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Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!  

The June issue of Budget Travel, a magazine
distributed nationally, reported   We drove south to the
National Balloon Museum.  The memorabilia really
makes you want to ride in a balloon, or at least see one
inflated.  That said, we get a kick out of the photos of
the two dogs who have acted as President of the
Balloons Over Iowa club.

It is gratifying to be part of an organization that is
achieving national recognition.  Dad says the National
spotlight is on Iowa because we have the first
presidential caucus in the nation.  Vice President Sandy
and I hope the National Balloon Classic will provide us
a forum to share information about our political values.

BOI welcomes anyone interested in our great sport of
ballooning. We meet often enough to maintain
friendships, we live within our means.  We value
volunteerism.  We appreciate the beauty of nature and
ballooning.  Critics may contend that our political
views do not encompass all the complexities of modern
life.  We don t claim to have solutions to the problems
of the world.  For over 25 years, BOI has promoted
friendship by sharing the beauty and excitement of hot
air ballooning.  

Soon we will celebrate the 2007 National Balloon
Classic.  This is the 38th consecutive year balloons
have filled the skies over Indianola.  I hope everyone
will visit the National Balloon Museum, share a picnic
at the Balloon Field, and pull up an envelope at the
Balloonport for an afternoon visit with Sandy and me.
And for all our pilots, always remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika

Ed Yost
1919-2007

Paul "Ed" Yost, considered the
father of modern hot-air
ballooning, has died from natural
causes at his home in Taos, New
Mexico. He was 87.

Yost piloted the first flight of a
b a l l o o n u s i n g t h e
envelope-and-propane burner system he developed. The
25-minute, three-mile flight departed from Bruning, Neb., in
October 1960, using an envelope made with a
newly-developed heat-resistant fabric with heat generated by
a propane burner.  Yost s invention turned modern hot-air
balloons into viable and maneuverable aircraft. In addition,
he further refined the modern-day balloon with other
features which he patented. These include nonporous
synthetic fabrics, maneuvering vents, and deflation systems
for landing. Yost also designed the distinctive teardrop
shape of the hot air balloon envelope itself.

Born in Bristow, Iowa in 1919, Yost joined the High
Altitude Research Division of General Mills in Minneapolis
in 1949. He and three others from General Mills founded
Raven Industries in 1956. Yost helped found the Balloon
Federation of America and helped organize the first U.S.
National Ballooning Championship at Indianola. He was
inducted into the U.S. Ballooning Hall of Fame in 2004.

Yost is also known for other balloon flights. In April 1963,
he and Don Piccard made the first hot air balloon flight
across the English channel, flying from Rye, England to
Gravelines Nord, France in three hours, 17 minutes in a
balloon named the Channel Champ.   In 1976, Yost set 13
aviation world records for distance traveled and amount of
time aloft during his solo attempt to cross the Atlantic Ocean
by balloon. He designed and built his balloon, the Silver
Fox," in his home garage. It featured a gondola that was
shaped like a boat in the event that he would be forced
down at sea which is precisely what occurred.

(continued - page 4)
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Phone 515 221-3193

Touch And Go is a bi-monthly publication of the
Balloons over Iowa Balloon Club. Opinions
expressed and advertising appearing in this
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or
endorsements of the BOI Club or its members.
The BOI Club or its members can not be held
liable for the failure of any advertised product. 

We authorize the reprinting of any original work
in this newsletter, please credit Balloons Over
Iowa Touch & Go as the source.

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

It s lunchtime here in Radcliff, IA.  Mom and Dad have decided to take me out
to lunch at the Cardinal Café on Main Street.  This is one of my favorite places,
especially when we are able to sit outdoors and eat.  I m not sure which food
item is my favorite, but I guess I have to say whatever is handed over to me is
the best.  I m also hoping that after we are done eating, I ll be able to stroll
down to the corner gas station and visit with people.  That s another favorite
place to hang out.

While I m sitting outdoors at the restaurant, enjoying the fresh air and great
food, this may be a good time to paw out the next article for Carol. It seems that
a few weeks ago I was just finishing up the last article. 

Can you believe it is July already?   Before you know fall/winter will be here,
but we won t go there.  I hope everyone had a safe and healthy 4th of July
weekend.  A special belated birthday greeting to Mary Conklin, who celebrated
her birthday on the 4th of July.  Wow, talk about a birthday celebration
(including parades and fireworks)!

Many events have been taking place since the last newsletter.  I m looking
forward to reading reviews and as well as viewing photos.   Meika and I were
hoping to get to a few of the events, but with our hectic schedules it just wasn t
feasible to get away.  Maybe next year. 

In about 3 weeks, the 2007 Community State Bank National Balloon Classic
will get under way.  I can hardly wait, as this is an event I m actually able to
attend, even if it s the last part of the event.  I m looking forward to seeing and
visiting with everyone there.  Let s hope for good weather and a little less
humidity/heat.

And don t forget - while at the Classic, be sure to stop by the National Balloon
Museum and check out the new exhibits being displayed.  Did you know you
are now able to order merchandise online?  Yes, that is correct. Check it out at
www.nationalballoonmuseum.com.  Even if you are not at the Classic, you can
stop by anytime.  Many famous balloonists have stopped by the Museum for a
visit.  Karl and Lucy Stefan were at the balloon museum a few weeks ago.  For
the new balloonist getting involved, you ask who are the Stefan s?  Well, stay
tuned as the museum will have a full article about what all these wonder people
have done for ballooning.

Mom is tugging on my collar so that means they are ready to head back to work.
I hope this finds everyone doing well and are able to get some flights in.  If you
are ever in Radcliff stop by and we will head over to the Cardinal Café.

Until next time,   
Soft landings ,
Sandy Drake

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com
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Ed Yost (continued)

Ed Yost is survived by his two sons Greg and Dale
Yost, and his granddaughter Nicole Yost. Mr. Yost s
family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be
sent to the National Balloon Museum in Indianola,
Iowa.  

Wild Parsnip

The Midwest is good for growing things, but some of them
can ruin your week(s) if you get into the wrong patch of
stuff while ballooning. Poison ivy is something I'm pretty
good at identifying and avoiding, and we carry Tecnu in all
our vehicles.  It's about the only thing I know of that will
remove the oil AFTER you've gotten into it.
http://www.tecnuextreme.com/  

I ran into this wild parsnip crap a few weeks ago, and my
legs looked almost as bad as the dude in the picture.  I had
no knowledge of it before I got into it and did not figure it
out for a couple days after I'd gotten the blisters.  It is
THICK here in Iowa in most any area that has not been
mowed and is really something to avoid.  I had pea sized
blisters from it in a bit over 24 hours that lasted for a few
days.  Three weeks later I'm still picking scabs. 

So, if you live here, give yourself and your crew a refresher
course on this stuff, help them and your passengers avoid
some nastiness.

Have fun!
Jim Fromm

From: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/veg/plants/ wildparsnip.htm   

Warning: Steer Clear of This Invader: wild parsnip juice +
ultraviolet light =  burned skin

Alias (scientific name in Latin): Pastinaca sativa 

Homeland: Europe and Asia 

Arrival Date: No one is quite sure when this plant arrived
and whether someone brought it to this country on purpose
or whether it hitched a ride as seed with an immigrant. There
are records of this plant in Wisconsin from as early as
1894--more than 100 years ago.

Invaded Territory: You'll find it in open habitat--along
roadsides, in abandoned fields, and prairies. It is an
aggressive plant and once it gets established will spread
rapidly. It doesn't like shade.

How to Identify: Wild parsnip is a member of the carrot
family. It spends its first summer as a rosette of leaves fairly
close to the ground. The plant is anchored in place by a long,
thick taproot. When conditions are right--usually in its
second summer--it sends up a single flower stalk that holds
hundreds of yellow flowers in flat-topped, umbrella-like
clusters called umbels. The flower stalks can grow to be

more than 4-feet tall.

Disguise (don't be fooled by look-alikes): Wild parsnip can
be confused with prairie parsley, a native prairie species
listed as threatened in Wisconsin. 

Don't Get Burned By This Invader: Wild parsnip is one of a
few, unique plants that can cause phyto-photo-dermatitis.
(Try to say that quickly three times.) What this means is that
chemicals in the juices of this plant with the help of
ultraviolet light can burn your skin. These chemicals are
found in the green leaves, stems and fruits of wild parsnip.

The chemicals in the plant that cause this problem are called
furocoumarins. When absorbed by your skin, they're
energized by ultraviolet light, causing a breakdown of cells
and skin tissue. This leaves you with a red, sunburn-like
area. (Don't think you're safe on a cloudy day - you can still
get burned since ultraviolet light is present even on cloudy
days.) Once exposed, your skin will turn red within 24 to 48
hours. In many cases, after the skin reddens, blisters
appear--some of them pretty big. Sometimes the area that
was burned takes on a dark red or brown discoloration that
can last for as long as 2 years.

Parsnip burns often appear as streaks and long spots. Can
you guess why? It shows up where a juicy leaf or stem
dragged across the skin before exposure to the sun. The
good news is, while it might hurt for awhile, the burning
feeling will go away in a day or two. This is different from
poison ivy where the itching can last for weeks.

Controlling Wild Parsnip: It's best that you avoid wild
parsnip and let adults try to control this alien invader. The
best way to get rid of wild parsnip is by finding it early in its
invasion when there aren't many plants. Cutting the root of
each plant just below ground level can help stop the spread.
This can be done with a dandelion-digging fork, a sharp
shovel or spade. If the population is large, a power
brush-cutter is sometimes used. Regular mowing, or grazing
by cows, keeps wild parsnip from flowering and making
seeds. If you're going to be near this invader, be sure to wear
gloves, long-sleeved shirts, and pants.

Get Well wishes to Warren Stone, long time balloonist
from Indianola. His pickup truck rolled over him recently
and he is in Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Younker
Rehab. His family has set up a website to provide

information about his condition:
http://www.caringbridge.org

Get Well wishes to Pat Alger (AKA
Grandma Pat - Carol s mother) who had a
pacemaker implanted. She is recovering at
home. 

http://www.tecnuextreme.com/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/veg/plants/
http://www.caringbridge.org
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National Balloon Museum

Collector s Item
Limited Edition DVD

Ten Years of Ballooning in Indianola, IA
1984-1988 filmed during the US Nationals

1989,90,99,2000,2001 filmed during the Classic
Photographed by Robert Horton

On sale at the National Balloon Museum---$15

Screen Saver Balloons Over Indianola
It will be on display at the Museum during the Classic.

On sale at the National Balloon Museum---$10

Thanks You!! Thank You!! Thank You!!

To all the balloonists that have volunteered and are
scheduled to volunteer during our museum tours. The
response has been very positive from our guests. We still
have a few more openings to cover so if you are interested
, please call Becky Wigeland at 515-961-3714. If you are
visiting Indianola during the Classic, you are also qualified
to help.

A big thank you to John Jensen, Jon Shelton, Bill Griffin, Al
Appenzeller, Tim McConnell, Scott Allsup, and Rob Nutting
for showing ballooning up close and personal.

Come and Join us at the US Ballooning Hall of Fame
 in the National Balloon Museum!

July 29th, (Sunday) 2007 from 1:00-4:00.
The induction ceremony is at 2:00 

This year s inductees are Deke Sonnichsen - co-founder of
the BFA, founder of WHAMOBASS (the longest running
USA balloon rally), and the  first editor of Ballooning
Journal and Malcolm Forbes - the famous balloonist and
publisher and the founder of the first balloon museum.
Malcolm will be represented by his brother, Wally. 

After the induction ceremony we will have a Remembering
Ed

 

session, , in honor of the late Ed Yost at which everyone
can tell their best Ed stories. Everyone is welcome!!

Collecting ballooning history is still on full speed at the
National Balloon Museum. We have had several early
ballooning pioneers participate in live interviews. Previously
we had Ed Yost interviewed at his induction, and earlier this
year we had Tom Sheppard from Wisconsin discuss the
BFA, NABA, the Observer Corps and many other topics.

Last month we had Karl and Lucy Stefan from Ft. Collins,
CO come and relate the beginning of The Balloon Works
with Tracy Barnes and Dodds Meddock, working with Jean
and Jeanette Piccard, working with Raven Industries, and the
many papers and articles Karl has written. Lucy was
positively full of great stories and background on many early
ballooning events and personalities.

During the Classic, we will conduct our next interview with
Deke Sonnichsen.

New email address: 

Terry and Karin - kriepe@embarqmail.com.   
Jen & Derek Nordhagen - djjrcnordhagen@msn.com

 

Congratulations 

Peyton Schulte - 9# 11 oz - 22" long
born 3-25-07 to parents Courtney &
Adam .

Savannah Christian - 8#, 4oz, 20"
long, born 10-20-06 to parents Melissa
& Bret Christian. 

Jodi Jensen graduated from UNI

Alex Paul graduated from Sidney, IA
Junior/Senior High School

Kristi Bloom graduated from
Indianola High School

Bret & Melissa Christian were
married 5-5-07

Brett & Melissa Boerner were
married 5-12-07

Matthew Grote has received his
Commercial Balloon Pilots license.

New BOI members:  

Larry & Tesha Huffaker - Newton, IA
huff_puff@operamail.com

 

Larry & Tesha are crew & photographers for Joel
Worthington. Tesha is "Granny Claus" - does a Christmas
donation for 150 needy children. She collects cans to buy
gifts.  At the Classic, she would like to collect any pop or
beer cans. She will also collect cans at BOI parties.  Tesha's
photo won the Photo contest at the National Balloon
Museum. It will be on the 2007 postcard.
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