
January - February, 2008

2007 Year in Review

January
January BOI Meeting: Meeting chaired by Brad Craig:
15 members present; Colton Craig attended his first
meeting
Elijah William Fenster, born Tuesday, January 23, 2007.
Elijah weighed 7 lbs, 5 oz. and was 19 ½ inches long.
Parents - Matt and Emily Fenster. Grandparents -
Wendy and Don Fenster.
Brody Ray Hermanson, born January 29, 2007. Brody
weighed 8 lbs, 3oz. Parents - Jake and Jennifer
Hermanson. Grandparents - Gary & Merrie Fouche. 

February
February 4-5, 2007 - Rich Jaworski set two new world
records in an 3 hour 12 minute flight.   
February 17-18 Ground School held at the BOI
Balloonport. 22 students from 6 states attended;
Students and instructors were provided with plotters;
instructors: Dick Drake -  Sectionals, Don Prine -
(Commercial) Instruction Techniques & Teaching
Process, Jason Jones  - Balloon Systems & Balloon
Health, Bill Griffin  - Weather, Matt Fenster -
Instruments, Donna Rieck  - FAR's, and Rob
Bartholomew - testing. Organizers for Ground School
were Mike Oberman (Ground Schoolmeister), Joel
Worthington & Al Appenzeller.
February BOI Meeting: Meeting chaired by Bill Griffin;
19 members present; Breiden Van Broekhuizen's first
BOI Meeting; Ground school income of $2164.37
leaving us with a balance of 104 kegs; Dick presented an
unscientific audit of the 20 year beer consumption at the
Balloonport - $94,758; Dick Drake chosen to be
balloonmeister for 2007 Ode to Spring

March
Retirement Home Committee: a site visit to Las Vegas
by Don and Gerry Prine
Iowa Western Community College Foundation
announced that the IWCC (Council Bluffs) Balloon Fair
Ends Eight-year Run
BOI St. Patrick's Day party: only one entry in the Irish
Stew Cookoff - Jim Fromm's delicious stew obviously
won first place; Derek Nordhagen made his debut as
Giant Leprechaun; Founding Fathers Bill Griffin, Rob
Bartholomew and Don Prine spoke and led the new
members of BOI in a solemn, moving pledge; new
members - Sue Anthony, Aricka Lambson, Brett

Boerner, Chad Parsons, Richard Jaworski, Peggy
Parsons, Marianne Kitchell, Emma Pearsons, Kierstin
Keller, Kaly Pearsons, Tammy Lambson, Jordan Pierce,
Lexi Lambson, Brad Temeyer. 
BOI Meeting: chaired by Linda Pickering; 19 members
present; Bad news - the secret keg factor has gone up
due to the increased cost of kegs; we have 72.5 kegs
Peyton Schulte - 9# 11 oz - 22" , born 3-25-07 to parents
Courtney & Adam.

April
Ode to Spring - April 28: Balloonmeister - Dick Drake,
Assistant Balloonmeister - Tom Ricke; The weather
gods granted us a special treat - a flyable day for Ode to
Spring; Joel Worthington, flying a traditional shaped
105,000 cubic foot balloon flew right to the X and
jumped into first place with a 2' 7" drop; Crew of the
Year: last year's winner Bill Craig added a set of jumper
cables to the award. 2007 crew of the year was awarded
to Joel Worthington's crew; Pilot of the Year - Eldon
"Gomer" Benus - only the second pilot to have won this
coveted award twice; Cleo award - Jen Nordhagen for
her service to the club as Treasurer, party planner,
Karaoke madam and keeper of the secret keg factor;
2007-2008 Board: Thad Bloom, Brett Christian, Joyce
Jensen, Scott Armstrong, Jim Norris; Ode to Spring
flight winners: 1. Joel Worthington, 2. Bill Griffin, 3.
John Jensen. 

(Continued - page 3)

BOI St. Patrick s Party
      March 15, 2008 6:30 p.m.

Irish Stew Cook-off
Initiation of New members
Appearance of the Giant

Leprechauns 
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Touch And Go is a bi-monthly publication of the Balloons over
Iowa Balloon Club. Opinions expressed and advertising
appearing in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views
or endorsements of the BOI Club or its members. The BOI Club
or its members can not be held liable for the failure of any
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We authorize the reprinting of any original work in this
newsletter, please credit Balloons Over Iowa Touch & Go as
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Note change in time for February 17th

BOI Meeting - to be held at 5pm, due to
Ground School

Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!  

Wasn t it just yesterday that computer systems were in disarray because
they weren t programmed to handle 2000?  Dad says time moves so fast
that a new year is here before he can get serious about last year s
resolutions.  I resolved to exercise and lose weight.

Planning meetings are being conducted for our Balloons Over Iowa
Ground School.  I hope we have lots of students because it s amazing how
much effort is expended to conduct the school.  My favorite parts are
weather and lunch.  When it s warm, Vice President Sandy and I spend a
lot of time outside contemplating the clouds.  The rest of our time is spent
eating.  The lunches provided at ground school are incredible.

In my last letter to our members, I requested articles about any great
holiday flights.  That must have created a weather jinx.  For awhile there,
it appeared that we would have a blizzard every weekend.  At least the
days are starting to get longer and spring always heralds a new flying
season.  If global warming is changing the weather, maybe we will fly at
Ode to Spring.

I saw Founding Father Terry Boettcher as he was ushering in the New
Year.  Terry is retiring after a distinguished career.  He still, however,
refers to his contributions to the origin of BOI as his greatest
accomplishment.  Maybe we can get him to our St. Patrick s Day party on
March 15.  As an author of our BOI initiation, his presence would be
refreshing.  Terry always contended that balloonists seem normal until you
get to know them.

Anyway, it s time for balloonists to attend Ground School, go to a BOI
monthly meeting, attend Puttin On The Ritz , enjoy our St. Patrick s Day
party or fly at Ode To Spring.  Whatever you do, always remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Happy New Year!  Can you believe this crazy weather we have been
having?   As I paw this article out today, I ve noticed the weather reports
were saying several tornadoes had hit MO, IL, and parts of WI.  Yes,
tornadoes in January.  If these crazy weather systems can get out of our
way now, maybe our flying season will be incredible for 2008.

In looking at the 2008 calendar, many events are starting to get geared up.
The National Balloon Classic s Puttin

 

on the Ritz will be held February
9, 2008 at the Downtown Des Moines Marriott. If you have not ever been
to one of these events it is well worth the time and money.  Also scheduled
in February is the Balloons Over Iowa annual Ground school which will
be held February 15-17.  Each year, ground school gets bigger and bigger.
One more event you definitely will not want to miss is the BOI annual St.
Patrick s Day bash. This event is like no other event. It features the Irish
stew contest, new member initiation, and (back by popular demand) the
Giant Green Leprechauns.  It s been rumored that there will be
Leprechauns in training.

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
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Letter from VP Sandy (continued)

For all you future fashion designers, be sure to check out the
National Balloon Museum s balloon fashion show scheduled
for January 26 at the Museum. This is a big fund-raiser for
the museum.  I ve heard there are many designers hard at
working in creating the next balloon fabric wearables.

I ve been trying to convince Meika that she needs to throw
her name in the running for the White House.  I feel she has
just has much experience running the White House as do all
the other candidates. Look how successful she has been as
President of BOI.  Maybe what the country needs is no
by-laws and 2 to 3 parties a year if not more.

Well, it s getting close to lunch time here in Ratcliff, IA. I
wanted to get this article pawed out and over to Carol Harris
before the deadline.  Yes, Carol once again I m cutting the
deadline pretty close. I do apologize.

I hope this finds everyone doing well.  Until next time,

Keep looking up.
Sandy Drake

2007 Year in Review
April (continued)

BOI Meeting: chaired by Linda Pickering; 8
members present; decision made to change from
kegs to cases for parties 

May
Retirement Home Committee report - discussion on
the financial troubles of the City of Sandyville.  
Kristi Bloom graduated from Indianola  High
School
Pat Cloyd graduated from Johnston High School
Bret & Melissa Christian were  married 5-5-07
Brett & Melissa Boerner were married  5-12-07
May BOI Meeting: chaired by Jim Norris; 20
members present
May 27 - Paul "Ed" Yost, considered the  father of
modern hot-air  ballooning, died from natural
causes at his home in Taos, New  Mexico
Emmetsburg - #1 Ryan Kintzel, #2 Jason
Jones/Cory Bloom tie #3 Chris Reinert

June
BOI Meeting: chaired by Bill Griffin; 6 members
present; member info - Currently 143 members, 41
still to pay dues, 9 Honorary members
Hunter Robert Nutting born June 22, 6:34 a.m. to
Robert, Jr & Erika Nutting - 8 lbs, 7 oz, 21½" long

July 
Jaden Rose Clair born July 19 to Leroy  & Cathy
Clair - 7 lbs, 9oz, 19½" long
Jeremy Rubin - Rookie of the Year at the BFA
Nationals

Deke Sonnichsen & Malcom Forbes were inducted
into the Ballooning Hall of Fame at the National
Balloon Museum

August
National Balloon Classic - flew 16 out of 17
possible flights; over 19,000 gallons of fuel were
used; 1 Scott Armstrong, 2 Brad Craig, 3 Jeremy
Rubin, 4 Rob Bartholomew, 5 Ryan Kintzel; Crew
of the Year - Herb Heriford's crew; John Russell
award - Jim Fromm;  Landowner of the Year -
Gwen Hodson; Newcomer of the Year - Jeff Jones
of Texas; Kirk Bloom grabbed the tennis ball from
the pole to win the $10,000 prize!
Brad Temeyer soloed 8-17.
Tim Cloyd received his Private license August 25th
BOI Meeting: meeting chaired by Bret Christian; 8
members & 4 guests present

September 
Brookfield - #1 Cory Bloom, #2 Paul Petrehn #3
Todd Isley; Jim Thompson won the Petrehn Cup
Creston - 2 flights; #1 Todd Isley, #2 Brad Craig, #3
Brent Wiltse; Rookie of the year - Holly Pfeifer
BOI Meeting: chaired by Scott Armstrong; 30
members present; Discussions on whether money
should be reported in kegs or in cans, now that we
purchase cases for parties instead of kegs; we have
360 cases. 

October
Jim Thompson was awarded the BFA's highest
award, the Shields-Trauger Memorial Award. Jim
was recognized for his 17 years of service to the
BFA as a Director, President, NAA Delegate, and
Chairman of the Competition Committee .
Jill Rubin flight weathered out
Bridges of Madison County flight weathered out
BOI Meeting: chaired by Joyce Jensen; 16 members
present; Guests introduced - Ken & Jerry Bolton,
they purchased Brad Craig's balloon.
BOI Halloween Party - The theme was Pirates of the
Caribbean; Kids costume contest: 1. Abbie Curtis,
2. Hunter Van Patten,  3. Bailee Van Patten, Coolest
- Kelsey Clair, Most Humorous - Jayden Clair, Best
Overall - Colton Craig; Adult costume contest: Most
original - Jeremy King; Scariest - Derek Nordhagen;
Creepiest - Mike Guffy; Best Overall - Mike
McCaughey; Chili Cook-off - 7 entries: 1. Lynn
Craig 2. Erin Patterson

November
A Stunning report from the Balloons Over Iowa
Retirement Home Planning and Site Acquisition
Committee: Perhaps in the future, the full story of
BOIRHPSAC can be told. The successes of our
members have received recognition at the highest
levels of confidential restricted access agencies.
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