels:
Munich - Germania, a moderate hotel centrally located

http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com


Touch & Go   Page 6

in the city.
Friedrichshafen - Best Western Goldenes, an historical
hotel centrally located in the city.
Zurich - Montana, traditional hotel located city centre
and walking distance from Main station.
Caen - Otelinn, traditional hotel with in 10 minutes from
city centre and 15 minutes from the D-Day Beaches.
Paris - Astrid, a superior tourist hotel in the hub of the
city. It offers an excellent view of the Arc de Triumph
and is close to the Champs Elysees.

Balloon Museum Hosts Ballooning Fashion
Flare Brunch 

Seventy-five people attended a fashion show and brunch
featuring clothes, quilts and wall hangings made from hot air
ballooning fabric or fabric decorated with balloons was
hosted at the National Balloon Museum in Indianola, Iowa
on January 26.  The event was called Ballooning Fashion
Flare Brunch. There was a youth division for under age 16
and an adult division for persons 16 and over.  Entries were
in seven categories: Sundress, Nightwear, Hoodies/Jackets,
Children s Play Outfits, Shorts Outfits, Wall Hanging and
quilts.  

The designers were: Michelle Polson, Barb Jones, Monica
Thompson, Emma Thompson, Clara Thompson, Janice
Shelton, Kathryn Hanson, Tesha Huffaker, Linda & Allison
Brown and Donna Rieck.  The designers were from
Indianola, Newton, Des Moines, West Des Moines,
Minneapolis and Ellsworth.  The clothing items were
modeled by Nikki Casey, Kali Vanderpool, Michelle Polson,
Barb Jones, Emma Thompson, Clara Thompson, Monica
Thompson, Janice Shelton, Tesha Huffaker, Jim Fromm, and
Larry Huffaker.  

The winning designs were voted on by the attendees by
putting quarters in jars for each item.  The design which got
the most quarters was the winning design in each category.
Michelle Polson placed first in the Sundress and Shorts
Outfit categories.  Janice Shelton won first place in the Quilt
and Hoodie/Jacket category. Barb Jones won in the Wall
Hanging Category.  Emma and Clara Thompson tied for first
place in the Children s Outfit category.  Each winner
received a $25 gift certificate in the museum gift shop and
a certificate of congratulations.  

Door prizes were provided by the following Indianola
merchants: The Victorian Cottage Shoppe, The Treasurers,
Taylor Floral and Gifts Boutique, Joe s Hallmark Shop and
Kerry s Flowers and Creative Touches.  A wonderful brunch
was catered by Catering by Kathryn of Indianola.
Ballooning material was donated by Balloons Over Iowa of
Carlisle, Iowa, Midwest Balloon Services of Patterson, Iowa
and National Ballooning Ltd. of Patterson Iowa.  

Plans are already underway for the 2009 Ballooning Fashion
Flare Brunch to be held the third Saturday of January 2009
in Indianola. For information contact museum curator,
B e c k y W i g e l a n d a t 5 1 5 9 6 1 3 7 1 4 o r

flamingbecky@aol.com. 

I want to thank everyone for supporting the National
Balloon Museum's first Ballooning Fashion Flare either by
donating material, attending the Flare, designing and sewing
the balloon fashions, and modeling the  fashions. Everyone
had a great time and we are planning on having the next one
on the third Saturday in January of 2009 (January 17th). So
get your thinking caps on and you have almost a year to
come up with a fabulous original design made of balloon
material or material with balloons on it. Come join the fun.
See you next year!!!

Becky Wigeland

FAA Mandates Plastic Pilot Certificates

Still hanging onto your paper pilot certificate? You ll need
to upgrade to a  plastic pilot certificate by March 31, 2010.
The FAA released its final rule on Feb. 28, announcing the
required switch to the  certificate it deems is more
counterfeit resistant.

If you are attached to your paper certificate and original
issuance date (the  plastic certificate will have a new one),
don t worry. You can keep your  paper  certificate for
nostalgia; you just can t use it to fly. If you do miss the 2010
deadline, you won t have to take a checkride or any exams
to get back in the air  as pilot in command. Simply request
the plastic certificate through the FAA s Web site
(http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certificat
ion/certificate_replacement/) . The cost is $2. However, if
you change your  pilot certificate number from your Social
Security number, the switch is  free. 

Temporary, student, and flight instructor certificates are not
impacted by   this rule. Those with nonpilot certificates, such
as ground instructors, flight  engineers, and mechanics, will
have until March 31, 2013 to change to a  plastic  certificate.

Pilots can request the plastic certificate Because the FAA is
currently processing replacement certificate for pilots  who
fly internationally to meet the English proficient
endorsement, pilots might want to wait a few weeks before
requesting a plastic certificate to prevent a  backlog.

http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/airmen_certificat
ion/certificate_replacement/
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