
May-June, 2006

Ode to Spring

Despite all the positive thoughts and a new Balloonmeister,
the weather again did not cooperate for us to have an Ode to
Spring flight. But BOI is famous for its parties and party we
did! Members gathered at the Balloonport for the famous
BOI potluck, BBQ pork and the new BloomBurgers .
Thanks to Cory s family for helping out in his absence. 

After a great meal, Founding Fathers Bill Griffin and Rob
Bartholomew announced the annual club awards:

Crew of the Year - Bill Craig. Last year s winners - Jim
Thompson s crew - added a BFA membership card
complete with the Balloonist Prayer to the traveling
trophy. 

Pilot of the Year - Denny Anderson

BOI Champion - Rob Bartholomew

Cleo Award - Gerald and Mary Conklin for all their
years of work in the ballooning community - work at the
museum, the Classic, crewing, etc, etc. Mary & Conk
also celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary April
29th.

Plaques were given to the 2005-2006 BOI Board of
Directors:

Al Appenzeller
Dick Drake
Todd Isley
Amy Williams
Joel Worthington

The 2006-2007 BOI Board of Directors was announced:

Linda Bartholomew
Cory Bloom
John Jensen, Sr. 
Ryan Kentzel
Linda Pickering 

Balloonmeister Todd Isley and his assistants started the
indoor Pilot Competition - pilots had to throw a baggie at a
balloon basket hidden behind a screen. How appropriate -
pilots throwing a baggie without seeing the target!
Congratulations to the winners: 1.  Tony Funaro - Bill

Griffin s designee, 2. Ryan Kintzel. See photos on page 9.

Thank you to all who donated to the Pilot packs:

Jim and Connie Thompson
Iowa Health System
WHO-TV
National Pork Board
Mary and Gerald Conklin 

Thanks again to Jim and Connie Thompson, who donated
the Pilot prizes.

St. Pat s party 2006

A good time was had by all at the annual St. Patrick s party
and new member initiation. The Irish Stew cook-off was
judged by Joe Patterson, Thad Bloom, and Rick Barnes. The
winners were:

1. Helen Bartholomew
2. Lynn Craig
3. Linda Bartholomew
4. Darrel Nordhagen

After a great meal of Irish Stew and other great food, the
initiation of new members was held. Welcome to BOI:
Denise Warner, Jeff & Marne Buzzell, Bob & Janice
Shelton, Larry & Barb VanWyngarden, Thad Bloom, Kurt
& Missy Bloom, Brandon Bloom, and Jamie Bishop. The
members and Giant Leprechauns were up to their usual
misbehavior. See photos on page 8.
  

Dues!
If your label does not say 06-07, your dues are due.
Complete the membership form and send it and
$20/family to:

Carol Harris
2305 Hillside Ave
West Des Moines, IA        50265

If you attended 2006 BOI Ground School your dues are
complimentary up to April 2007. Pilots - If you wish to
compete in the BOI Championship, send an additional
$5.
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Sandy Drake
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Carol Harris
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West Des Moines, IA 50265
e-mail: hotairflyn@aol.com  
Phone 515 221-3193

Touch And Go is a bi-monthly publication of
the Balloons over Iowa Balloon Club.
Opinions expressed and advertising
appearing in this newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the views or endorsements
of the BOI Club or its members. The BOI
Club or its members can not be held liable
for the failure of any advertised product. 

We authorize the reprinting of any original
work in this newsletter, please credit
Balloons Over Iowa Touch & Go as the
source.

Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends !

I love Spring.  I m not sure which is sprouting more voluminously, balloons or
mushrooms.  Dad says the weather has been ideal for both.  In addition to
encouraging me to learn one new word a week, he has taken me on numerous
trips to collect mushrooms at his highly secret locations.  The first person that
contacts Editor Carol to correctly identify this week s word will win the first
President s Contest, and receive the coordinates of Dad s top 3 mushroom sites.

Some things never change.  Ode to Spring was weathered out again.  I don t
want to sound irreverent, but I wasn t born the last time we had an actual Ode
to Spring flight.  We had a great party and potluck, with over a hundred in
attendance.  Balloonmeister Todd Isley and his staff conducted an interesting
competition for the pilots.  They had to throw a baggie at a target they couldn t
see.  Bill Griffin hired a ringer to take his place.  When challenged about the
legality of this substitution, Bill explained that he felt he had an unfair
advantage because he had thrown more baggies at targets he couldn t see than
anyone else in the room.

Lots of annual inspections at the Balloonport, and our Calendar of Events shows
many opportunities for camaraderie during the next few months.  When you get
to fly, Always remember to

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

Sandy is currently in Newton, consulting with Maggie and Charlie Worthington
about setting up a CIETC office to aid the displaced Maytag workers, and
maybe doing some undercover work for the retirement home, using Maytag
facilities as retirement home! I m sure Sandy, Maggie and Charlie will be
donating a portion of their $300,000 salaries to the Retirement Home fund. 
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Reprinted from the May/June 96 BOI Newsletter:

Balloons, Trains & Automobiles
by Gerry Prine

Every year about this time, the traffic to the Balloonport outside Carlisle increases tremendously. Also, every year about this
time is a good time to remind everyone of the hazard which is present at the end of 190th Ave. as you turn onto Highway 5.

On April 14th, Don and I were leaving the Balloonport (8:20 p.m.) after a rousing monthly BOI membership meeting. I was
driving our van because Don had enjoyed the meeting so much he didn t want to be distracted by the responsibility of being
driver in command. We were intensely discussing the brilliant movement made by Bill Griffin. I was looking to my right
toward my husband, when he suddenly shouted Stop!

 

I put the brakes on but without enough force to throw us forward in
our seatbelts. We stopped approximately 30 feet from the railroad tracks as a train crossed the road. The headlight of the train
looked exactly like a headlight of a car on the curve of the road. The near darkness added to the concealment of the train. The
train sounded its horn about 20 yards before it crossed the road. No help to me.

Needless to day, Don and I sat there at the railroad crossing, looked at each other and looked at the heaven and thanked the
Lord that Don saw the train in time. From now on, I ll be extra careful to slow down and look both ways at the railroad
crossing and I ask you to do the same.

  

For Sale:

1998 Ford E350 15-passenger van, V10, with 89,000 miles used for ballooning. New tires, brakes, shockes and running
boards. Security alarm, Tommy lift, New Hitch. $9,900. Contact: John Jensen 515-371-3682
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Breiden Van
Broekhuizen

New weather site

Former BFA President Rick Jones has added a Weather
Briefing to his web site. An Iowa page has recently been
added - www.blastvalve.com/weather/ia/

Select your area, then choose when you would like the
forecast for - this a.m, this evening or tomorrow morning.
The forecast then gives Current conditions - Wind
direction, Wind speed, Visibility, Clouds, Temp,
Dewpoint, Altimeter, etc. 

It will also give a forecast for the remainder of the day,
winds aloft, local and national radar, surface wind forecast
and a link to AOPA for NOTAMs and TFRs.

Congratulations

Baby boy born to Parents Kerrie &
Anthony Van Broekhuizen

Breiden Van Broekhuizen 
Born March 25th, 2006 
6 lbs,  6 oz; 19 inches long
Grandparents - Rob & Linda

B a r t h o l o m e w , G r e a t
g r a n d mo t h e r - H e l en
Bartholomew

Nathan Ryan Delaney was welcomed by Mom and Dad,
Jennifer and Mark Delaney, and big Sister Sabrina
on November 29, 2005

National Championship
Pin Available

This year will very likely be the
last year that the US National Hot
Air Balloon Championships will
be held in Anderson, SC.  This
year will be the sixth year that
Anderson County has hosted the
event.  This is the second longest

time that the event has been held in one community.
Indianola still holds the distinguished honor of holding the
event for eighteen continuous years from 1971 through 1988.

The Balloon Federation of America has commissioned a
limited edition (500) balloon pin to honor Anderson County
and the 2006 National Championship.  The pin is available for
sale for $5 each or 5 for $20 by contacting the BFA Office in
Indianola.

91.119 Effort Moves to Albuquerque

The project to lower minimum safe altitudes for balloon flight
has been sent to the FAA's Albuquerque Flight Standards
District Office (FSDO), which has been tasked with preparing
the Notice For Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM). Following the
Albuquerque FSDO's document preparation, the effort will
enter the official NPRM process, will be assigned a docket
number, and will move toward a final resolution.

Following the conclusion of the BFA's Minimum Safe
Altitude Study in 2004, the FAA notified the BFA that its
study had proven without doubt the justification and necessity
of lowering the minimum safe altitudes mandated for balloon
flight by FAR 91.119. Data received from a similar study
conducted by the Albuquerque Aerostat Ascension
Association also contributed to the recommendation. New
wording suggested by the FAA would add the words, "and
balloons," to the current exemption for helicopters to the
restrictions of the current rule.

While the FAA's concurrence with the findings of the two
studies was most welcome, it was countered by the agency's
tabling the project indefinitely in February of last year.
Budget cuts and other priorities were given as reasons for lack
of further action toward changing the rule.

Upon receiving notification of this setback, the BFA and
AAAA formed a joint committee dedicated to moving the
effort forward. After preparing a legislative action package
that balloonists could use to enlist the assistance of their
states' federal representatives, the committee was notified that
the project would be sent to the Albuquerque FSDO for the
next step in the rulemaking process. After a few more months
of document preparation toward that end, the committee
received notification on March 16 that the package had been
sent.

The effort to lower minimum safe altitudes for balloons is
now in the hands of the Albuquerque FSDO. Once personnel
there have prepared the NPRM, it will return to Washington
to enter the next phase of rulemaking. While the Albuquerque
FSDO is doing its work, the 91.119 committee will be
preparing extensive documentation that balloonists can use in
writing their letters to the FAA to support the change.
Instructions for submitting the letters, as well as a lengthy list
of points balloonists may cite in their support, will be found

http://www.blastvalve.com/weather/ia/
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on the BFA web site and in the BFA and AAAA
publications when the time has come to write letters. This
information will also be sent to all balloon clubs currently
registered with the BFA.

While the rule has not yet been changed, we feel that this
step marks significant progress, and look forward to the
day when balloon flight will be legal in the manner that it
has always been safest.

Local Hot Air Balloon Pilot Named 
2005 State Champion

John Jensen of Indianola, Iowa
has been named the 2005 Iowa
State Champion Hot Air
Balloon Pilot by the Balloon
Federation of America. Jensen
won this honor through
competition with balloon pilots
at the 2005 National balloon
Classic sanctioned by the BFA.
State Champions are crowned
on the basis of either being the
highest ranked pilot in their
home state on the BFA s year
end National Rankings List or
by winning the title outright in a
sanctioned State Championship
Event held in their home state. 

The BFA sanctions balloon competitions throughout the
United States and pilots are ranked according to their
cumulative scoring average. The top pilots are then invited
to participate each year in the US National Championship.
This year 40 competitors will participate in the National
Championship to be held July 18-23, 2006 in Anderson
County, South Carolina. More than 100 balloonists
participated in BFA sanctioned competitions in 2005.

As State Champion, Jensen will receive an opportunity for
entry into the US National Championship and success
there could lead to a spot on the US Team at the upcoming
18th World Championship to be held in Hofkirchen, Styria,
Austria, September 13-20, 2008. World Championships are
held every 2 years. 

The Balloon Federation of America congratulates Jensen
on this outstanding achievement and he will receive a
certificate to commemorate this honor.

For more information, contact Jim Thompson (BFA
Competition Committee Chairman) or Glen Moyer (BFA
Public Relations) and/or log on to www. BFA.net

"Channel Champ" Exhibit Opens at the 
National Balloon Museum

Saturday May 20, 2006

The "Channel Champ", the first hot air balloon to fly across
the English Channel, will be part of a new exhibit opening
Saturday May 20, 2006 at the National Balloon Museum in
Indianola, Iowa. To celebrate the opening of the Channel
Champ exhibit pilot Ed Yost will be present on Saturday as
part of a special open house from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.

The balloon was launched from Rye, England on April 13,
1963 and landed in Gravelines, France in a flight lasting 3
hours and 17 minutes. It was made by Raven Industries in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota and it carried two Raven company
representatives,Yost and Don Piccard. Yost piloted the
balloon on its historic flight and Piccard photographed the
flight. Yost and Piccard demonstrated their adventurous sprit
as well as their confidence in Yost s invention by riding,
without benefit of parachute, on nothing more than a wooden
board along with two 30 gallon propane tanks and a few
instruments to an altitude of 13,500 feet. The balloon held
60,930 cubic feet of air and was 50 feet in diameter.

Yost invented the modern hot air balloon in 1960 and was a
co-founder of Raven. The flight successfully demonstrated the
range and endurance of Yost s new aircraft, and it also called
world-wide attention to the fact this new hot air ballooning
technology was practical. As a result, this single flight served
to give a jump start toward making ballooning the popular
sport it is today. 

Classic Info:

2006 National Balloon Classic Registration DUE June 1st

By the time everyone gets the newsletter the deadline for the
2006 National Balloon Classic will be near. The Entry
Deadline is June 1st, 2006 for the $100 registration fee. After
June 1st, registration fee is $150 and subject to space
availability.

If any Pilot needs a registration packet, please contact Eileen
@ 1 - 8 0 0 - f l y - i o w a o r e m a i l h e r @
assist@nationalballoonclassic.com., Or you can download the
forms at the National Balloon Classic Website:
www.nationalballoonclassic.com . 35 Pilot-in-command hours
is required to register. Pilots will receive confirmation when
the registration packet is received.

The 2006 National Balloon Classic has 70 pilots register.  If
any pilot is wanting to fly a commercial banner please contact
Greg Marchant @ 515-961-8415 

For those out of town pilots, the Classic Office will be
emailing the housing confirmation Mid-June.

The   2006   National   Balloon   Classic   Officials   will  be

http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
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Balloonmeister Jason Jones from Overland Park, Kansas.
Assistant Balloonmeister will be Matt Fenster from Council
Bluffs, Iowa,  John Jensen from Indianola, Iowa and Todd
Isley from Des Moines, Iowa

T h e N a t i o n a l B a l l o o n C l a s s i c w e b s i t e :
www.nationalballoonclassic.com

If anyone has any questions or comments for the 2006
National Balloon Classis event, please contact Greg
M a r c h a n t @ 1 - 8 0 0 - f l y - i o w a o r e m a i l :
info@nationalballoonclassic.com

Calendar of Events

June 10 Holmes Lake Park, Lincoln, NE afternoon flight.
5 Balloons. Contact Tom Peterson 402 391-0068 or
tpeterson@alltel.net

June 18 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport, Carlisle, IA 
June 23-25 Ottumwa Pro Balloon Race, Ottumwa, IA.

Contact Phil Gray 515 961-6113
July 13th  Balloons & Toons Indianola, IA. Contact John

J e n s e n 5 1 5 9 6 1 - 3 1 5 4 o r e m a i l
IFDDMFD59@aol.com

July 14-16 Columbus, NE   New Event. 15-20 Balloons.
Contact Jennifer Delaney  402-563-8102 or
jehender@hotmail.com

July 16 BOI meeting 6:30 p.m. , Balloonport, Carlisle, IA
July 24 Flight Over Des Moines. Contact John Jensen 515

961-3154 or email IFDDMFD59@aol.com
July 28-August 5 National Balloon Classic Contact Greg

M a r c h a n t a t 1 - 8 0 0 - F L Y I O W A o r
www.nationalballoonclassic.com

August 20  BOI meeting 6:30 p.m. , Balloonport, Carlisle
August 25-26 IWCC Council Bluffs. New date. 
Sept 1-4 Great Pershing Balloon Derby Brookfield, MO.

Contact Sherry Techau 660 258-5290 or
rstechau@shighway.com

September 15-17 SW Iowa Pro Balloon Race Creston, IA.
Contact Rob Bartholomew 515 989-3708

September 17 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport, Carlisle
October 15 6:30 p.m. BOI meeting, Balloonport, Carlisle
October 21-22 Wakefield, NE 

 

15+ Balloons??!! Contact
A l a n P a u l 7 1 2 5 2 7 - 2 8 9 6 o r
alan.paul@conagrafoods.com

 October 21 Jill Rubin Memorial Flight
October 28 BOI Halloween Party
November 19  6:30 p.m. BOI  meeting, Balloonport,

Carlisle

Race organizers - please send your dates, etc for 2006 to
Carol - hotairflyn@aol.com

Happy

June
Jacob Ricke 6-2
Lee Trebbien 6-4
Amy Smith 6-4
Mike Wildung 6-4
Mya Foelske 6-5
Barbara Ross 6-6
Jim Norris 6-7
Ben Clark 6-7
Wynne Clark 6-8
Paula Boe 6-9
Richard Swanson 6-10
Loretta Taylor 6-10
Brandon Pedersen 6-10
Don Wiley 6-12
Melissa Harris 6-12
Blair Brody 6-13
Don Trebbien 6-14
Jodi DeZurik 6-14
Macenzie Rubin 6-14
Aaron Gebhart 6-14
Terry Riepe 6-16
Charlie Ong 6-18
Edel Fromm 6-19
Ellis Benus 6-20
Mallori Adams 6-20
Nicholas Pash 6-22
Mark Mohring 6-22
Jerry Tierman 6-23
Bob Shelton 6-23
Ashley Oakes 6-26
Thomas Hemmingsen 6-27
Meghan Taylor 6-27
Michael Dunnick 6-28
Eldon Benus 6-29
Beth Oberman 6-29
Kristie Wildung 6-29

Birthday

July
Riley Nordhagen 7-1
Dustin Herman 7-2
Whitney Oberman 7-2
Gerry Prine 7-2
Penny Pieper 7-3
Sheri Clark 7-4
Mary Conklin 7-4
Meg Allbaugh 7-5
Alexandra Adams 7-5
Randy Kochheiser 7-7
Pat Tierney 7-7
David Edmister 7-7
Jody Woodruff 7-7
Matthew Grote 7-8
Courtney Clark 7-8
Cory Bloom 7-8
Julie Herman 7-8
Doug Purdy 7-9
Anthony VanBroekhuizen 7-9
Benji Clemons 7-10
Bret Christian 7-11
Keith Williams 7-13
Tom Ricke 7-13
Phil Smith 7-13
Abigail  Jensen 7-15
Michael VanHamme 7-15
John Jensen 7-15
Aaron (AJ) Foelske 7-15
Nathan Smith 7-15
Kristy Pash 7-16
Tony Funaro 7-17
Christina Sponsler 7-17
Emmy Konvalin 7-21
Bloom Kirk 7-21
Laurie Allbaugh 7-23
Lynn Craig 7-23
Steven Ross 7-24
Jodi Erger 7-24
Ken Allbaugh 7-26
Dan Ricke 7-26
Todd Isley 7-26
Gene Elsasser 7-27
Sue Anthony 7-29
Chad Anthony 7-30
Bloom Brandon 7-30
Misty Dobesh 7-31
Brad  Temeyer 7-31
Jennifer Anthony 7-31
Linda Bartholomew 7-31

http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
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Happy Anniversary

Steve & Jerri Hoover 6-1
Randy & Rochelle Kochheiser 6-6
Kathy & Tom McCoy 6-7
Jeff & Deb Bridgewater 6-10
Gerald & Barb Knoll 6-11
Gil & Becky Wigeland 6-12
Steve & Barbara Jones 6-21
Rod & Maureen Drexler 6-21
Jim & Rita Fromm 6-22
Mike & Beth Oberman 6-22
Nate & Amy  Smith 6-24
Bill & Becky Sponsler 6-29
Jeremy & Macenzie Rubin 6-30

Mary Eagan & Rick McCubbin 7-1
Ronald & Misty Dobesh 7-1
Norm & Kay Fee 7-3
Kirk & Melissa Bloom 7-3
Mason & Heather Fromm 7-4
Linn & Marsha Hoskins 7-16
Randy & Lisa Stone 7-22
Joe & Monica Thompson 7-22
Dan & Michele Corbin 7-22

The Way It Was

20 years ago in BOI History:
May 18, 1986 BOI Board of Directors
Meeting: Treasurer s report $1236.63;
Members to fly the Crouse family & all
interested DM Weather Service
Forecasters. 

15 years ago in BOI History:
May 19, 1991 BOI Meeting: $2682.82 in
Treasury
Dr. West passed away May 16. 
Retirement party June 22 for the Great
Pumpkin balloon
6-91 

 

For sale 

 

Whispering Blue

 

by Jim
Fromm 

 

complete vintage size 7 system
including fan, fresh annual - $2500.
6-16-1991 Mark Ziino received his
Commercial license.

10 years ago in BOI History:
May 19, 1996 BOI Meeting: New Board
and Founding Fathers donned new beer
hats at their first meeting; BOI donated
$100 to purchase Teddy Bears for Warren
Co. Sheriff s department; Julie Frueh
chosen as BOI Secretary; BOI looking into

having NY Eve Party 1999/2000 in the Bahamas  Jim & Rita
Fromm to be in charge and to research.
Waterloo  all flights canceled due to low ceiling and rain.
Grinnell - 2 flights, 1 glow.
June 96 BOI Meeting: Joel Blom will be going to Switzerland to
fly passenger balloons in the Alps

5 years ago in BOI History:
The British Balloon & Airship Club has voluntarily suspended
ballooning in England due to the outbreak of Foot & Mouth
disease. The suspension will continue for at least one month after
the outbreak is over.
BFA Nationals in Anderson, South Carolina. Winner is Nick
Donner, 17 year old pilot from Kentucky.
Circus came to the National Balloon Classic field
5-16-2001 John Jensen received his private license
On May 20th, Founding Father Don Prine retired from his real job
with the DM school system and is now working full-time on the
Retirement Center project.
Mark Weeks resigns as Balloons Over Iowa Secretary, Dena Young
new Balloons Over Iowa Secretary.
May 20, 2001 BOI Meeting: Bill Griffin asked Don Prine if he had
any old business, Don replied Just me.

 

Brad Craig nominated as
Balloonmeister for 2002 Ode with Scott Moon as his assistant. 
Congratulations graduates: Michelle Craig, Aaron Gebhart, April
Oberman, Dan Harris.
Brad Temeyer graduated from Iowa State University with a degree
in Meteorology
New Special Shape Balloon 

 

Mr. Potato Head. It was build by
Cameron Balloons. 
June: Barbara  Thompson & Steve Jones married.
June 17, 2001 BOI Meeting: The office of the Retirement Center
Committee has burnt down. Coal Dunford is named Chief of
Security for the Presidential and Vice-Presidential detail. 
Ames Summer Breeze - 25 Pilots (or Ballooners as they were called
in the Iowa State Daily); 1 - Maury Petrehn 2 - Phil Gray 3 - Paul
Randleman
Great Plains Balloon Race, Sioux Falls: no flights
The World Honda Grand Prix and Monroe Balloon Rally: sixty
pilots, Jeremy Rubin, Suzan and Peter Stamats flew in the 1st
Round of the World Honda Grand Prix.  Dick Drake placed 9th,
Tom Ricke 6th and Brad Craig placed 5th in the Monroe race.
Ottumwa Pro Balloon Race: 38 pilots, 4 flights. 1 - Maury Petrehn
2 - Rich Jaworski 3 -Matt Fenster. No rain this year!
Balloons in June (Clinton, IA): 4 flights, 2 glows
Salute to Mark Weeks for his many years as BOI Secretary. 
Jeremy Rubin and Macenzie Pollitt were married June 30.
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