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Please join Balloons Over lowa in the celebration of Ode to Spring. Because this
Celebration has traditionally signified the arrival of Spring and the start of the flying
season, the event will include much merriment & joyous behavior.

Serious business will also take place. The Board of Directors chosen to lead this great
club for the next year will be announced. One lucky pilot will be named “Pilot of the
Y ear ”. Crew of the year and the famous Cleo award will also be announced. Dont miss
this wonderful occasion!

Schedule:

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Registration at the National Balloon Museum, Indianola, IA.
5:30 p.m. Pilot briefing at the museum

6:00 p.m. Flight (weather permitting). Festivitiesto be moved to the Balloonport if
flight is called off.

Pot luck will be held at the Balloonport after the flight. The club will provide meat &
beer. Everyone is asked to bring a side dish or dessert & your own table service. After
dining will be the announcement of the annual club awards and the crowning of the
2007-2008 Board.

Ode Officials:
Balloonmeister - Dick Drake Prizemeister - Mark Weeks
Assistant Balloonmeister - Tom Ricke Kegmeister - EImo & Derrick Nordhagen
Weathermeister - Bill Griffin Barbequemeister - Dwight Freitag
Assistant weathermeister - Jeremy Rubin Keeper of the purse - Jen Nordhagen
Pilot registrationmeister - Jennifer Finder of the virgin sacrifice - Sandy Drake
Nordhagen & Carol Harris Keeper of the virgin sacrifice - Rob
Pilot packmeister - Mark Weeks Bartholomew
Safetymeister - Leroy Clair Virgin sacrifice - Missing
Launchmeister - Bret Christian Protest jury - Meika Bartholomew
Scoremeister - Conklins & Balloon Crew Cleanup committee - Left overs
Balloonportmeisters - Rob & Linda Kidmeisters - Derek Nordhagen, Leroy Clair,
Bartholomew Todd Isley

Front cover: 2006 BOI Champions 1. Brad Craig, 2. Rob Bartholomew, 3. Cory Bloom
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2006 BOI Championship

#1 Brad Craig 6800
#2 Rob Bartholomew 6540
#3 Cory Bloom 6530
#4 Tom Ricke 6470
#5 Ryan Kintzel 6430
#6 Todd Isley 6400
#7 Ralph Rieck 6360
#38 Gary Fouche 6320
#9 Dan Corbin 6300
#10 Dick Drake 6280
#11 Jeremy Rubin 6250
#12 Jim Thompson 6210
#13 Leroy Claire 6200
#14 Bill Griffin 6140
#15 Bret Christian 6010
#16 Mike Hadley 5980
#17 Max Harris 5790
#18 Don Prine 2845

Ground School 2007

Ground School was held February 17-18 at the BOI
Balloonport. 22 students from 6 states attended.

A huge thanks to al the instructors: Dick Drake -
Sectionals, Don Prine - (Commercia) Instruction
Technigues & Teaching Process, Jason Jones - Balloon
Systems & Balloon Hedlth, Bill Griffin - Weather, Matt
Fenster - Instruments, Donna Rieck - FAR's, and Rob
Bartholomew - testing. Thanks also to Rob & Linda
Bartholomew for hosting the weekend.

Another huge thanks to everyone who helped with food -
Linda Bartholomew, Phyllis Drake, Jen Nordhagen, and
especially Donna Rieck for al the delicious goodies that
Ground School isfamousfor.

Organizersfor Ground School wereMike Oberman (Ground
Schoolmeister), Joel Worthington & Al Appenzeller.

Students attending were: Ashley Butler, Bret Christian,
Patrick & Tim Cloyd, Casey Frame, Roger Gray, Matthew
Grote, Jake Hamlin, Jerry Jensen, Jeremy King, J.D.
Montague, James Mueller, Malinda Patch-Gray, Todd
Patterson, Jim & Teresa Phelan, Tyler Reinert, Ben Smith,

Jeff Thomm, Mark Weeks, and John & Patrice Winkel.
Congratulations and welcome to BOI!

Letter from President Melka

Hellotoall my friends! Dad says time goes faster as you get
older, but it seems like cold weather has |asted along time.
| heard some North Central BOI members considered burner
power for heat instead of electricity. One balloonist reported
using his burner to clear the driveway of snow. | don’t
know if this has been an exceptionally bad winter or if we
arejust getting softer. Dad says the Founding Fathers used
to fly during blizzards, and still talks about a memorable
retrieval of Bill Griffin. Dad says he would fly now if he
wasn’t so busy with the farm.

Although March comes in like a lion, | hope nothing
discourages attendance at our St. Patrick’s Day Party on
March 17", Initiation of new membersis always a solemn
experience but | personally like the Giant L eprechauns best.
Thefoodistremendous. Asthosein attendance get younger
and older, Vice President Sandy and | look forward to ample
opportunity for liberal samples of everything. Sandy did,
however, spend aninordinate amount of time around the keg
last year. Just because she wags her pretty tail, you don’t
have to give her adrink.

April 28" is Ode to Spring. Dick Drake has been selected
the Balloonmeister this year. | think the Board is tired of
getting weathered out. Dad says the Founding Fathers used
to fly “no matter what” and still talks about memorable high
wind landings. Dad says he would test the elements now if
he wasn’t an FAA Examiner responsible for modeling
exemplary flight behavior.

| did listen to every instructor at our Balloons Over lowa
Ground School. It was another great success. The
instructorsall said no matter how anxiousyou aretofly, it’s
important to use good judgment. | think they read my
column, they told everyone to always remember to:

Fly Safely,
Meika
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Touch And Goisahbi-monthly publication of the
Balloons over lowa Baloon Club. Opinions
expressed and advertising appearing in this
newsl etter do not necessarily reflect theviewsor
endorsements of the BOI Club or its members.
The BOI Club or its members can not be held
liable for the failure of any advertised product.

Weauthorizethereprinting of any original work
in this newsletter, please credit Balloons Over
lowa Touch & Go asthe source.

Touch & Go

L etter from Vice-President Sandy

First, | must apologizeto Carol Harrisfor my tardinessin getting thisarticle
to her. | have no excuse, but | will blame much of it on the last mgjor
snowstorm. It was nice just lying around watching it snow, but the lying
around became more and more. Next thing | knew, 4 days had passed.
Thus, missing the deadline. Sorry.

Balloons over lowa just completed another successful ground school in
February. Mike Oberman and hisinstructors did a great job instructing the
students. And, | must not forget Linda Bartholomew, Phyllis Drake, and
many volunteers who brought in wonderful food. Now, Mom is looking
over my shoulder, as I’m pawing this article out on the computer. She is
asking how | would know how wonderful the food was at Ground school.
Weéll, this is where | must thank the many students that handed me treats
under thetable. | think the Butterfinger candy bar that Donna Rieck gave me
wasthebest. Well, fromwhat | was abletotaste of it since Dad took it away.
But anyway, again great job to Mike Oberman and his team for ajob well
done. | talked to Meikathe other day to see how the students did, but she
had not heard any updates as of yet.

Two BOI events are fast approaching, both of which are a sure sign that
spring is just around the corner. The St. Patrick’s Party and BOI new
member initiation is scheduled for Saturday, March 17". Thisis an event
you will not want to miss. Be sure to bring your famous Irish stew to enter
inthe stew contest, and later in the evening, back by popular demand, arethe
Giant Green Leprechauns. | swear | saw the Leprechauns performing the
other day with the Wiggles or maybe it was the Doodle Bops.

The 2nd event, which is a definite sign spring is here, is Ode to Spring,
scheduled for Saturday April 28". Thisisamust attend event. Thisislowa’s
first “official” balloon race of the season. The Prizesare so awesomethey are
keptinavault off sitefrom the Balloonport. The potluck isout of thisworld.
Thisevent isfull of surprisesand | stress “surprises”. Also in the evening,
certain members (selected by the Founding Fathers) will be awarded “Crew
of the Year” and the prestigious “Pilot of the Year” award (every
pilot/student pilot isfighting to get thisaward). One of the last awards to be
given out during the evening is BOI’s top honor award, the “Cleo Award”.
The old board will be recognized for the service during the year (great job!).
The Founding Fathers will announce the new members of the board.

In closing, sorry Carol for being tardy with my article. Mom and Dad told
me no moretreatsuntil | paw thisarticle out. Second of all, our thoughts and
prayers goesout to the many peoplewho lost their livesin the latest massive
stormsthat rolled through the Midwest and southern part of the US. Mother
Naturereally dealt some nasty cardsthistime. | hopeto see everyone at one
or all of theupcoming BOI events. Do not forget the monthly BOI meetings-
the 3" Sunday of each month, 6:30 p.m.

Until next time, keep looking up!
Sandy Drake
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Important financial meetingswere
held hereduring the Prine’srecent
visit.
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