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Ode to Spring

Despite all the positive thoughts and a new Balloonmeister,
the weather again did not cooperate for us to have an Ode to
Spring flight. But BOI is famous for its parties and party we
did! Members gathered at the Balloonport for the famous
BOI potluck, BBQ pork and the new BloomBurgers .
Thanks to Cory s family for helping out in his absence. 

After a great meal, Founding Fathers Bill Griffin and Rob
Bartholomew announced the annual club awards:

Crew of the Year - Bill Craig. Last year s winners - Jim
Thompson s crew - added a BFA membership card
complete with the Balloonist Prayer to the traveling
trophy. 

Pilot of the Year - Denny Anderson

BOI Champion - Rob Bartholomew

Cleo Award - Gerald and Mary Conklin for all their
years of work in the ballooning community - work at the
museum, the Classic, crewing, etc, etc. Mary & Conk
also celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary April
29th.

Plaques were given to the 2005-2006 BOI Board of
Directors:

Al Appenzeller
Dick Drake
Todd Isley
Amy Williams
Joel Worthington

The 2006-2007 BOI Board of Directors was announced:

Linda Bartholomew
Cory Bloom
John Jensen, Sr. 
Ryan Kentzel
Linda Pickering 

Balloonmeister Todd Isley and his assistants started the
indoor Pilot Competition - pilots had to throw a baggie at a
balloon basket hidden behind a screen. How appropriate -
pilots throwing a baggie without seeing the target!
Congratulations to the winners: 1.  Tony Funaro - Bill

Griffin s designee, 2. Ryan Kintzel. See photos on page 9.

Thank you to all who donated to the Pilot packs:

Jim and Connie Thompson
Iowa Health System
WHO-TV
National Pork Board
Mary and Gerald Conklin 

Thanks again to Jim and Connie Thompson, who donated
the Pilot prizes.

St. Pat s party 2006

A good time was had by all at the annual St. Patrick s party
and new member initiation. The Irish Stew cook-off was
judged by Joe Patterson, Thad Bloom, and Rick Barnes. The
winners were:

1. Helen Bartholomew
2. Lynn Craig
3. Linda Bartholomew
4. Darrel Nordhagen

After a great meal of Irish Stew and other great food, the
initiation of new members was held. Welcome to BOI:
Denise Warner, Jeff & Marne Buzzell, Bob & Janice
Shelton, Larry & Barb VanWyngarden, Thad Bloom, Kurt
& Missy Bloom, Brandon Bloom, and Jamie Bishop. The
members and Giant Leprechauns were up to their usual
misbehavior. See photos on page 8.
  

Dues!
If your label does not say 06-07, your dues are due.
Complete the membership form and send it and
$20/family to:

Carol Harris
2305 Hillside Ave
West Des Moines, IA        50265

If you attended 2006 BOI Ground School your dues are
complimentary up to April 2007. Pilots - If you wish to
compete in the BOI Championship, send an additional
$5.
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Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends !

I love Spring.  I m not sure which is sprouting more voluminously, balloons or
mushrooms.  Dad says the weather has been ideal for both.  In addition to
encouraging me to learn one new word a week, he has taken me on numerous
trips to collect mushrooms at his highly secret locations.  The first person that
contacts Editor Carol to correctly identify this week s word will win the first
President s Contest, and receive the coordinates of Dad s top 3 mushroom sites.

Some things never change.  Ode to Spring was weathered out again.  I don t
want to sound irreverent, but I wasn t born the last time we had an actual Ode
to Spring flight.  We had a great party and potluck, with over a hundred in
attendance.  Balloonmeister Todd Isley and his staff conducted an interesting
competition for the pilots.  They had to throw a baggie at a target they couldn t
see.  Bill Griffin hired a ringer to take his place.  When challenged about the
legality of this substitution, Bill explained that he felt he had an unfair
advantage because he had thrown more baggies at targets he couldn t see than
anyone else in the room.

Lots of annual inspections at the Balloonport, and our Calendar of Events shows
many opportunities for camaraderie during the next few months.  When you get
to fly, Always remember to

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Sandy is currently in Newton, consulting with Maggie and Charlie Worthington
about setting up a CIETC office to aid the displaced Maytag workers, and
maybe doing some undercover work for the retirement home, using Maytag
facilities as retirement home! I m sure Sandy, Maggie and Charlie will be
donating a portion of their $300,000 salaries to the Retirement Home fund. 




