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SW lowa Pro Balloon Race
Creston, lowa  September 15-17, 2006

Creston was just about a perfect ballooning weekend -
spending time with family & friends, participating in one of
thegreatest paradesaround, Friday night fishfry & Karaoke,
parties with sponsors, ice cream party, watching the lowa
Hawkeyesbeat the lowa State Cyclones, supper at Windrow
& Knotty Pine, bathtub races, and of course - the Crappy

Beer Contest. Oh, wait, perfect except we didn’t fly at
all!

We dl blew into town with the wind Friday, watching the
flags & knowing there would be no flying Friday evening.
I’ve heard that the music label scouts should have been at
the Elks club for Karaoke Friday night. Sounds like a good
time was had by all!!

Saturday morning was again too windy, so the Crappy Beer
Contest commenced at the motel parking lot. There were
over 20 entries - separated into Bottle & Can divisions.
Judging by the faces on some of the judges & the beer
poured into the grass, there were some very Crappy Beers
entered. Thewinnerswere L oren Pearson with Grolsch Beer
in the can divison & Don Fenster with Viking Hot
Chocolate Beer in the bottle division. The overall winner
wasthe Viking Hot Chocolate - everyonewho drank it made
a horrible face! Some of us non-beer drinkers sampled the
Bloody Mary’s & cranberry cocktails that were brought -
nothing crappy about them.

Creston has always had a great parade and this year was no
different. The mgority of the balloon teams in town
participated, adding to the amount of candy local kids
collected. There was lots to do around town, leaving little
timefor naps. Saturday evening therewere storms expected,
so the flight was canceled & the balloonists were asked to
|leave the airport, to minimize therisk for danger if aserious
storm would come through.

Sunday morning the storms were moving out, but still not
flyable. The banquet was held at the new Supertel motel
conference center. It was a great brunch, a few prizes and
thanksto all the great sponsors. Hopefully next year we can
add to the perfect weekend by adding afew balloon flights!

BOI Halloween Party
October 28, 2006

A large crowd of BOI members, families & friends gathered
at the Balloonport for the annual Halloween party and Chili
cook-off. There were 4 pots of chili entered in the contest:
GeorgiaOaks, Jack and LindaWilliams, Mike Van Hamme,
and Jen Nordhagen. Judges sampled all the chili and after
everyone enjoyed the chili & the rest of the pot luck, Jen
announced the judges favorites:

1st placeto Georgia (mild with after kick, mild good flavor,
dight after-burn)

2" place to Mike (mild, liked different beans, sweet, good
flavor, meaty, very mild soup)

3" place - Jack & Linda (too spicy, alittle hot, lots of chili
powder)

Costume contest:

Kids: 1st place Nick McCaughey - as a ghoul; 2nd place
Tyler Pedersen - asthetinman; 3rd place Trinity Keller - as
apink fairy. Baby winner: Parker Patterson - as a pea pod

Adults: 1st place Mark Degan as a "reggae guy". Most
Origina - the Fromm dinner table.

Thanksto everyone who helped with all the decorating and
set-up work: Linda Bartholomew, Joyce Jensen, Patti
McCaughey, Michelle Craig, Todd Isley, Derek & Jen
Nordhagen, Eric Brown, Georgia Oakes, Nick McCaughey,
Josie & Riley Nordhagen. Thanks also to the Appenzeller

family for the great music.
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Balloons Over |owa President National Balloon Classic - Scoresfrom Fri a.m.

Meika Bartholomew Friday  Total Thursday ~Competition #
Balloons Over lowa Vice-President AM AM _
Sandy Drake 2842 6074 3232 42 - Brad Craig 1st
_ 2831 4892 2061 43 - Adam Boden 2nd
Founding Fathers 2402 5667 3265 77 - Maury Petrehn 3rd
Rob Bartholomew 2386 4628 2242 71 - Ryan Kintzel 4th
Terry Boettcher 2314 5287 2973 41 - Harold Graves 5th
Bill Griffin 2276 5112 2836 30 - Cory Bloom 6th
Don Prine 2243 4848 2605 8 - Matt Fenster 7th
Jerry Riley 2177 3528 1351 87 - Henry Schick 8th
2006-2007 Balloons Over lowa 2158 4829 2671 55 - Todd Isley oth
Board Members 2133 3303 1170 61 - Tim McConnell 10th
Linda Bartholomew 2127 5359 3232 27 - Scott Armstrong 11th
Cory Bloom 2122 4023 1901 85 - Holly Pfeifer 12th
John Jensen, S. 2072 4754 2682 1 - RobBartholomew  13th
Ryan Kentzel 1990 4683 2693 46 - Tom Ricke 14th
Linda Pickering 1984 4424 2440 4 - Ken Schoeder 15th
1916 4202 2286 24 - Rich Jaworski 16th
Treasurer 1880 3341 1461 10 - Mike Reinert 17th
Jen Nordhagen 1852 3874 2022 88 - Terry McGonegle 18th
Secretary 1852 4182 2330 99 - Bill Smith 19th
Carol Harris 1847 3693 1846 32 - Christine Bertsch 20th
Carol Harris
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Letter from President Meka
Helloto al my friends!

Halloween is over and our annual party at the Balloonport
was great. We had a huge crowd, athough this year it
seemed like the magjority in attendance were under ten years
old. Dad said that it’s easy to see that balloonists are not
spending all their time and energy flying.

The weather for Halloween was cool and clear, but we can
all remember going to the party and driving home in sleet
and snow. Thisisthe time of year when Old Man Winter
can dish up nearly anything. | heard at least five pilots vow
to fly Sunday morning. Although | slept in alittle late, |
only saw one balloon on the horizon. Some of our pioneer
pilots remembered when every party lasted until 2 AM and
every pilot flew at 7 AM, no matter what.

I would like to see lots of winter flights this year. If you
wear fur, the cold isn’t at al bad. It’s probably most
challenging for thecrew. Don’t forget to call meif you need
experience on the top rope. As days grow shorter, don’t
hesitate to contact me at the Balloonport. This is a great
timeto discuss BOI programs and activities. Vice President
Sandy and | have an open door policy and welcome your
input. Monthly BOI Board meetings are open to al and
provide a great forum for ideas.

For those of you hardy enough to take advantage of winter
flights, always remember to

Fly Safely,
Meika

L etter from Vice-President Sandy
Greetings from Radcliff, lowa

Since my last writing, | was trying to convince Dad (Dick
Drake) into purchasing a non-standard baloon (ak.a
football shape/racer) after acomment that he made at one of
the National Balloon Classic Pilot relations meeting. Hereis
whereweleft off: The other night, over a nice take-out meal
from the Chopsticks Chinese place in Radcliff, (I definitely
recommend this place—ahard placeto find) Dad, Mom and
| talked more about the football shaped balloon. We, Dad
and | mainly, discussed the pros and cons of a
non-traditional balloon vs. aregular shaped balloon during
competition. It was an hour long discussion - should Dad
get aracer or not. Finally, Mom (shaking her head) stated,
“Dick, Dick, do you redly think this will help you in
competition?” Dad stated, “Sure it will, it is working for
Brad Craig.” Mom is still not convinced Dad needs a racer
balloon. | told Mom that | had overheard Meika saying that
Don Prine and Paul Randleman were thinking about getting
anon-traditional balloon?Momasked, “What wereLUAnn’s

Touch & Go

and Gerry’sthoughts on Paul and Don getting non-standard
balloons?’. Well, | don’t know, Meikadidn’t go any farther.
To change the subject of should or shouldn’t Dad buy, |
posed the question of what the
design would be ontheracer, if Dad
bought a racer. | suggested that, |
Sandy Drake would look great on
the side of the balloon. Mom and
Dad laughed and decided it was
timeto do dishes and watch Deal or
No Deal. So, will Dad and Mom
decide to go for the non-traditional
balloon in 2007? Will Paul
Randleman and Don Prine be next
in linefor aracer? Stayed tuned.

It’s hard to believe 2006 is almost
coming to aclose. | know many of
you are praying for good weather
now that those crops are coming out.
Hopefully, you will get some flying
time in before the cold, snowy,
weather setsin. And, for those of you
who enjoy flying in the sub-temps,
stay warm and fly safe!

| have not heard any reportsback from
thelowaFiestagroup sol’massuming
al went well in New Mexico for
Balloon Fiesta. Terry Montague, a
Missouri Pilot who attended Fiesta, is
looking for aride out to Colorado to
pick up histruck and balloon. Sounds
like the engine went out of his truck
coming home from New Mexico. | had always heard it was
aways the lowa Pilots that encountered the problems (flat
tires, flying trailer fenders, and courtesy visits by the
Guymon, Oklahoma troopers).

It was good to see so many of you at the BOI Halloween
party. Once again so many new faces at the party. What a
great turn out. Great food, good laughs and great singing,
well some of the singing was OK. Thank-you to everyone
who helped get the party together and to the Appenzeller
family for spinning the tunes.

Well, it’stime for my column to cometo aclose. | wish al
of you Happy Holidays! (Please don’t forgot about our
troops!)

Until next year, soft landings,
Sandy Drake
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