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Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!

Dad says time goes fast when you re having fun. The sky
must be full of joyous balloons because I can t remember
time moving so rapidly. In three weeks, the National Balloon
Classic will start. Although I have seen lots of pleasure
flights this season, many have been lamenting the fact that
few competitive events have been flown during recent
rallies. Paul Randleman says this favors the veteran pilots
for those inclined to wager. 

Weather for the Fourth of July was the best I can remember.
The whole family, except me, enjoyed the festivities in
Carlisle. Once again, I had to stay home and guard the farm.
I m seriously considering entering the Classic Queen
contest. A win there and Dad would have to finally let me be
in a parade. 

Sweet corn and rich ripe tomatoes have now become our
nightly fare. If you can make it to the Balloonport for a visit
during the Classic, I will be glad to share. Rumor is, we even
have some Hot Dogs around here. 

It s starting to get very dry. Please use good burner
judgement during inflation and landings. I hope we can have
some good practice flights, and then a great Classic. Above
all, always remember to

Fly Safely
Meika

Congratulations to
Brad Cr a i g & A m y
Williams who were
married June 3,
2006.

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Greetings everyone! Can you believe it is July already?
Before you know fall/winter will be here, but for now we
won t go there.

I m looking forward to seeing everyone at the 2006 National
Balloon Classic. From what I have heard, this is going to be
one of the biggest and best years yet for the Classic. A great
line up of special shapes are attending this event. Ones you
will not want to miss out on.  I have already discussed the
weather with Mother Nature and she assures me that the
weather will be awesome (ok that s really according to the
magic eight ball).

Council Bluffs and Creston are just around the corner, I can
hardly wait as we always have fun at both of these events.
Then there is Albuquerque International balloon Fiesta, what
can a person say about this event. If you are not able to
attend any of these events, be sure to watch your newsletter
for race updates and/or photos. Definitely watch you
newsletter for updates on the BOI Halloween Party.  It s
pretty scary to see what type costumes show up for this
event.

Well, need to wrap this article up.  As always, if you happen
to be driving through Radcliff, be sure to stop by and say
Hi .  

Until next time,

Soft landings
Sandy Drake

Congratulations to Jen &
Derek Nordhagen on the
birth of their son - Caleb
Robert Nordhagen, born
on June 19th. He weighed
9lbs 6ozs 21 i n ches lon g.
Caleb joins si st er s Josi e &
Riley. 
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Flight Over Des Moines

There will be a Flight over Des Moines on Monday morning, July 24th around
6:00 a.m., Pilots wanting to be part of this event, please contact John Jensen
(515) 371-3682 to be added to the pilot list. Location to be called on Sunday
evening and may change on Monday morning due to the weather. Rob
Bartholomew will be the Balloonmeister & Bill Griffin will be the
Weatherperson. 
  

 MEDIA RELEASE 
June 30, 2006
Statesville, NC

Firefly Balloons, North America's largest manufacturer of Hot Air Balloons is
pleased to announce effective today, a new and buoyant change with the
introduction of new ownership of Firefly Balloons.

The new owners of Firefly Balloons are:

George Hahn, owner of AERCO of Albuquerque, NM - the largest and
busiest repair station in North America, who will be the company's
General Manager and will be responsible for day - to - day operations.
Barry McGonigle, owner of Sundance Balloons, the largest manufacturer
and operator of Hot Air Balloons in Canada.

Combined, George and Barry bring 50 years of experience and look forward to
working with Firefly's longstanding and exceptional employees that have built,
maintained and grown Firefly for more than 30 years!

Chris Dawson, Firefly's most recent owner was presented with an opportunity
that he had been seeking and believes that this change in ownership is a very
positive step forward for Firefly Balloons. Chris says "The combined experience
of George, Barry and the many talented employees is sure to continue the growth
of Firefly Balloons for many years to come".

Chris and Jean Dawson, wish to thank the many friends they've met, the jokes
that have been shared and each of the employees that have taught them so much
about the Hot Air Balloon World.

George and Barry are excited to be able to continue the Firefly/Balloon Works
tradition and look forward to not only maintaining the tradition, but more
importantly, working with the many Firefly customers for many years to come.

For those that may not know, the Firefly Balloons/Balloons Works has been one
of the premier Hot Air Balloons in the world, since 1972. To date there have
been more than 3,000 balloons manufactured, ranging in size 56,000 cu. Ft. to
280,000 cu. Ft. The company builds traditional shape balloons, special shape
balloons, and inflation fans and in the coming months and years, will be
expanding the existing product lines and related products to the industry.

For more information, please contact:

George Hahn, General Manager Jack Ponticelli, Sales Manager
Rob Wise, Customer Service Manager
Tel: 704-878-9501 Fax: 704-878-9505
e-Mail: info@fireflyballoons.com
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