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Ode to Spring

The weather gods finally took pity on BOI and granted us a
special treat - a flyable day for Ode to Spring. We hadn t
flown Ode to Spring since 2000. Pilots & crews gathered at
the Museum for registration & pilot meeting. The winds
were marginally high, but after a couple of weather holds,
Balloonmeister Dick Drake released pilots to fly at their
discretion. Several took off from the west side of Indianola
& flew to the National Balloon Classic field. There was a
mixture of traditional sport balloons and new racer style
balloons.  Several pilots of both varieties flew right to the
target.  Bill Griffin was the winner in 2000, and had won
also one other year. Would he be the first pilot in BOI
history to be named the winner of Ode to Spring three times?
He dropped his baggie 6' from the center of the X & was in
first place. Mere moments behind him, though was Joel
Worthington.  Joel, flying a traditional shaped 105,000 cubic
foot balloon flew right to the X & knocked Bill out of first
place with a 2' 7" drop. Thanks to Gerald & Mary Conklin,
Teresa & Doug Purdy and Terry Garrett for scoring.

Members then headed back to the BOI Balloonport for a
delicious meal of BBQ pork & pot luck.  Kidmeister Derek
Nordhagen lined up the kids for some early lessons in baggie
tossing. We re going to have some great pilots in the future -
they all won prizes! Great tossing! Derek did such a great
job, there was talk of having him named permanent
Kidmeister. Bill Griffin and Rob Bartholomew then
announced the following awards:

Crew of the Year.  Last year s winner Bill Craig added a set
of jumper cables to the award. 2007 Crew of the Year was
awarded to Joel Worthington s crew. 

Pilot of the Year - Eldon Gomer

 

Benus - only the second
pilot to have won this coveted award twice. 

Cleo award - Jen Nordhagen for her service to the club as
Treasurer, party planner, Karaoke madam and keeper of the
secret keg factor. 

2007-2008 Board announced:

Thad Bloom Brett Christian        Joyce Jensen
Scott Armstrong Jim Norris

Ode to Spring flight winners:
1. Joel Worthington
2. Bill Griffin
3. John Jensen

Balloonmeister Dick Drake awarded prizes donated by the
Iowa Pork Board. Thanks to Prizemeister Mark Weeks. Dick
pointed out that Joel was flying a 105,000 cubic foot
traditional shaped balloon, not a football shaped balloon &
he had no laptop or map program in the basket with him. 

St. Patrick s Day party

The cooks of BOI must have been on vacation during
March, because there was only one entry in the Irish Stew
Cookoff - Jim Fromm. Jim s delicious stew obviously won
first place! Max Harris & Karen Worthington won some
delightful door prizes. Members dined, then prepared for the
initiation ceremony.  Derek Nordhagen made his debut as
Giant Leprechaun - and a fine Leprechaun he was! The
Leprechauns escorted the new members to the front of the
Balloonport as members greeted them along the way.
Founding Fathers Bill Griffin, Rob Bartholomew and Don
Prine lead the new members of BOI in a solemn, moving
pledge. Welcome the following new members to BOI!

Sue Anthony Aricka Lambson
Brett Boerner  Chad Parsons
Richard Jaworski Peggy Parsons
Marianne Kitchell Emma Pearsons
Kierstin Keller Kaly Pearsons
Tammy Lambson Jordan Pierce
Lexi Lambson Brad Temeyer 

LazerFest

There will be a concert held on the balloon field Sunday,
May 13.  They will begin setting up on Friday, May 11. Two
things that will impact pilots:

1) Don t  plan to fly into or out of the field on May 13,
2) Filling with propane, especially on Sunday, May 13,

will not be possible.  

If you have questions or need additional information, please
let me know. 

Greg Marchant
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Touch And Go is a bi-monthly publication of the
Balloons over Iowa Balloon Club. Opinions
expressed and advertising appearing in this
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or
endorsements of the BOI Club or its members. The
BOI Club or its members can not be held liable for
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We authorize the reprinting of any original work in
this newsletter, please credit Balloons Over Iowa
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Alliance for Aviation Across America 
Member Action Alert!

Alliance for Aviation Across America Members: We Need Your Help!

Congress has reached a critical stage in drafting a bill to reauthorize the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) right now.   The big airlines
lobbyists have been relentless in their efforts to influence Members and
staff and now there is a draft bill in the Senate NOW that includes this
harmful user fees proposal.  

This user fee

 
tax proposal would levy a huge tax hike onto small

businesses, farmers and towns across America that depend upon small
planes. Not only that, according to news reports, this sweetheart deal
would increase the fuel tax, yet the big airlines would walk away with a
huge tax cut.

Your Senators will play an important role in deciding NOW whether to
include user fees

 

in the bill the Senate Aviation Subcommittee will send
to the Senate Floor to vote on later this year.

It is vital that all members of the Alliance contact your Senator TODAY
to urge him or her to reject user fees on any segment of the general
aviation community in any form!

To contact your Senators please call toll-free 1-866-908-5898 to be
automatically connected.  When you have finished speaking with your
first Senator's office, simply stay on the line to be automatically switched
to the second office.

If you have any questions please feel to contact the Alliance at (202)
223-9523.

Thanks for your attention and support! 

E-mail address changes 

Gary & Merrie Fouche - loonarmagic@msn.com. 

Don & Gerry Prine - gerryprine@msn.com

Congratulations 

Chloe Elizabeth Gebhart, born September 21, 2006. Chloe weighed
7 lbs, 14 oz, and was 20 1/4 inches long. Parents - Aaron & Elizabeth
Gebhart. Grandparents - Jim & Cheryl Gebhart

Elijah William Fenster, born Tuesday, January 23, 2007. Elijah
weighed 7 lbs, 5 oz. and was 19 ½ inches long. Parents - Matt and
Emily Fenster. Grandparents - Wendy and Don Fenster.

Brody Ray Hermanson, born January 29, 2007. Brody weighed 8 lbs,
3oz. Parents - Jake and Jennifer Hermanson. Grandparents - Gary &
Merrie Fouche. 

Congratulations to Melissa Harris and Brett Boerner on their
upcoming wedding - May 12, 2007. Parents of the bride are Max &
Carol Harris. 

Congratulations to Patrick Cloyd who received his private license in
April

http://www.balloons-over-iowa-club.com
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Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!  

It was an old fashioned Ode to Spring when
Balloonmeister Dick Drake cancelled the points part because
winds were projected to fall close to sunset, but left it up to
pilot discretion to fly for the trophy. (Actually, it s their
name on a plaque, but at Ode we never sweat the details).
Fourteen intrepid pilots took to the air and Joel
Worthington s two foot drop earned him immortality.

Cousin Bill Griffin was second, and for a while it appeared
his six foot drop would give him his third Ode to Spring
victory.  Considering the history of being weathered out ,
that would likely be a record that could never be touched in
my lifetime. Whew ! I heard may pilots say we dodged a
bullet there. They feared that with notoriety, weather
briefings could last til sunset.

Dad did an active business following the flight.  Pilots of
those strange football shaped balloons were inquiring about
the trade in value on a 105 cubic foot model.  The virtues of
a stable flight path and a solid platform from which to throw
your baggie were extolled.  Lots of grumbling around the
keg about the jerky and unpredictable nature of
competition

 

balloons.  There may be some great bargains
on the market.

The downside of a flight is the disruption of supper.
Although everything was delicious, I thought I would starve
before we ate.  It was great though to get together with so
many friends and welcome yet another ballooning season.
When you are in the neighborhood, stop by the Balloonport.
We will pull a packed envelope into the sun and have a good
visit or a great nap. And as we open the 2007 season, always
remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Some great news to start this article out with and that is
several flew during Ode to Spring.   I believe the last time
anyone flew was about 6-7 years ago. I heard it was a sight
to be seen over Indianola.  After the flight, many gathered
back at the Balloonport for supper, kids games, and the
awards ceremony. Also, the naming of the new board was
announced (see Ode review - page 1).  It was good to visit
with many of you back at the Balloonport after the flight.  I
just wish Meika and I could have actually seen the flight, but
someone needed to stay back at the balloon port to get
everything ready for the evening festivities.   Thank-you to

everyone who helped coordinate the 2007 Ode to Spring.

Many of you have asked if Dad has purchased his new
non-standard balloon yet.  Well the answer isno not yet.  It s
still a work in progress.  Don Prine approached Dad
Saturday night stating, You know Dick, if you purchase
that non-standard balloon then Gerry would allow me to
purchase a non-standard balloon as well.

 
Max Harris was

laughing in the background stating that Carol made the same
comment, that if Dick purchased one then Max could have
a non-standard balloon as well.  Mom still says we are crazy
for even thinking about this whole idea.  But then again, Dad
thinks the standard balloons will rule this year!  

I have heard rumors that Donald Trump has been asking
about helping to develop the BOI retirement village.  Don
Prine, is this true?   

Balloon events will be going full throttle here in the months
to come.  I hope everyone is able to get to one or all of the
events planned this year.  In looking at Mom and Dad s
balloon calendar, it looks to be another busy season, well
depending on weather.  Mom assures me that I will be able
to attend one other event besides the National Balloon
Classic. 

If you have not paid your dues to Balloons over Iowa yet, be
sure to send dues to Carol Harris.  Carol does an outstanding
job with the newsletter!    

Dad (who is on the Board of Directors for the Balloon
museum) asked that I mention that if you have not renewed
your dues to the National Balloon Museum to please be sure
to do that as well.  If you are not a member of the Museum,
please give the Museum a call to get a membership set up. 
Or, if you are not interested in a membership, you can also
make a tax-deductible donation to the Museum or to the
National Balloon Museum Endowment. The ballooning
community should be proud of the Museum and the history
it holds on ballooning.

It s time to finish pawing this article, as the bank is about to
open.  I always love Monday mornings at the bank, as the
regular customers who come in to visit Dad are good enough
to bring me treats.   

Until next time, fly safe and treat your crew like royalty,
Sandy Drake

Web site for practice FAA exams

http://www.ballooningtexas.com/Practice_Test_Info_Page
.htm

http://www.ballooningtexas.com/Practice_Test_Info_Page
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Retirement Center Update

May 2007

Rob Bartholomew, Dick Drake, Jim Fromm, Bill Griffin, Mike Oberman, Don Prine, Wayne Wasson, members of
the Balloons Over Iowa Retirement Home Planning and Site Acquisition Committee (BOIRHPSAC), submitted
the following report:

Your BOIRHPSAC committee has been thrown into disarray with the recent disclosure that the City of Sandyville
has less than $1000 in their treasury, is not paying bills, has not collected taxes in two years, and may declare
bankruptcy.  Countless hours have been spent speculating on availability of basic services to our tentative retirement
home site.  Deliberation has been complicated because our meeting site has been declared, on every other Saturday,
Karaoke Night .  On a positive note, some very talented new committee members have been recruited and some

of their suggestions could revolutionize our retirement home concept.  Charter committee member, Wayne Wasson,
has been so immersed in this endeavor, he has recently moved so he is now within walking distance of committee
meetings.  This has proven to be particularly convenient for Wayne, for occasional committee members overcome
with enthusiasm for our retirement home, and for one very pretty karaoke singer that has taken a personal interest
in Wayne s project.

Some committee members think the Sandyville dilemma may be a great opportunity and are investigating the
possibility of purchasing the city government of Sandyville and establishing a governing structure similar to that
employed by Balloons Over Iowa.  This idea has infused our committee with new enthusiasm and a new
subcommittee composed of members that are former flower children is being contemplated.  Interested parties
are encouraged to contact Wayne Wasson, or his new co-chair.

Respectfully submitted

Michael Van Hamme said his fondest memories were of his flower child days and requested the phone number of
Wayne s co-chair.  Linda Pickering expressed the opinion that Mike s flower power has significantly wilted and
he is not likely to have enough energy for any additional committee work.  Jen Nordhagen requested a definition
of flower children and Rob told her to ask her mother.  Gerald Conklin mentioned his growing appreciation of
Karaoke and Mary said something that sounded like, shush .  Linda Bartholomew said she hopes the founding
fathers won t be called upon to coordinate Sandyville because she never sees Rob now, with all his BOI and
BOIRHPSAC committee responsibilities.  Bill Griffin acknowledged that BOIRHPSAC committee activities can
be intense and requested that the fact that he is also within walking distance of our meeting site be mentioned in
our minutes.

Jim Fromm reported that the Sandyville crisis has also placed additional pressure on the site selection subcommittee
to intensify efforts to visit alternative sites and that expenses would be submitted in the usual manner.
BOIRHPSAC members retired to the refrigerator.  BOI board members appeared to be in stunned appreciation of
the 24/7 dedication of the BOIRHPSAC committee.
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Calendar of Events

May 20, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

June 1-3 Manitowoc Air Show Balloon Rally Manitowoc,
WI  Contact www.wiballoongroup.org or Ken Walter @
WiWindancer@cs.com

June 2 Hog Rally  Danville dean@heritagedevelop.com

June 9-10 Great Plains Balloon Race Sioux Falls, SD

June 14-17 Monroe Balloon Rally, Monroe, WI. Contact
Matt Urban: urban@tds.net

June 17, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA 

June 22-24 Ottumwa Pro Balloon Race, Ottumwa IA
Contact Dale or Holly Dommer

June 22-24 Balloons in June Clinton IA
www.balloonsinjune.us 

June 24-25 Rochester Mayor's Cup Invitational
Rochester, MN 

June 29 - July 4  Battle Creek Field of Flight, Battle Creek,
MI. www.bcballoon.com Contact: Barbara Haluszka
269-962-0592 bchabc@bcballoons.com 

June 30- July 4 Lisle Eyes to the Skies
Balloonnow@aol.com

July 6-8 Wausau Balloon Rally Wausau, WI. Contact:
Steve Woller: wausauballoon@msn.com or
www.wiballoongroup.org

Jul 20-22 Waukesha, WI Skyfest Contact:
WIWindDancer@cs.com

July 13-15 Peoria Balloon Fest Peoria, IL. Contact: Allen
Yost: allenyost@sbcglobal.net or Becky Riojas
309-686-0101

July 15, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport, Carlisle,
IA

July 20-22 Waukesha Skyfest Balloon Rally Waukesha,
WI  Contact: Www.wiballoongroup.org or Ken Walter
@ WiWindancer@cs.com

July 15-19 BFA Youth Summer Camp Tyler, TX. Contact:
S h e l l e y C a r a w a y 9 0 3 - 9 8 6 - 0 9 3 3
balloonist@peoplepc.com 

July 17-22 US National Balloon Championships Waco,
TX. Contact: BFA (515) 961-8809 bfaoffice@bfa.net 

July 27-August 4, 2007 National Balloon Classic Contact
Greg Marchant a t 1-800-FLYIOWA or
www.nationalballoonclassic.com

July 27-29 Galesburg Great Balloon Race Contact:
cptfire@sbcglobal.net

August 3-5 7th Annual Seymour Hamburger Festival
Balloon Rally Seymour, WI. Contact: Tom Wittman
920-993-6985 BumsInParadise@new.rr.com

August 10-12 Hartford Balloon Rally Hartford, WI
Contact: www.Wiballoongroup.org or Ken Walter @
WiWindancer@cs.com

August 17-19 Centralia Balloon Fest www.centraliail.com

August 19, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

A u g u s t 2 4 - 2 6 W i s c o n s i n R a p i d s , W I
www.cmnballoonrally.com

August 24-26 Columbia, MO gsw1@mchsi.com

August 24-25 19th Lincoln Balloon Fest  Lincoln, IL.
www.lincolnillinois.com/balloonfest Contact: Annette
Chapman 217-735-2385, events@lincolnilinois.com 

August 25-27 Children s Miracle Network Balloon Rally
WI Rapids, WI. Contact Steve Woller:
wausauballoon@msn.com

Sept 1-3 Great Pershing Balloon Derby, Brookfield, MO.
Contact Sherry Techau - rstechau@classicnet.net

September 7

 

9 Huff n

 

Puff Rally  www.huff-n-puff.org
E-mail: info@huff-n-puff.org

September 7-8 Macomb IL Balloon Rally Contact:
balloons@macomb.com

September 14-16  SW Iowa Pro Balloon Race Creston, IA.
Contact Rob Bartholomew 515 989-3708

September 14-15 Eagle Creek-Shelbyville IL
bdenhart@insightbb.com

September 14-15 Forest Park, St. Louis
www.greatforestparkballoonrace.com 

September 15-17 Faribault Airfest and Balloon Race
Faribault, MN Contact: steve@mnvalleyballoons.com

September 16, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

October 21, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

October 27, 2007 BOI Halloween Party BOI Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA 

November 18, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

October 6-7 Milton Historical Society Heritage Days &
Balloon Event Milton, WI. Contact Jim Bushelle:
n1965n@ticon.net

October 6-14 Albuquerque Fiesta www.aibf.org

http://www.wiballoongroup.org
http://www.balloonsinjune.us
http://www.bcballoon.com
http://www.wiballoongroup.org
http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
http://www.Wiballoongroup.org
http://www.centraliail.com
http://www.cmnballoonrally.com
http://www.lincolnillinois
http://www.huff-n-puff.org
http://www.greatforestparkballoonrace.com
http://www.aibf.org
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October 27-28 (?? 21-22) John Symonds Memorial
Challenge LaCrosse, WI. Contact: Tom Wittman
BurnsInParadise@new.rr.com 920-993-6985 

November 30-December 2 Battle Creek, MI Holiday Fest
www.holidayballoonfest.com

December 1-2 Bluff's and Valley Balloon Race Caledonia,
MN

Race organizers - please send your dates, etc for 2007 to
Carol - hotairflyn@aol.com

Happy Anniversary

Steve & Jerri Hoover 6-1
Brad & Amy Craig 6-3
Randy & Rochelle Kochheiser 6-6
Kathy & Tom McCoy 6-7
Jeff & Deb Bridgewater 6-10
Gerald & Barb Knoll 6-11
Gil & Becky Wigeland 6-12
Charlie & Debbie Thorman 6-17
Steve & Barbara Jones 6-21
Rod & Maureen Drexler 6-21
Jim & Rita Fromm 6-22
Mike & Beth Oberman 6-22
Nate & Amy  Smith 6-24
Bill & Becky Sponsler 6-29
Jeremy & Macenzie Rubin 6-30

Mary Eagan & Rick McCubbin 7-1
Ronald & Misty Dobesh 7-1
Norm & Kay Fee 7-3
Kirk & Melissa Bloom 7-3
Mason & Heather Fromm 7-4
Jake & Paula Hamlin 7-11
Linn & Marsha Hoskins 7-16
Randy & Lisa Stone 7-22
Joe & Monica Thompson 7-22
Dan & Michele Corbin 7-22
Matt & Emily Fenster 7-26

Happy

June

Jacob Ricke 6-2
Lee Trebbien 6-4
Amy Smith 6-4
Mike Wildung 6-4
Mya Foelske 6-5
Barbara Ross 6-6
Jim Norris 6-7
Ben Clark 6-7
Wynne Clark 6-8
Paula Boe 6-9
Richard Swanson 6-10
Loretta Taylor 6-10
Brandon Pedersen 6-10
Jake Hamlin 6-11
Gretchen Ryan 6-12
Don Wiley 6-12
Melissa Harris 6-12
Blair Brody 6-13
Jodi DeZurik 6-14
Macenzie Rubin 6-14
Aaron Gebhart 6-14
Terry Riepe 6-16
Charlie Ong 6-18
Caleb Nordhagen 6-19
Edel Fromm 6-19
Ellis Benus 6-20
Mallori Adams 6-20
Nicholas Pash 6-22
Mark Mohring 6-22
Jerry Tierman 6-23
Bob Shelton 6-23
Ashley Oakes 6-26
Thomas Hemmingsen 6-27
Meghan Taylor 6-27
Michael Dunnick 6-28
Eldon Benus 6-29
Beth Oberman 6-29
Kristie Wildung 6-29

Birthday

July

Riley Nordhagen 7-1
Dustin Herman 7-2
Whitney Oberman 7-2
Gerry Prine 7-2
Brenda Rohr 7-3
Penny Pieper 7-3
Sheri Clark 7-4
Mary Conklin 7-4
Meg Allbaugh 7-5
Alexandra Adams 7-5
Randy Kochheiser 7-7
Pat Tierney 7-7
David Edmister 7-7
Jody Woodruff 7-7
Matthew Grote 7-8
Courtney Schulte 7-8
Cory Bloom 7-8
Julie Herman 7-8
Doug Purdy 7-9
Anthony VanBroekhuizen 7-9
Benji Clemons 7-10
Bret Christian 7-11
Keith Williams 7-13
Tom Ricke 7-13
Phil Smith 7-13
Abigail  Jensen 7-15
Michael VanHamme 7-15
John Jensen 7-15
Aaron (AJ) Foelske 7-15
Nathan Smith 7-15
Deb  Jensen 7-15
Kristy Pash 7-16
Tony Funaro 7-17
Christina Sponsler 7-17
Emmy Konvalin 7-21
Bloom Kirk 7-21
Laurie Allbaugh 7-23
Collin Oponski 7-23
Lynn Craig 7-23
Steven Ross 7-24
Jodi Erger 7-23
Ken Allbaugh 7-26
Dan Ricke 7-26
Todd Isley 7-26
Gene Elsasser 7-27
Sue Anthony 7-29
Ruth Montague 7-30
Chad Anthony 7-30
Branden Bloom 7-30
Misty Dobesh 7-31
Brad  Temeyer 7-31
Jennifer Anthony 7-31
Linda Bartholomew 7-31

http://www.holidayballoonfest.com



