July - August, 2007

L etter from President Meika
Hello to all my friends!

The June issue of Budget Travel, a magazine
distributed nationally, reported “Wedrovesouthtothe
National Balloon Museum. The memorabilia really
makes you want to ridein aballoon, or at |east see one
inflated. That said, we get akick out of the photos of
the two dogs who have acted as President of the
Balloons Over lowa club.”

It is gratifying to be part of an organization that is
achieving national recognition. Dad says the National
spotlight is on lowa because we have the first
presidential caucusinthenation. Vice President Sandy
and | hopethe National Balloon Classic will provideus
aforumto shareinformation about our political values.

BOI welcomes anyone interested in our great sport of
ballooning. We meet often enough to maintain
friendships, we live within our means. We vaue
volunteerism. We appreciate the beauty of nature and
ballooning. Critics may contend that our political
viewsdo not encompassall the complexities of modern
life. Wedon’t claim to have solutions to the problems
of the world. For over 25 years, BOI has promoted
friendship by sharing the beauty and excitement of hot
air ballooning.

Soon we will celebrate the 2007 National Balloon
Classic. This is the 38th consecutive year balloons
have filled the skies over Indianola. | hope everyone
will visit the National Balloon Museum, shareapicnic
at the Balloon Field, and pull up an envelope at the
Balloonport for an afternoon visit with Sandy and me.
And for al our pilots, always remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika

Ed Yost
1919-2007

Paul "Ed" Yost, considered the
father of modern hot-air
ballooning, has died from natural
causes at his home in Taos, New
Mexico. He was 87.

Yost piloted the first flight of a
balloon using the
envel ope-and-propane burner system he developed. The
25-minute, three-mileflight departed from Bruning, Neb., in
October 1960, using an envelope made with a
newly-devel oped heat-resistant fabric with heat generated by
a propane burner. Yost’s invention turned modern hot-air
balloons into viable and maneuverable aircraft. In addition,
he further refined the modern-day balloon with other
features which he patented. These include nonporous
synthetic fabrics, maneuvering vents, and deflation systems
for landing. Yost also designed the distinctive “teardrop”
shape of the hot air balloon envelope itself.

Born in Bristow, lowa in 1919, Yost joined the High
Altitude Research Division of General Millsin Minneapolis
in 1949. He and three others from General Mills founded
Raven Industries in 1956. Y ost helped found the Balloon
Federation of America and helped organize the first U.S.
National Ballooning Championship at Indianola. He was
inducted into the U.S. Ballooning Hall of Fame in 2004.

Y ost isaso known for other balloon flights. In April 1963,
he and Don Piccard made the first hot air balloon flight
across the English channel, flying from Rye, England to
Gravelines Nord, France in three hours, 17 minutes in a
balloon named the “Channel Champ.” 1n 1976, Y ost set 13
aviation world records for distance traveled and amount of
timeal oft during his solo attempt to crossthe Atlantic Ocean
by balloon. He designed and built hisballoon, the “Silver
Fox," inhishomegarage. It featured agondolathat was
shaped like aboat in the event that he would be forced
down at sea—which is precisely what occurred.
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