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Jim Thompson Wins BFA Award

Jim Thompson of Des Moines, lowa was honored at the
BFA Annua Membership Meeting during the 36th Fiestain
Albuquergque when he was named the latest recipient of the
BFA'shighest award, the Shields-Trauger Memorial Award.
Thompson was recognized for his 17 years of serviceto the
BFA asaDirector, President, NAA Delegate, and Chairman
of the Competition Committee from 2000 to 2007. In
accepting the award Thompson thanked hiswife Conniefor
her unfailing support through the years and said he shared
the honor with her.

SW lowa Hot Air Balloon Days
Creston, lowa

59 Pilots, their crews, and sponsors met at the Elks Club for
pilot registration & for the Pilots’ meeting for a possible
Friday night flight. The winds were too strong for a task,
but pilots were released to fly at their discretion. Several
went out to find alaunch spot, but sincethewindsdidn’t die
down, no-one flew.

Saturday morning everyone gathered at the airport, and
pilots were sent off with 2 targets. The winds changed, and
onetarget wascanceled. 32 pilots scored on the target at the
airport, with Bret Christian #1 with a5.03' drop. Due to the
long flights & long pack-ups, the
“Crappy Beer” contest had to be
postponed - they had to mind that “8
hours from bottle to throttle” rule.
Many pilots participated in
Creston’s great parade. The
afternoon brought somelight rain &
the evening task was canceled. Then
it was time for the “Crappy Beer”
contest. Many new & interesting
beers were brought forward - ones
that many had never heard of! The
winners (or loosers) were"Arrogant
Bastard Ale" (Wayne Mohring) for
bottles & "Gubernija Grand 9.5"
(Dan Bertsch) for cans & for

Wayne Mohring

overal.

Sunday morning, Rob called a3 part task - aFI T, Maximum
Distance Doubledrop & aFly-ontask. Ryan Kintzel was#1
ontheFIT withab5.00' drop. Aaron Foelskewonthe MXDD
with 3281'". Brad Craig won the FOT with a 3.03 drop. A
large crowd attended the brunch at the Super-Tel. Thisisthe
30" year for Creston Balloon Days. 2 pilots have attended
every year - Rob Bartholomew & Bill Griffin.

1 Todd Isley 10. Jon Shelton

2. Brad Craig 11. Cory Bloom

3. Brent Wiltse 12. Christine Bertsch
4, RyanKintzel 13. Rob Bartholomew
5. Bill Clemons 14. Jm Norris

6. Dan Corhin 15. Kirk Bloom

7. Mark Harris 16. Aaron Gebhart

8. Holly Pfeifer 17. Aaron Foelske

9. Scott Armstrong

Rookie of the year - Holly Pfeifer
Next year’s event will be September 19-21, 2008.

BOI Halloween Party

Thetheme was Pirates of the Caribbean & there were many
scary pirates present. Asusual, members & guests dined on
great BOI Chili & Pot-luck. After eating & costume
contests, the kids participated in a Treasure hunt. Thanksto
all who helped decorate, brought chili, and hel ped clean-up.

Adult costume contest

Most original - Jeremy King
Scariest - Derek Nordhagen
3. Bailee Van Patten Creepiest - Mike Guffy
Coolest - Kelsey Clair Best Overall - Mike McCaughey
Most Humorous - Jayden Clair

Best Overall - Colton Craig

Chili Cook-off - 7 entries
1 Lynn Craig
2. Erin Patterson

Kids costume contest:
1. AbbieCurtis
2. Hunter Van Patten
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Letter from President Meka
Hello to all my friends!

Another Halloween at the Balloonport. Lotsof costumesand lot of kids! 1’m
beginning to think that our sport of ballooning is going to be assured of
continuing growth. Past President Gretchen wrote about our Founding
Fathers’ desire to “sow the seeds of enthusiasm for ballooning”, but | don’t
think any of them envisioned this.

Speaking of Founding Fathers, Dad (Rob) has started to complain about sore
joints and cold weather. Just when our BOI Retirement Home should be
coming tofruition, wediscover that most members of BOIRHPSAC have been
recruited for sensitive diplomatic postsin Iraq or have been placed in aFedera
Witness Protection Program.

Vice President Sandy and | have discussed our commitment to all BOI
initiatives and we are compiling a list of members willing to volunteer for
Board or Committee assignments that require late meetings and long hours.
Please contact usif you are interested in additional service.

The weather has been great for flights and soon the holiday season will be
uponus. | hope we have many opportunities to decorate the sky with beautiful
balloons. If you have agreat holiday flight, please submit an article to Carol
forinclusionin Touch & Go. Actually, any holiday article could be welcome
and fun. Aswe hunker down for winter, savor every day, fly as often asyou
can and always remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika

L etter from Vice-President Sandy

It appearsanother ballooning season hascometo aclose. The Halloween party
(which, | hear, was a huge success) and daylight savings have passed, which
usually means the flyable days are far between. Yet, | hear there are some
pilots that are considering doing some winter flying and some may be
attempting along jump. If you do decide to brave this upcoming lowa winter,
then from al of us that are too wise (old) to do such things, we wish you the
best of luck. 1’d much rather take a nap in the warmth of the house.

| would like to take this time to say thanks to al of you who attended the
parties throughout the year, thanks to all of you who wrote articles or
submitted photosfor the newsl etter, and athank-you to everyonewho attended
the BOI meetings. A big Thank-you to all who help coordinate the annual
ground school. Your support by continuing to be a member is greatly
appreciated. Before | end my article, 1 would like to take this time to
congratulate one of our club members, Jim Thompson, who received the
Balloon Federation of America’s Shield Trauger award at the BFA’s general
meeting in Albuquerque, NM. Thisis one of the BFA’s top awards. Again
congratulations Jm on a well deserved award. For more information
regarding the Shield Trauger award, check out the article on page 1.

That’s al for now. | wish you and your family a Happy and safe Holidays!
Please, do not forget our Troops!

Sandy Drake
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Retirement Center Update
November 2007

Rob Bartholomew, Dick Drake, Jim Fromm, Bill Griffin, Mike Oberman, Don Prine, Wayne Wasson, members of
the Balloons Over lowa Retirement Home Planning and Site Acquisition Committee (BOIRHPSAC), submitted
the following report:

Despite extraordinary circumstances, your BOIRHPSA C has been dedicated to refreshment flow and the eventual
construction of aBalloonsOver lowaRetirement Home. Nightly gatherings of talented, selfless, and dedicated BOI
members constituted a diverse pool of patriotic Americans. In retrospect, how were we to know that World
Renowned Architect Phil Pash was also a top level CIA operative, and who could have guessed that MORK
(Motorcyclists Over Road Kill) was comprised of paid mercenaries employed by our own government.

Perhaps in the future, the full story of BOIRHPSAC can be told. It will make you proud. The successes of our
members have received recognition at the highest levels of confidential restricted access agencies. That is, of
course, why we can’t talk about it. In the interim, however, many BOIRHPSAC members have been deployed to
hot spots around the world to promote world peace. Activities of the current BOIRHPSAC membersto design and
build our retirement home will be temporarily postponed until that goal is achieved.

Expenses will be submitted in the usual manner.
Respectfully submitted

The Board received the BOIRHPSAC Committee report and sat in stunned silence. Michelle Craig asked, “What
does all this mean?’ Jen Nordhagen observed that Dick Drake, Don Prine and Wayne Wasson had been
conspicuously absent from BOI activities during the past months. Mary Conklin mentioned she had recently
received a hot air balloon postcard form Baghdad, Irag.

Linda Bartholomew volunteered that Rob had been acting strange and keeping unusual hours. She requested a
ponderance. Sherry Allsup called to ask if Red has been helping with the harvest throughout the past six weeks.
Patti Todden requested a ponderance.

Brad Craig hinted that he and Derek Nordhagen may have received young father deferments, but are more than
willing to meet nightly with others who will keep the dream of a BOI Retirement Home alive. Eric Brown
immediately volunteered to serve on the hospitality subcommittee. A ponderance was called.

The entire Board retired to the refrigerator. Weighty issues were discussed. Isthisthe end of our dream? When
will world peace be achieved? The computer beeped, an expense voucher has been received from Ankara, Turkey.

Christmasin the Aire

The National Balloon Museum is celebrating the season with an Open House on
December 8th from 10:00-4:00. Come and view the Christmas Ballooning exhibits
and the other historical ballooning displays. Our gift shop is full of unusual and
exquisite ballooning items for that unique person on your Christmas list. All
purchases will receive 10% off and our members will receive 20% off the price.
Refreshments will be served.
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Symptoms of Ballooning Withdrawal...

Observing current weather outside and constantly
saying..itsflyable' or 'its not flyable'.
Thinking any dot on the horizon might be aballoon.

Making TheWeather Channel forecast website your
homepage and checking all your weather websites
each day for tomorrow’s forecast.

Checking with all your ballooning friends to see if
they have flown recently.. every day.

Visiting your balloon once aday.. to say 'Hi'.

Cursing theweather predictionsfor eachtimeit says
its gonna be too windy, and then its not... looking
outside and shedding atear or two.

Daily watching al the new YouTube videos on
ballooning.

Cdlling crew to 'keep in touch' and not for any
future flights.

Looking at weather forecast in other states, with
thoughts of along drive for better weather.

Asking the boss for time off each week, in caseit’s
good weather, and never using it.

Launching and watching pibals for no reason.

Finding projects that require the use of a propane
torch just so you can sniff the Mercaptan.

Hooking thetrailer up to the truck just to make sure
it still fits and knows its place.

Re-reading and re-reading anything that has to do
with ballooning.

Carrying your kid on your shoulders and, when you
approach a low doorway, shouting, "VENT!
VENT!"

Making burner noises whenever you reach up to
turn on an overhead light.

Listening on your walkie talkie for any chatter that
“might” be between aballoon and itscrew (at 11:30
at night).

Starting a website about ballooning history...
Hearing asong about flying (anything) and heaving
abig sigh....

Driving down the road visualizing a landing in
every decent field.

Wondering what it would be like to be flying at the
speed the wind is actually blowing on days when it
is obviously too much.

Thinking about how much of my paycheck | can put
towards a balloon every time | come to work.

Checking Aerostatz.com and other sites several
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times every day even when they haven't been
updated in awhile, in hopes that somehow thereis
a perfect system with lots of time left for aprice |
can actualy afford!

24, Flying the Sim at www.balloonsimul ator.com that
helps. It's not the most realistic thing in the world,
but the physics are pretty good about the response
delaysand you get to drop abaggie. Oh, and astheir
dogan says, it's "aways flyable."

25, Putting balloons on your desktop & screensaver at
work and at home.

Contributed by Paul Srazza, D. Tom Tomasetti, Roy
Malphurs, dave@ballooning history, &

guitardrew@hotmail

Seewhat Kirk did with his $10,000!

BJ Anderson
820 SE 60th
Des Moines | A 50327

New Email: Eldon “Gomer” Benus - hotairb@gmail.com

New Address:

Congratulations

Congratulations to Gary Ruble - New Vice President of the
Balloon Federation of America
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B.F.A. Convention
Good Evening Balloon Enthusiasts:

| just wanted to take amoment of your timeto tell you about
the upcoming B.F.A. National Convention, to be held in
Louisville, Kentucky on April 3-6, 2008.

The event is poised to be the premier event of the year for
balloonists and a great opportunity to see old friends and
make new ones. Not only will the programming planned
meet B.F.A. and insurance company standards for a
sanctioned safety seminar and related premium discounts,
but the registration price includes al seminar materials,
ticket to $50 Saturday evening banquet with afeatured key
note speaker, a one of a kind trade show, continental
breakfasts, and tickets for complimentary beverages at
evening cocktail parties. The seminar boasts some of our
own members as speakers or presenters. Tom Sheppard,
Debbie Spaeth, and Bill Zangs are going to be sharing their
knowledge at the event.

| have attached a .pdf of the brochure with all the pertinent
information. Y ou may have already received thisflyerinthe
mail.

The registration process kicked off in Albuquerque and
currently totals about 80 registrants. The early bird, deep
discount period for the B.F.A. National Convention ends
October 31. It's a great savings and keep in mind that the
Convention is open to everyone, B.F.A. member or not.

You can register on line a the B.FA. web ste

..........

or you can contact me and | will make sure that you get the
early discount by October 31st.

Whileyou are on the website, take alook around and let me
know what you think. We are making updates and changes
to the site frequently to make it more user-friendly and
informative.

Feel freeto contact me at any timewith any and al concerns
about the B.F.A. or hot air ballooning in general.

Best Regards,

Ken Walter
Balloon Federation of America
Great Lakes Regional Director

WindDancer Balloon Promotions
W241 $4115 Pine Hollow Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53189
262-522-6675
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A Tributeto Jack & Spock
By Bill Griffin
9/15/07

They have gone home with Captain, Jack and Spock.
Ever eager Jack in bomber jacket,

Who as Weather Dog replaced the Captain,

And clever Spock, he of the pointy ears,

Feline pal and constant boon companion,

Renowned in Carol’s cartoonsin BOI news.

Jack and Spock joked and played the day away,
Awaiting their mistressto fly away.

For they were those most notabl e of pets,
Balloonists’ dog and cat, fliers you bet.

With his black earflaps and sustained fur blow,
Jack, the weather foretold, both true and bold,
While wily Spock the hours wiled away,
Drowsily dreaming flights of yesterday.

Farewell faithful companions and dear friends,
Jack and Spock, your ashes we commit now
To the soft winds where dog and cat may play
On sunny earth in skies of tomorrow.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! |

31st ANNUAL
OTTUMWA PRO BALLOON
RACE
June 27, 28 & 29 2008

641.684.8999
or
ottumwapr oballoonr ace@yahoo.com
check out our website:

www.ottumwapr oballoons.com

I—

Questions??? Contact Holly or Dale Dommer ‘

Balloons Over 1owa Repair Station
Rob & Linda Bartholomew

18999 Blue Pl., Carlide, 1A

Phone: 515 989-3708

email: balloonsoveriowa@msn.com
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