September - October, 2007

2007 National Balloon Classic
Pilots Fly Record Number of Flights- 16 out of 17 possible
Indianola Pilot Grabs the $10,000 Pole Grab

The adjectives to describe the 2007 Classic are endless -
awesome, beautiful, incredible, picturesque, amazing,
exciting, hot, exhausting, grueling; but the word boring
definitely could not be used. There were not enough hours
in the day for deep. We flew every morning, except one,
and we flew every evening.

Pilotsand crewsarrived Friday ready tofly. Balloonmeister
Matt Fenster and his assistants Todd Isley, John Jensen and
Jeremy Rubin called the first task - a Fly-in task. Scott
Armstrong started off strong with a0.0 ft drop on thetarget.
Only 9 pilots scored, as most missed the field to the west.

Saturday am was a pre-competition flight - only 2 tasks - a
FIT and aJDG at the Middle School. Maury Petrehn had a
0.5 ft drop on the FIT and Layne Wolters had a 0.6 ft drop
onthe JDG. After the mandatary pilot briefing, Don Fenster
spoke about the BCFA (Baloon Crew Federation of
America). His speech got mixed reviews - of course the
pilots were none too pleased with some of the crew rights.
At the Pilots’ meeting before the evening flight, the FAA
presented Dick Drake with the “Wright Brothers Master
Pilot Award” for 50 years of dedication to Aviation Safety.
Phyllis was presented with a Spouse Recognition pin.
Congratulations Dick & Phyllis. The flight was a Hare &
Hound mass ascension from the field with the 3 assistant
balloonmeisters flying as the Hares. Only 20 pilots were
ableto score on the Hares. Rich Jaworski had the best throw
at 3.11 ft.

Sunday morning, the competition began with Matt calling 4
tasks. Onthefirst task, aJDG, 74 out of the 87 pilots scored.
Ken Schroeder got first with a 1 ft drop. Next was a
Maximum Distance Double Drop with 27 pilots scoring.
Dick Drakewas ableto place hisbaggies 561 feet apart. The
third task was a JDG at Simpson College. Steve Jones
placed his baggie at 1.0 feet. Lastly was a MIDG west of
town. 39 pilots made those targets, with Grant Pfeifer
dropping his baggie dead center. Sunday evening the field
was split - even pilots flying in with Grant Pfeifer in first
with a12.09 ft drop. The odd numbered pilots flew out to a
MJIDG with Ralph Rieck in first with a 10 ft drop.

Monday morning the winds had switched to the south. Matt
& company called 3 tasks. The first target was a JDG on a
dike on apond. 35 pilots were able to drop in on the narrow
target. Paul Quandee dropped .03 feet. The second target of
the morning was a FIT with a donut and donut hole at the
balloonfield. Dan Corbin got first with a .05 ft drop. At the
MJDG northwest of the field, Aaron Foelske dropped his
baggieinthe center of the X. Monday evening all pilotsflew
into the field with Gary Haynes in first with a 4.02 ft drop.

Tuesday morning was again a 4 part task. First was a
maximum distance double drop. Then a JDG at Mikklus’s,
a CRAT at the balloon field & a JDG on Harrison St. 21
pilots made it to the first target. John Shelton placed his 2
baggies 295 ft apart. No one made it to the other 3 targets.
Matt later said he wouldn’t let John Jensen help pick targets
again! Tuesday evening the field was again split. Jay
Holcomb (3.08 ft) & Brad Craig (29.06 ft) got first place on
the FIT & MJIDG. Ken Wolters grabbed a $250 pole.

The BCFA controversy continued throughout the week.
Terry Riepe & other pilots formed the Anti-BCFA and the
BCFA called for acrew strike. Maury Petrehn was heard to
say “Can’t we just all get along”. Severa crews filed
grievancesagainst their pilots. Jod Worthington’screw filed
agrievancethat he hadn’t scored yet and then provided him
with a GPS guided baggie - it worked, he started scoring
after that. Rob Bartholomew’s crew filed agrievance when
he forgot to ice down the cooler.

Wednesday morning we were still flying - this was the 10"
flightinarow. The officials called 4 tasks - JDG south of
thefield, JDG at the field, JDG on Harrison, MJDG just off
Summerset Rd. Scott Armstrong had a1.03' drop at thefirst
JDG. Todd Isley dropped his baggie .04' at the second JDG
and went directly to the third JDG & dropped .06'. Gary
Haynesthrew 3.02ft to win the MJIDG. Wednesday evening
Holly Pfeifer was the only pilot to score on the MJDG and
Aaron Gebhart was the top score on the FIT, with only 5
(continued - page 4)
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Letter from President Melka

Hello to all my friends!

TheClassicisover and it has been reported that a good time was had by
al. Lots of flights, cooperating weather, good competition, and the
usual great camaraderie. Vice President Sandy and | had a wonderful
time at the balloonport. We were left in charge and in Dad’s absence
had alot of political activists stop to solicit our support. Somehow, the
young politicians concluded we are party animals.

The good news is we have a new source of revenue for BOI and we
don’t have to wait until October 27 for the next party. Dad is a bit
concerned about the tentatively scheduled Bash at the Balloonport
during the weekend of the Southwest lowaPro Balloon Race at Creston.
| told him we arejust trying to resurrect those times when parties at the
balloon port went way past midnight.

Sandy and | remember that we always have frost on the pumpkins by
Creston. We don’t understand much about global warming, but it sure
seems hotter and wetter than it used to be. The Arizona branch of BOI
reports arecord number of triple digit daysthissummer. As part of our
platform for pending BOI presidentia selections, we are considering
establishment of atask force to study the effects of global warming on
hot air ballooning. The task force will probably be modeled like our
highly successful Retirement Home Planning and Site Acquisition
Committee.

I hope al BOI members support our political activity on your behalf.
We pledge to continue to work behind the scenes to support your
opportunities.

Always remember to fly often and to:
Fly Safely,
Meika
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L etter from Vice-President Sandy

Greetings from Radcliff, IA! Can you believe this weather
we have been having?

It was another great year for the 2007 Community State
Bank National Balloon Classic. | can not recall when the
last time was that everyone flew all morning and evening
flights with the exception for the last morning of the event.
| am so proud of Dad for the honor bestowed on him during
the Classic. He was presented with the “Wright Brothers
Master Pilot Award” for 50 years of dedication to Aviation
Safety. Mom was presented with a Spouse Recognition pin.
This seemed to be the year of the poll grabs with pilots
cashing in on $250 and $500. Those pilots winning pole
grabs included Brian Seymour, Ken Walters, and Adam
Boden. The big $10,000 pole grab winner was Kirk Bloom.
Herb Heriford’s crew was crowned the 2007 Crew of the
Year! Scott Armstrong was crowned the 2007 National
Balloon Classic Champion! Congratulationsto all. Thisyear
the Classic recorded the largest evening crowds on hand.
Great job to al the officials, volunteers, and sponsors!

Meika and | managed to sign up for the BCFA (Baloon
Crew Federation of America). We are now proud members
of this prestigious club for crew members. Hey Eric Brown
and Don Fenster, any chance of getting specials shirts for
us? | know Dad and Rab are disappointed in our signing up
for the BCFA, but asMom and Linda sayswe must do what
is best for the crew. Now, | did hear that Dad and Rob
signed up for the Anti-BCFA so they’reworking against us,
and the rights of all crew members. If you are interested in
joining the BCFA or the Anti BCFA you can contact one of
the following BCFA officids. Eric Brown (BCFA
President), Don Fenster (BCFA Vice-President), JulieRicke
(BCFA Secretary of State), and Bill Craig (BCFA Chief of
Security). For those interested in the Anti-BCFA you can
contact Terry Riepe (Anti-BCFA President). What it all boils
down to is everyone is having fun! For those of you that
were not at the classic to part take in the BCFA vs. Anti
BCFA I’'m sure the minutes from the week will be
published.

In talking with representatives from the Brookfield Balloon
Derby, they stated this was one of the best events for
Brookfield with great flying weather and the best crowd
attendance. The representatives stated the other activity
such as the parade was a success and the Ugly shoe contest,
well, it had some unbelievable shoes being showcased. Great
job to the Brookfield Baloon committee, officials and
volunteers! For more updates on the Brookfield derby and
the Classic check out the full articles and photosinside this
newsl etter!

Dad has decided, at this time, not to go forward in
purchasing a non-standard balloon. He told me the other
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night 1 have a tendency to talk too much and dream a lot.
Dad explained that he would prove that regular shapes are
the way to go.

TheCreston Balloonrally isfast approaching. Withthegreat
weather the other events have had maybe Creston will get
lucky this year, weather wise, and all flights will happen!

Several lowans will be making the annual venture down to
Albuquergue, NM thefirst part of the October to participate
in the 36th annual Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. | will be
anxious to read all about their journey. They always seem
to have an adventure down there!

Don’t forget that the Balloons over lowa meetings are held
the 3rd Sunday of each month. The Balloons over lowa
Halloween Bash is being planning as | paw this article out.
Moreinformation on the Halloween party will be published
inside the newsletter

Before | sign off | would like to thank JJ and Patricia
Johnson for helping my folks about during the Classic. 1I’m
going to say the Drakes and Johnson group had way too
much funthisyear! Andthanksto Carol Harrisand her team
for doing an awesome job with the newsletter! Great work!

Until next time keep looking up!
Sandy Drake

Balloons Over lowa Repair Station i
Rob & Linda Bartholomew WM
18999 Blue Pl., Carlisle, 1A
Phone: 515 989-3708 -
email: balloonsoveriowa@msn.com m

Pilot Relations M eeting
Thursday, August 30, 2007

Attendees: Crazy Al, John Jensen, Jim & Cheryl Gebhart,
Max & Carol Harris, Sheri Clark

Thank you for everyone's feedback. Roughly 20 comment
forms were submitted and discussed. | will have ALL the
comment sheets available during Brookfield and until the
next meeting.

Pilot Relations next meeting Sept 13th (Thursday) 7:00 p.m.
Pilot Compound. Agenda: Comment forms & discussion;

Baggies.

Thank you,
John Jensen
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National Balloon Classic (continued)

pilots scoring. Brian Seymour grabbed a pole for $250.
Thursday morning Matt called a JDG east of the cemetery,
aCRAT at thefield, and a Watership down with Jim Norris
flying from thefield. Theinitial weather report said winds
were out of the SW, so everyone headed to the southwest
part of town. Only Becky Petrehn scored on the first target
and then the winds started switching. We moved 4 or 5
times, getting further north eachtime, finally launchingfrom
the far northwest part of town. Only 15 pilots scored on the
CRAT, Todd Idey with top honor at 57 feet. 24 pilots
followed Jim to Milo with Leroy Clair dropping 1.03 feet.
Thursday evening wasaHare & Hound from thefield. Cory
Bloom zoomed right in on the X with a .03 ft drop.

Friday morning the winds were back around from the north.
The 5 tasks were: a Max distance double drop north of the
field, a JDG at Woodruff’s farm, a Gordon Bennett
Memorial with aboat & aroad target at the balloon field, a
Minimum distance double drop SW of field, and aJDG SW
of the field. Jeff Jones had the best score on the MXDD -
348.11 ft. Brian Seymour got first place on the JDG - 6.03
ft. No one scored on the boat, but a few got their baggies
wet trying. David Rapp got the best drop on the road by the
pond - 1.01 feet. John Jensen placed his baggies 10.06 feet
apart on the MNDD and Steve Jones had a 1.07 ft drop on
the IDG. Friday evening the field was again split with Dan
Corbin & Al Muir taking the top spots. Adam Boden
grabbed a $250 pole.

Saturday morning the weather finally caught up with us.
Thiswould be the only flight canceled for the whole week -
ending with flying 16 out of 17 possibleflights- arecord for
the National Balloon Classic.

Saturday afternoon was the Awards Ceremony. Scott
Armstrong was named the winner of the 2007 Nationa
Balloon Classic. The top 20:

1 Scott Armstrong 11 Bill Clemons
2 Brad Craig 12 Dick Drake

3 Jeremy Rubin 13 Todd Isley

4 Raob Bartholomew 14 Ken Schroeder
5 Ryan Kintzel 15 Bret Christian
6 Maury Petrehn 16 John Jensen

7 Steve Jones 17 Paul Quandee
8 Harold Graves 18 Jeff Jones

9 Cory Bloom 19 Dan Corbin
10 Aaron Foelske 20 Jon Shelton

Crew of the Year - Herb Heriford’s crew
John Russell award - Jim Fromm.
Landowner of the Y ear - Gwen Hodson
Newcomer of the Y ear - Jeff Jones of Texas
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Anather highlight of the evening was that the leaders of the
BCFA & Anti-BCFA shook hands and agreed to donate the
money raised from duesto the 2008 Classic. Jim Thompson
of the BFA announced that BFA isfiling a Cease & desist
order to the BCFA - to change their name to BSCFA.

Saturday evening all pilots flew into the field. For the 4™
time thisweek, someone grabbed apole, but thistimeit was
the BIG ONE - Kirk Bloom grabbed the tennisball from the
poleto win the $10,000 prize! He was also ableto throw his
baggie for a3.05 ft drop. What a fantastic end to afantastic
week!

A photographer for CNN was assigned to cover southern
Cdlifornias Wildfires. He wanted pictures of the heroic work
the firefighters were doing as they battled the blazes. When
the photographer arrived on the scene, he realized that the
smokewas so thick it would seriously impede, or even make
impossible, his getting good photographs from the ground
level.

He requested permission from his boss to rent a plane and
take photos from the air. His request was approved and he
used hiscell phoneto call thelocal County airport to charter
aflight. Hewastold a single engine plane would be waiting
for him at the airport. Arriving at the airfield, he spotted a
plane warming up outside a hanger. He jumped in with his
bag, sammed the door shut, and shouted, "Let's go". The
pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and roared
down the runway.

Once in the air, the photographer instructed the pilot, "Fly
over the valley and make two or three low passes so | can
take some pictures of the fires on the hillsides.”

"Why?" asked the pilot.

"Because I'm aphotographer for CNN," heresponded. "And
| need to get some close-up shots."

The pilot was strangely silent for a moment, finaly he
stammered, " So, what you'retelling me, is...youre NOT my
flight instructor?'...

Terry Garrett has competition tape measures he
will loan out for competition flights. Contact him -
515 961-2835 or email tgjagarrett@mchsi.com
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Congratulations

Jaden Rose Clair

born July 19 v (Q

to Leroy & Cathy Clair
7 1bs 9z, 19%2” long

Hunter Robert Nutting
born June 22, 6:34 a.m.

to Robert, Jr &Erika Nutting
8lbs 7 az, 21¥2” lang

Congratulations to Pat Cloyd who
graduated from Johnston High Schooal in .
May. Pat is currently in Air Force Basic
Training for the Air National Guard. v @

Congratulations to Tim Cloyd who
received his Private license August 25,

Christmasin the Aire

The National Balloon Museum is celebrating the season with
an Open House on December 8th from 10:00-4:00. Come
and view the Christmas Ballooning exhibits and the other
historical ballooning displays. Our gift shop is full of
unusual and exquisite ballooning items for that unique
person on your Christmas list. All purchases will receive
10% off and our members will receive 20% off the price.
Refreshments will be served.

BFA News

BFA 2007 National Championship:
1 - Joe Heartsill of TX

2 - Johnny Petrehn from KS

3 - Nick Donner from KY

Jeremy Rubin - Rookie of the Y ear

BFA National Convention will be held in Louisville, KY
April 3-6, 2008

BFA Election results

Great Lakes - Ken Walter
Southwest - Shelley Caraway

Japan to USA Flight

Pilots Troy Bradley and Peter Cuneo are planning a flight
that will launch from Japan with the goal of reaching the
continental U.S. The balloon is named "The Celestial
Eagle'. The gods of the flight are to break the World
Distance Record for gas balloons, and possibly exceeding
the World Duration Record for gas balloons. They are
planning to launch between November 2007 and January

At Large - Troy Bradley
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2008 from Saga, Japan. Crossing the North Pacific, they will
make landfall either in the United States or Canada, but
could end up landing as far south as Mexico. Web site:

www.pacificballoon.com

National Balloon Museum
Fashion Fundraiser

Come and share your fashion flare with a ballooning twist!

We are going to be having an exhibit of fashion that ismade
out of the actual balloon fabric or fabric decorated with
balloons. We will have two divisions—Y outh (under 16)
and Adult (16 and older). The different categories are:

Sundress Totes

Pajamas or nightwear Children’s play outfit
Hat or caps Shorts ouitfit

Blouse Formal dress
Purses Skirts

Hoodies Boxer shorts

Quilt Pillow

Wall hanging Blanket

You may enter two categories. Any clothing item must be
worn during the show. If you need help in finding a model,
wewill help you find one. The audience will do the voting
on each category during the fundraiser.

Actual balloon fabric may be found at;

» Bdloons Over lowa Repair Station
Bartholomew) 515-989-3708 in Carlidle, |A

» Midwest Baloon Services (Louise Clemons)
515-462-2771 Patterson, 1A

» National Balooning Ltd. (Phil Gray) 515-462-4718
Patterson. 1A

The Fashion Fundraiser will be Saturday, January 26", 2008
at the National Balloon Museum 1601 North Jefferson Way
Indianola, |A 50125. There will abrunch served during the
show from 10:00-12:00.

Name

(Linda

Phone

Address

E-Mail

Category(ies)

Entry deadline is December 15th, 2007.
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NATIONAL BALLOON MUSEUM
2008 Photo Contest
Official Entry Form

Complete the information below and then attach it to the back of your photograph enfry.
One form must be filled out for each photograph submitted.

Entrant Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Home Phone Number:

Work Phone Number:

Email Address:

Photo Description:

Publicity Release/Permission to Reprint Form
By signing below |, the entrant of this contest and photographer of the photo(s) submitted, give permission to the National
Balloon Museum fo reprint the photo(s), which | have entered into this contest, in various media
formats for an unlimited amount of time and at no cost to the National Balloon Museum.

Indemnity
By signing below |, the entrant of the 2008 National Balloon Museum Photo Contest and the photographer of the photo(s)

submitted, indemnify the National Balleon Museum, the Judging committee and hold these parties harmless from and
against any and all claims, actions, proceedings, judgment, damages, injuries, orders, losses, liabilities, costs and expenses
(including reascnable attorney's fees), arising from or related to the entrant’s infringement of the intellectual property rights,
or other rights of third parties by the entrant.

Property Rights
By signing below, | the enfrant of the 2008 National Balloon Museum Photo Contest and the photographer of the photo(s)

submitted do hereby release the photo to become the property of the National Balloon Museum.

Entrant Signature: Date:

Printed Name:

Form must be signed to be considered avalid enfry.
Submissions should be received by August 29 2008
Mail entries to:
National Balloon Museum Photo Contest
%Becky Wigeland, Curator
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Calendar of Events

Oct. 6-7 Milton Historical Society Heritage Days &
Balloon Event Milton, WI. Contact Jim Bushelle:
n1965n@ticon.net

October 21 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlide, |A

October 27 BOI Halloween Party BOI Balloonport,

Carlide, |A

27-28 John Symonds Memorial Challenge

LaCrosse, WI. Contact Tom Wittman

Bumsl nParadise@new.rr.com

October 6-14 Albuquerque International Balloon

Oct.

October 13 Winter set flight. Contact Bill Clemons

October 20 Jill Rubin memorial flight Newton, 1A.
Contact Joel Worthington

November 18 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlide, 1A

November 30-December 2 Battle Creek, M1 Holiday
Fest www.halidayballoonfest.com

December 1-2 Bluff's and Valley Balloon Race
Caledonia, MN

December 8 Christmas in the Aire National Balloon
Museum

January 26", 2008 Fashion Fundraiser at the National
Balloon Museum

July 25- August 2, 2008 National Balloon Classic
Contact Greg Marchant - 515-961-8415 or
info@nationalballoonclassic.com

Race organizers - please send your dates, etc for 2008
to Carol - hotairflyn@aol.com

Happy Anniversary

John & BarbaralLewis 10-1
Mark & DeannaZiino o h Ay ™ 10-10
Shawn & Jodi Erger v 10-15
Chris & Angie Reinert AFA 10-19
Denny & Lynn Craig 10-20
Tim & Elsie Cloyd Lo ] 10-23
Anthony & Kerrie VanBroekhuizen 11-7
John & Tracy Jensen 11-8
Jacob & Jennifer Hermanson 11-11
Max & Carol Harris — . 1111
Robert & CynthiaNutting ~ \ee| ("~ 11-19
Alex & Chris Oponski \smal 11-20
Stephen & Sharon Foltz - i 11-25
Casey & TamaraFrame o 11-28
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Happy
October
Nazzle Jensen 10-1
Kierstin Keller 10-1
Dennis Shull 10-1
Scott Allsup 10-2
Trinity Keller 10-3
Pamela Winkenwerder  10-3
Rhonda Bishop 104
AlisaLawrence 10-4
Mark Weeks 10-6
Dena Dittmer 10-7
Jerry Riley 10-8
Rhonda Thomm 10-8
BJAnderson 10-10
Sean Carey 10-10
Allan Keller 10-10
Scott Moon 10-10
Alex Funaro 10-11
Caitlin Oponski 10-11
Mary Eagan 10-13
Jm E. Phelan 10-13
Russell Winkenwerder 10-13
Emily Fenster 10-14
Tracy Jensen 10-14
Hana Appenzeller 10-16
Gina Garrett 10-17
Savannah Christian 10-20
Savannah Christian 10-20
Jim Thompson 10-20
Joe Thompson 10-20
Roger Woodruff 10-20
Esther Snyder 10-21
Ruth Holcomb 10-26
Brett Boerner 10-29
Kay Fee 10-29
Sara Pieper 10-29

Birthday

November

Kim Anderson
Avery Rubin
CJOng
Mackenzie Hermanson
Madison Frame
Ashlynn Williams
Kim Snyder
Reece Rubin
Madelyn Jones
Lexi Oponski
Andy Sponsler
Mark Ziino
Colton Craig
Sage Patterson
Tyler Pedersen
Leonard Taylor
Kennedy Dalby
Tamara Frame
Boyd Tyler
Stephen Foltz
Allison Jensen
Becca Bridgewater
Ben Smith

Suzy Foley

Jim Fromm
Warren Stone
Deb Bridgewater
Charlie Thorman
Kaitlin Wiley

~ " ¥
e Y
@6
|
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111

11-2

11-3

11-4

11-7

11-7

11-7

11-8
11-10
11-11
11-11
11-11
11-12
11-12
11-16
11-17
11-19
11-20
11-20
11-21
11-21
11-22
11-22
11-22
11-25
11-26
11-27
11-27
11-29
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