May-June, 2007

Odeto Spring

The weather gods finally took pity on BOI and granted us a
special treat - a flyable day for Ode to Spring. We hadn’t
flown Ode to Spring since 2000. Pilots & crews gathered at
the Museum for registration & pilot meeting. The winds
were marginally high, but after a couple of weather holds,
Balloonmeister Dick Drake released pilots to fly at their
discretion. Several took off from the west side of Indianola
& flew to the National Balloon Classic field. There was a
mixture of traditional sport balloons and new “racer” style
balloons. Several pilots of both varieties flew right to the
target. Bill Griffin was the winner in 2000, and had won
also one other year. Would he be the first pilot in BOI
history to be named thewinner of Odeto Spring threetimes?
He dropped his baggie 6' from the center of the X & wasin
first place. Mere moments behind him, though was Joel
Worthington. Joel, flying atraditional shaped 105,000 cubic
foot balloon flew right to the X & knocked Bill out of first
place witha2' 7" drop. Thanksto Gerald & Mary Conklin,
Teresa & Doug Purdy and Terry Garrett for scoring.

Members then headed back to the BOI Balloonport for a
delicious meal of BBQ pork & pot luck. Kidmeister Derek
Nordhagen lined up thekidsfor someearly lessonsinbaggie
tossing. We’re going to have some great pilotsinthefuture-
they all won prizes! Great tossing! Derek did such a great
job, there was talk of having him named permanent
Kidmeister. Bill Griffin and Rob Bartholomew then
announced the following awards:

Crewof theYear. Last year’swinner Bill Craig added aset
of jumper cables to the award. 2007 Crew of the Y ear was
awarded to Joel Worthington’s crew.

Pilot of theYear - Eldon “Gomer” Benus - only the second
pilot to have won this coveted award twice.

Cleo award - Jen Nordhagen for her service to the club as
Treasurer, party planner, Karaoke madam and keeper of the
secret keg factor.

2007-2008 Boar d announced:

Thad Bloom Brett Christian
Scott Armstrong Jim Norris

Joyce Jensen

Odeto Spring flight winners:

1 Joel Worthington
2. Bill Griffin
3. John Jensen

Balloonmeister Dick Drake awarded prizes donated by the
lowaPork Board. Thanksto Prizemeister Mark Weeks. Dick
pointed out that Joel was flying a 105,000 cubic foot
traditional shaped balloon, not afootball shaped balloon &
he had no laptop or map program in the basket with him.

St. Patrick’s Day party

The cooks of BOI must have been on vacation during
March, because there was only one entry in the Irish Stew
Cookoff - Jim Fromm. Jim’s delicious stew obviously won
first placel Max Harris & Karen Worthington won some
delightful door prizes. Membersdined, then prepared for the
initiation ceremony. Derek Nordhagen made his debut as
Giant Leprechaun - and a fine Leprechaun he was!l The
L eprechauns escorted the new members to the front of the
Balloonport as members greeted them along the way.
Founding Fathers Bill Griffin, Rob Bartholomew and Don
Prine lead the new members of BOI in a solemn, moving
pledge. Welcome the following new members to BOI!

Sue Anthony Aricka Lambson
Brett Boerner Chad Parsons
Richard Jaworski Peggy Parsons
Marianne Kitchell Emma Pearsons
Kierstin Keller Kaly Pearsons
Tammy Lambson Jordan Pierce
Lexi Lambson Brad Temeyer
L azer Fest

There will be a concert held on the balloon field Sunday,
May 13. They will begin setting up on Friday, May 11. Two
things that will impact pilots:

1) Don’t plantoflyintoor out of thefield on May 13,
2) Filling with propane, especially on Sunday, May 13,
will not be possible.

If you have questions or need additional information, please
let me know.

Greg Marchant
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Alliancefor Aviation Across America
Member Action Alert!

Alliance for Aviation Across America Members: We Need Y our Help!

Congress has reached a critical stage in drafting a bill to reauthorize the
Federa Aviation Administration (FAA) right now. The big airlines’
lobbyists have been relentless in their efforts to influence Members and
staff and now there is a draft bill in the Senate NOW that includes this
harmful “user fees” proposal.

This “user fee” tax proposal would levy a huge tax hike onto small
businesses, farmers and towns across America that depend upon small
planes. Not only that, according to news reports, this sweetheart deal
would increase the fuel tax, yet the big airlines would walk away with a
huge tax cut.

Y our Senators will play an important role in deciding NOW whether to
include“user fees” inthebill the Senate Aviation Subcommitteewill send
to the Senate Floor to vote on later this year.

Itisvital that all members of the Alliance contact your Senator TODAY
to urge him or her to reject “user fees’on any segment of the generad
aviation community in any form!

To contact your Senators please call toll-free 1-866-908-5898 to be
automatically connected. When you have finished speaking with your
first Senator's office, smply stay on thelineto be automatically switched
to the second office.

If you have any questions please feel to contact the Alliance at (202)
223-9523.

Thanks for your attention and support!
E-mail address changes

Gary & Merrie Fouche - loonarmagic@msn.com.

Don & Gerry Prine - gerryprine@msn.com
Congratulations

% Chloe Elizabeth Gebhart, born September 21, 2006. Chloe weighed
71bs, 14 0z, and was 20 1/4 incheslong. Parents- Aaron & Elizabeth
Gebhart. Grandparents - Jim & Cheryl Gebhart

% Elijah William Fenster, born Tuesday, January 23, 2007. Elijah
weighed 7 |bs, 5 0z. and was 19 ¥z inches long. Parents - Matt and
Emily Fenster. Grandparents - Wendy and Don Fenster.

% Brody Ray Hermanson, born January 29, 2007. Brody weighed 8 1bs,
30z. Parents - Jake and Jennifer Hermanson. Grandparents - Gary &
Merrie Fouche.

% Congratulations to Melissa Harris and Brett Boerner on their
upcoming wedding - May 12, 2007. Parents of the bride are Max &
Carol Harris.

% Congratulationsto Patrick Cloyd who received hisprivate licensein
April
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Letter from President Meka
Hello to all my friends!

It was an old fashioned “Ode to Spring” when
Balloonmeister Dick Drakecancelled the points part because
winds were projected to fall closeto sunset, but left it up to
pilot discretion to fly for the trophy. (Actualy, it’s their
name on a plague, but at Ode we never sweat the details).
Fourteen intrepid pilots took to the ar and Joel
Worthington’s two foot drop earned him immortality.

Cousin Bill Griffin was second, and for awhile it appeared
his six foot drop would give him his third Ode to Spring
victory. Considering the history of being “weathered out”,
that would likely be arecord that could never be touched in
my lifetime. Whew ! | heard may pilots say we dodged a
bullet there. They feared that with notoriety, weather
briefings could last “til sunset.

Dad did an active business following the flight. Pilots of
those strange footbal | shaped balloons were inquiring about
thetrade in value on a 105 cubic foot model. The virtues of
astableflight path and asolid platform from which to throw
your baggie were extolled. Lots of grumbling around the
keg about the jerky and unpredictable nature of
“competition” balloons. There may be some great bargains
on the market.

The downside of a flight is the disruption of supper.
Although everything wasdelicious, | thought | would starve
before we ate. It was great though to get together with so
many friends and welcome yet another ballooning season.
When you arein the neighborhood, stop by the Balloonport.
Wewill pull apacked envel opeinto the sun and have agood
visit or agreat nap. And aswe open the 2007 season, always
remember to:

Hy Safely,
Meika

L etter from Vice-President Sandy

Some great news to start this article out with and that is
severa flew during Ode to Spring. | believe the last time
anyone flew was about 6-7 years ago. | heard it was a sight
to be seen over Indianola. After the flight, many gathered
back at the Balloonport for supper, kids games, and the
awards ceremony. Also, the naming of the new board was
announced (see Ode review - page 1). It was good to visit
with many of you back at the Balloonport after the flight. |
justwish Meikaand | could have actually seentheflight, but
someone needed to stay back at the balloon port to get
everything ready for the evening festivities. Thank-you to
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everyone who helped coordinate the 2007 Ode to Spring.

Many of you have asked if Dad has purchased his new
non-standard balloon yet. Well theanswer isno not yet. It’s
still a work in progress. Don Prine approached Dad
Saturday night stating, “You know Dick, if you purchase
that non-standard balloon then Gerry would allow me to
purchase a non-standard balloon as well.” Max Harris was
laughing inthe background stating that Carol madethe same
comment, that if Dick purchased one then Max could have
anon-standard balloon aswell. Mom 4till sayswe are crazy
for even thinking about thiswholeidea. But then again, Dad
thinks the standard balloons will rule this year!

| have heard rumors that Donald Trump has been asking
about helping to develop the BOI retirement village. Don
Prine, isthistrue?

Balloon events will be going full throttle here in the months
to come. | hope everyoneis ableto get to one or al of the
events planned this year. In looking at Mom and Dad’s
balloon calendar, it looks to be another busy season, well
depending on weather. Mom assures me that | will be able
to attend one other event besides the National Balloon
Classic.

If you have not paid your duesto Balloons over lowayet, be
sureto send duesto Carol Harris. Carol does an outstanding
job with the newsl etter!

Dad (who is on the Board of Directors for the Balloon
museum) asked that | mention that if you have not renewed
your duesto the National Balloon Museum to please be sure
to do that aswell. If you are not amember of the Museum,
please give the Museum a call to get a membership set up.
Or, if you are not interested in a membership, you can also
make a tax-deductible donation to the Museum or to the
National Balloon Museum Endowment. The ballooning
community should be proud of the Museum and the history
it holds on ballooning.

It’stimeto finish pawing this article, as the bank is about to
open. | aways love Monday mornings at the bank, as the
regular customerswho comeintovisit Dad aregood enough
to bring me treats.

Until next time, fly safe and treat your crew like royalty,
Sandy Drake

Web sitefor practice FAA exams
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Retirement Center Update
May 2007

Rob Bartholomew, Dick Drake, Jim Fromm, Bill Griffin, Mike Oberman, Don Prine, Wayne Wasson, members of
the Balloons Over |owa Retirement Home Planning and Site Acquisition Committee (BOIRHPSAC), submitted
the following report:

Y our BOIRHPSA C committee has been thrown into disarray with the recent disclosure that the City of Sandyville
has less than $1000 in their treasury, is not paying bills, has not collected taxes in two years, and may declare
bankruptcy. Countless hours have been spent speculating on availability of basic services to our tentative retirement
homesite. Deliberation has been complicated because our meeting site has been declared, on every other Saturday,
“Karaoke Night”. On a positive note, some very talented new committee members have been recruited and some
of their suggestionscould revol utionize our retirement homeconcept. Charter committee member, Wayne Wasson,
has been so immersed in this endeavor, he has recently moved so heis now within walking distance of committee
meetings. This has proven to be particularly convenient for Wayne, for occasional committee members overcome
with enthusiasm for our retirement home, and for one very pretty karaoke singer that has taken a personal interest
in Wayne’s project.

Some committee members think the Sandyville dilemma may be a great opportunity and are investigating the
possibility of purchasing the city government of Sandyville and establishing a governing structure similar to that
employed by Balloons Over lowa. This idea has infused our committee with new enthusiasm and a new
subcommittee composed of members that are former “flower children” is being contemplated. Interested parties
are encouraged to contact Wayne Wasson, or his new co-chair.

Respectfully submitted

Michael Van Hamme said hisfondest memorieswere of hisflower child days and requested the phone number of
Wayne’s co-chair. Linda Pickering expressed the opinion that Mike’s flower power has significantly wilted and
heisnot likely to have enough energy for any additional committee work. Jen Nordhagen requested a definition
of “flower children” and Rob told her to ask her mother. Gerald Conklin mentioned his growing appreciation of
Karaoke and Mary said something that sounded like, “shush”. Linda Bartholomew said she hopes the founding
fathers won’t be called upon to coordinate Sandyville because she never sees Rob now, with all his BOI and
BOIRHPSAC committee responsibilities. Bill Griffin acknowledged that BOIRHPSAC committee activities can
be intense and requested that the fact that he is also within walking distance of our meeting site be mentioned in
our minutes.

Jim Fromm reported that the Sandyville crisishas al so placed additional pressure onthesite selection subcommittee
to intensify efforts to visit alternative sites and that expenses would be submitted in the usual manner.
BOIRHPSAC membersretired to the refrigerator. BOI board members appeared to be in stunned appreciation of
the 24/7 dedication of the BOIRHPSAC committee.
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Calendar of Events

May 20, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Baloonport,
Carlide, 1A

Junel-3M anitovygc_: ,_A_ir_ _S[\p\_N_@@J_I oon Rally Manitowoc,

WI Contact www.wiballoongroup.org or Ken Walter @

WiWindancer@cs.com
June 2 Hog Rally — Danville dean@heritagedevel op.com
June 9-10 Great Plains Balloon Race Sioux Falls, SD

June 14-17 Monroe Balloon Rally, Monroe, WI. Contact
Matt Urban: urban@tds.net

June 17, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOIl meeting, Baloonport,
Carlide, 1A

June 22-24 Ottumwa Pro Balloon Race, Ottumwa IA
Contact Dale or Holly Dommer

June 22-24 Balloons in June Clinton IA

June 24-25 Rochester Mayor's Cup
Rochester, MN

June29- July 4 BattleCreek Field of Flight, Battle Creek,
MI. www.bcballoon.com Contact: Barbara Haluszka
269-962-0592 bchabc@bcball oons.com

June 30- July 4 Lide Eyes to
Balloonnow@aol.com

I nvitational

the Skies

July 6-8 Wausau Balloon Rally Wausau, WI. Contact:
Steve Woller: wausauballoon@msn.com or

Jul  20-22 Waukesha, WI
WIWindDancer@cs.com

July 13-15 Peoria Balloon Fest Peoria, IL. Contact: Allen
Yost: alenyost@sbcglobal.net or Becky Rigjas
309-686-0101

July 15, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport, Carlisle,
1A

July 20-22 Waukesha Skyfest Balloon Rally Waukesha,
WI Contact: Www.wiballoongroup.org or Ken Walter
@ WiWindancer@cs.com

July 15-19 BFA Y outh Summer Camp Tyler, TX. Contact:
Shelley Caraway 903-986-0933
ball ooni st@peopl epc.com

July 17-22 US National Balloon Championships Waco,
TX. Contact: BFA (515) 961-8809 bf aoffice@bfa.net

July 27-August 4, 2007 National Balloon Classic Contact
Greg Marchant at 1-800-FLYIOWA or

Skyfest Contact:

July 27-29 Galesburg Great Balloon Race Contact:
cptfire@sbceglobal .net
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August 3-5 7th Annual Seymour Hamburger Festival
Balloon Rally Seymour, WI. Contact: Tom Wittman
920-993-6985 Bumsl nParadi se@new.rr.com

August 10-12 Hartford Balloon Rally Hartford, WI

WiWindancer@cs.com
August 17-19 Centralia Balloon Festiwww.centraliail.cor

August 19, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlisle, IA

August 24-26 Wisconsin

Rapids, WI

August 24-26 Columbia, MO gswl@mchsi.com
August 24-25 19th Lincoln Balloon Fest Lincoln, IL.

www.lincolnillinois.com/balloonfest Contact: Annette

Chapman 217-735-2385, events@lincolnilinois.com

August 25-27 Children’sMiracle Networ k Balloon Rally
WI Rapids, WI. Contact Steve Woller:
wausauball oon@msn.com

Sept 1-3 Great Per shing Balloon Der by, Brookfield, MO.
Contact Sherry Techau - rstechau@cl assicnet.net

E-mail: info@huff-n-puff.org
September 7-8 Macomb IL Balloon Rally Contact:
balloons@macomb.com

September 14-16 SW lowa Pro Balloon Race Creston, |A.
Contact Rob Bartholomew 515 989-3708

September 14-15 Eagle Creek-Shelbyville IL
bdenhart@insi ghtbb.com
September 14-15 Forest Park, St. Louis

September 15-17 Faribault Airfest and Balloon Race
Faribault, MN Contact: steve@mnvalleyballoons.com

September 16, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlide, 1A

October 21, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlide, |A

October 27, 2007 BOI Halloween Party BOI Balloonport,
Carlide, 1A

November 18, 2007 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport,
Carlide, |A

October 6-7 Milton Historical Society Heritage Days &
Balloon Event Milton, WI. Contact Jm Bushelle:
n1965n@ticon.net


http://www.wiballoongroup.org
http://www.balloonsinjune.us
http://www.bcballoon.com
http://www.wiballoongroup.org
http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
http://www.Wiballoongroup.org
http://www.centraliail.com
http://www.cmnballoonrally.com
http://www.lincolnillinois
http://www.huff-n-puff.org
http://www.greatforestparkballoonrace.com
http://www.aibf.org

October 27-28 (?? 21-22) John Symonds Memorial
Challenge LaCrosse, WI. Contact: Tom Wittman
BurnslnParadi se@new.rr.com 920-993-6985

November 30-December 2 Battle Creek, M| Holiday Fest

December 1-2 Bluff'sand Valley Balloon Race Caledonia,
MN

Race organizers - please send your dates, etc for 2007 to
Caral - hotairflyn@aol.com

Happy Anniversary

Steve & Jerri Hoover 6-1
Brad & Amy Craig 6-3
Randy & Rochelle Kochheiser 6-6
Kathy & Tom McCoy 6-7
Jeff & Deb Bridgewater 6-10
Gerad & Barb Knall 6-11
Gil & Becky Wigeland 6-12
Charlie & Debbie Thorman 6-17
Steve & Barbara Jones 6-21
Rod & Maureen Drexler 6-21
Jm & RitaFromm 6-22
Mike & Beth Oberman 6-22
Nate & Amy Smith 6-24
Bill & Becky Sponsler 6-29
Jeremy & Macenzie Rubin 6-30
Mary Eagan & Rick McCubbin 7-1
Ronad & Misty Dobesh 7-1
Norm & Kay Fee 7-3
Kirk & MelissaBloom 7-3
Mason & Heather Fromm 7-4
Jake & PaulaHamlin 7-11
Linn & MarshaHoskins 7-16
Randy & Lisa Stone 7-22
Joe & Monica Thompson 7-22
Dan & Michele Corbin 7-22
Matt & Emily Fenster 7-26

LK
<

—
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Happy
June
Jacob Ricke 6-2
Lee Trebbien 6-4
Amy Smith 6-4
Mike Wildung 6-4
Mya Foelske 6-5
Barbara Ross 6-6
Jim Norris 6-7
Ben Clark 6-7
Wynne Clark 6-8
Paula Boe 6-9
Richard Swanson 6-10
Loretta Taylor 6-10
Brandon Pedersen 6-10
Jake Hamlin 6-11
Gretchen Ryan 6-12
Don Wiley 6-12
MelissaHarris 6-12
Blair Brody 6-13
Jodi DeZurik 6-14
Macenzie Rubin 6-14
Aaron Gebhart 6-14
Terry Riepe 6-16
Charlie Ong 6-18
Caleb Nordhagen 6-19
Edel Fromm 6-19
Ellis Benus 6-20
Mallori Adams 6-20
Nicholas Pash 6-22
Mark Mohring 6-22
Jerry Tierman 6-23
Bob Shelton 6-23
Ashley Oakes 6-26
Thomas Hemmingsen 6-27
Meghan Taylor 6-27
Michael Dunnick 6-28
Eldon Benus 6-29
Beth Oberman 6-29
Kristie Wildung 6-29
Ao,
vy -
6
L v :

Birthday

July

Riley Nordhagen
Dustin Herman
Whitney Oberman
Gerry Prine
Brenda Rohr
Penny Pieper
Sheri Clark

Mary Conklin
Meg Allbaugh
Alexandra Adams
Randy Kochheiser
Pat Tierney

David Edmister
Jody Woodruff
Matthew Grote
Courtney Schulte
Cory Bloom

Julie Herman
Doug Purdy

Anthony VanBroekhuizen

Benji Clemons
Bret Christian
Keith Williams
Tom Ricke
Phil Smith
Abigail Jensen

Michael VanHamme

John Jensen

Aaron (AJ) Foelske

Nathan Smith
Deb Jensen
Kristy Pash
Tony Funaro
Christina Sponsler
Emmy Konvalin
Bloom Kirk
Laurie Allbaugh
Collin Oponski
Lynn Craig
Steven Ross
Jodi Erger

Ken Allbaugh
Dan Ricke
Todd Isley
Gene Elsasser
Sue Anthony
Ruth Montague
Chad Anthony
Branden Bloom
Misty Dobesh
Brad Temeyer
Jennifer Anthony

Linda Bartholomew
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NTSB Reports

NTSB |dentification: L AX05L A135.

Wednesday, April 13, 2005 in Marana, AZ
Aircraft: Cameron Balloons A-210, registration: N210EW
Injuries: 1 Fatal, 3 Serious, 7 Minor.

Theballoon collided with boulderslocated atop ahill, fatally
injuring a passenger. After a normal departure on the
for-hire sightseeing flight, the pilot transferred control
authority to a crewmember who held a private pilot
certificate. The purpose of the control transfer was to help
the crewmember obtain more practice hours and log
pilot-in-command time. He was additionally receiving
instruction from the commercia pilot. As the balloon
approached rising terrain the crewmember continued the
ascent up to about 1,000 feet above ground level (agl). The
pilot said the balloon began a gradua descent and the
crewmember reacted by manipulating al the burners to
produce maximum lift. The balloon's basket impacted a
boulder on the peak of the hill and bounced upward. The
balloon again collided with another boulder and
subsequently became airborne, clearing the peak of the hill.
After maneuvering the balloon over power lines, the pilot
landed. A passenger reported that the balloon continued to
gain atitude continuously as it proceeded toward the
mountain. In the cumulative 2 minutes prior to impact, the
passenger noted that the balloon did not appear to increase
in atitude, and he assumed that the pilot was going to
attempt to maneuver around the approaching peak. He stated
that during the flight's duration only one burner was
operating at agiven time, with the exception of just seconds
before the impact when the pilot instructed the other
crewmember to "turn on both burners.” The passenger said
that the two burners appeared to be operating. He added that
the balloon'saltitude never appeared to reach higher than the
top of the hill, and the flight path consisted of a continuous
accent up the mountain. Safety Board investigators reviewed
an atmospheric sounding of the area around the time of the
accident. The datadid not support any thermalsand no clear
air turbulence was identified at the accident altitudes. The
wind profileindicated calm surface winds, defined as bel ow
10 knots. No defined mountain wave pattern was identified.
A post accident examination of the balloon found no
anomalies or discrepancies with the envelope, basket, or
burners. Regulations restrict private pilots from being
pilot-in-command during commercial operations with
fare-paying passengers; however, a private pilot can be the
pilot-in-command if a commercia pilot is providing
instruction.

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the
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probable cause(s) of this accident as follows: the failure of
the flying pilot to attain aproper climb rate and maintain an
adequate clearance from rising terrain. Also causal was the
commercial pilot'sinadequate supervision of the flight and
his delayed remedial action.

NTSB Identification: LAXO05LA162

Sunday, May 08, 2005 in Del Mar, CA
Aircraft: Ultramagic —250, registration: N3002J
Injuries: 1 Serious, 9 Uninjured.

Thisis preliminary information, subject to change, and may
contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected
when the final report has been compl eted.

On May 8, 2005, at 1930 Pacific daylight time, a passenger
sustained a serious injury during the landing of an
Ultramagic —250, N3002J, hot air balloon in afield 2 miles
east of Del Mar, California. The balloonwas operated by the
commercial pilot under the provisions of 14 CFR Part 91 as
a commercia revenue sightseeing flight. One of the nine
passengerswas serioudly injured during the landing, and the
balloon was not damaged. Visual meteorological conditions
prevailed, and avisua flight plan had not been filed.

The pilot reported to the National Transportation Safety
Board investigator that the passenger said she had numbness
in her legs but did not mention that to the pilot prior to the
landing. Upon landing the passenger fractured her ankle. No
other injurieswerereported. The pilot told the police officer
that responded to the scene that the landing was a normal
landing in the designated landing area.

NTSB Identification: DFWO5L A125.

Wednesday, May 18, 2005 in Shreveport, LA
Aircraft: Aerostar International Inc. S53A, registration: N699WH
Injuries: 2 Fatal.

While flying over a residential area, the balloon struck
electrical power lines approximately 60 feet above ground
level (agl). Subsequently, the balloon was observed by
witnesses ascending to an altitude of approximately 2,000
feet, with the basket of the balloon engulfed in flames. The
balloon drifted for approximately two miles before gradually
descending and coming to rest in a parking lot.

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the
probable cause(s) of this accident as follows. The pilot's
failure to maintain clearance from electrical power lines.
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NTSB Identification: CHIOSCA133.

Friday, May 27, 2005 in Sparta, MO
Aircraft: Aerostar S-57A, registration: N71072
Injuries: 1 Serious, 2 Uninjured.

The balloon sustained minor damage and the pil ot sustained
serious injuries when a wind gust was encountered while
descending for landing following atethered flight. The two
passengerson-board were not injured. The pilot reported that
he obtained apreflight weather briefing during which hewas
advised that forecast windswereto be 7 knots. He noted that
he departed from hisresidence on afreeballoon flight. After
take off the flight proceeded in an easterly direction and
landed about 30 minutes later. He stated that no unusual
weather activity was observed during that flight and winds
remained light. The pilot stated that after landing he elected
to providetethered balloon ridesfor residentsinthearea. He
reported that while descending to land after the final ride,
whileabout 30 feet aboveground level, a" strong north wind
suddenly hit the balloon." He estimated the wind gust was
25 miles per hour. He stated that he could not hold the
balloon and it began to travel toward the south at a "rapid
speed,” which resulted inahard landing inthe next field. He
reported that he pulled the vent line in an attempt to deflate
the balloon envelope. The pilot stated that he was
subsequently "bounced out" of the basket and was dragged
through thefield. Theballoon "relaunched" itself inthe high
wind and flew into a tree. He was no longer able to hold
onto the vent line and fell about 20 feet to the ground. The
pilot suffered afractured pelvis and compressed vertebrae.

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the
probable cause(s) of this accident as follows. The pilot's
inability to maintain a proper descent rate due to the wind
gust resulting in a hard landing. Contributing factors were
the wind gust and the tree struck during the landing.

NTSB Identification: CHIOSCA209.

Monday, August 01, 2005 in Indianola, A
Aircraft: National Ballooning 751-12, registration: N3219T
Injuries: 2 Uninjured.

A freeballoon sustained substantial damage during aforced
landing when it impacted power lines after anin-flight fire.
The pilot reported that during the preflight checks of the
balloon he connected the two liquid propane lines and the
pilot light vapor line properly. The pilot reported the balloon
lifted off the field and that the burner was functioning
normally. When the balloon was about 700 feet above
ground level (agl), the pilot observed flames "coming from
both the pilot light hose and the tank hose (right side of
aircraft and the side where two tanks are manifolded
together)." He attempted to put out the fire with his gloved
hand, but was unsuccessful. He then shut off the tanks at the
tank valves on the right side of the balloon, but the fire

Touch & Go

continued. He reported that an emergency landing was
imminent so he shut off the third tank on the |eft side of the
balloon. Then he rechecked to make sure the manifold
valves were shut off. The bottom of the balloon's basket hit
the power lines. The balloon continued to descend until the
basket impacted the ground. The basket tipped over when it
hit the ground, and the pil ot and passenger exited the basket.
The pilot used the on-board fire extinguisher to put out the
firethat wasstill burning at the hose-burner connection. The
pilot reported that once the balloon was removed from the
power lines, he retrieved the envelope and basket. He
disconnected the fuel lines and the pilot light line while the
ground crew put the envelope away. During the inspection
of the balloon, the burner and basket were reassembled. The
pilot reconnected the fuel lines and the pilot light line.
During the burner operational check there were no propane
leaks and the burner functioned. Pictures of the propane
bottle provided by the fire department appeared to show
frost on the pilot light valve.

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the
probable cause(s) of this accident as follows: The in-flight
fire due to the loose fuel line connection as a result of the
pilot's inadequate preflight. A factor was the power lines.

NTSB Identification: DFW05CA223.

Friday, August 19, 2005 in Denton, TX
Aircraft: Aerostar International RX-8, registration: N6339G
Injuries: 1 Serious, 2 Uninjured.

The 700-hour commercial pilot, with about 400-hours in
balloons, was assigned two passengers for a non-revenue
media flight. The pilot cautioned the passengers that the
winds at landing could be eight to ten miles per hour (mph),
and that the landing could be bumpy. He briefed both
passengers on landing procedures, reminding them
throughout the flight and landing approach to flex their
knees, hold on, and stay in the basket. Upon landing the
injured passenger immediately stated that she had broken her
ankle. The pilot reported the landing impact was "moderate
with no rebound." The second passenger reported the
landing as "firm, but not violent." After landing the balloon
dragged about 125 feet before coming to rest. The pilot
reported thewindswerefrom the south-southwest at 9 knots.

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the
probable cause(s) of this accident as follows. The
passenger's failure to follow landing instructions, which
resulted in seriousinjury. A contributing factor wasthehigh
wind.
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