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My Maiden Voyage
by Bob Pieper

The balloon madness all started on August 26th, 2002, when
my wife Penny thought she would surprise me with a
balloon ride near Stillwater,
Minnesota. It was an early
anniversary gift. When I realized
exactly what she was up to, I had
some very mixed emotions. I wasn t
sure a balloon ride sounded like my
idea of fun, but after some coaxing
from her, I decided to give it a
whirl. Once off the ground, I not
only decided it was okay, but
started fantasizing about becoming
a pilot myself. This was only a
dream for several years that I only
occasionally talked about. 

Then it came time for the National Balloon Classic of 2004.
Penny and I went to Indianola for a long weekend and the
balloon bug bit again. I really wanted to do this. Penny
started searching the internet and stumbled across the BOI
website. She emailed and Jenn invited us to a BOI meeting.
We became regular fixtures at the monthly meetings, often
quizzing everyone on how to get into ballooning. We made
the leap in February 2005 by attending ground school. We
had decided that if we could get through ground school and
pass the test, we would get our own balloon.. Well, we
passed, so we conferred with Rob many times and finally
ordered the balloon. She s a beautiful multicolored Firefly
7. (We are thankful for all of Rob & Linda s advice and
patience during that process!)

It seemed like forever waiting for her to arrive in Iowa. We
finally got the call...she was ready to fly. Now I needed to
find an instructor that was brave enough to fly with me.
Remember, I had NO experience. We had this beautiful new
balloon and no clue what to do with it. Luckily, Joel is a
very patient man. He even volunteered his crew to help teach
us how to set it up. We are very grateful to Rick, Mary and
Dave for all their help that night!

That first night finally came. It was July 14th, the Indianola
Balloons and Tunes. Talk about nerve wracking! My first
flight and all those other balloons! What a learning

experience! Now I had the responsibility of piloting instead
of being a passenger. Thankfully, Joel was very patient and
helpful. The flight, although a short twenty minutes, went
off without a hitch. I soared like an eagle and landed like a
butterfly. That flight was a dream come true!

At the May BOI meeting a motion was made & passed to
initiate a Maiden Voyage Column - to memorialize
maiden voyage flights. Everyone who has a Maiden voyage
- new balloon, new used balloon, new pilot, new rider, new
crew, etc is welcome to write an article for the newsletter.
An amendment to the motion was added that a penalty of 1
keg to be provided to the club if no article is provided
within 2 editions. So keep sending those tales of your
maiden flights. 

Jill Rubin Memorial Flight

The 6th Annual Jill Rubin Memorial Flight will be held on
Saturday, October 15, 2005. This year the flight will be
hosted by Brian & Marcy Bennett along with Dale & Holly
Dommer. 

The flight will be from Belva Deer State Park . The park is
located approximately 2 miles east of Sigourney, Iowa on
Highway 92, and then 2 miles north. We will meet at the
beach area shelter house. There is a large grassy area next to
the shelter that we are welcome to use for our launch site. 

As in the past, this is a potluck style picnic. Bring a dish to
share, table service, etc..  Everybody meet about 12 noon for
the social gathering, food and general camaraderie. Sunset
is about 6:34, so flight time will be about 4:30 or 5:00. 

BOI Halloween party 

October 29 6:30 p.m. 

Theme: Red, White & Blue - Support your
Troops!
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Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends !

I recently heard Dad and Bill Griffin visiting about how fast the summer has gone.  I
guess it s true  time goes fast when you get older. For me, each week has flown by
like it was just a day. My family is getting ready to return to the fields for harvest.

What a great time of year.  Football, the World Series, happy farmers and plentiful
landing sites.  The cooler the air, the greater the lift. With fuel prices climbing, winter
flights might be the best recreational option.  Don t forget the Iowa Pro Balloon Race
in Creston on Sept. 16-18.  I heard Dad tell Mom it would be a cold day when I get
to go to Creston, so maybe I can be in my first parade.  If that doesn t work out, I m
looking forward to seeing everyone at our BOI Halloween Party on October 29th.
There will be a patriotic theme of Red, White, Blue & Yellow .  I m planning on
wagging a tail full of yellow ribbons.

I hope all our BOI friends have great fall flights, and even greater parties.  See you
soon.  Always remember to

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

I just realized that I owe Carol Harris an article for the newsletter, like now, so since
I have a few minutes before heading to work I thought would draft up a quick letter.

Before I get to far into my VP letter, I would like to take this time to let all the
Hurricane Katrina folks know they are in our thoughts and prayers.  I just can not
imagine the devastation that is going on down there.  

It was nice to visit with everyone at the 2005 Community State National Balloon
Classic.  What an event!  I realize we only flew 2-3 times in the morning, but we sure
made up for it in the evening.  Congratulations to John Jensen on his Classic win and
for also winning the Jon Russell award.  Also congratulations to the Team Pfeifer
balloon team for the crew of the year!  So, how does this team crew for 3 balloons at
once? I would like to thank all the volunteers, Board of Directors, Executive
Director/staff, sponsors and balloonists (pilots and crews) for helping make the Classic
another successful event.  I m looking forward to the 2006 event.

Council Bluffs was, once again, a good time.  

Brookfield, MO just finished up their event and from the sounds of it everyone had a
good time and flew every flight.  Congratulations to Benji Clemons on winning the
Brookfield race.   Congratulations to Jon Thompson on winning the Petrehn Cup and
to Cory Bloom on winning the Basil Downey Memorial Glow.  I heard Herb Heriford
showed everyone how to come into a target and score 1 4 on the Sunday evening
target (hare and hound).  Herb can you tell us about that?   

The next events are Creston, Albuquerque, NM, and then the BOI Halloween party.
I hope to see everyone at one of these events.   To all of you heading down to New
Mexico this year, please have a safe trip down and back.  As for asking everyone to
have a good time in New Mexico, well, I pretty much know everyone has a good time
and then some! 

Until next time, take care and fly safe! 

Sandy Drake
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National Balloon Classic
Indianola, Iowa

July 29- August 6, 2005

When the Classic comes around, it s a sign that summer is
winding down. After the Classic comes the State Fair, then
kids are back to school. The weather had been exceptionally
hot and humid, but luckily it cooled off a little right before
the Classic. We were hopeful that this would mean a week
with lots of flying, but it didn t work out that way. 

Friday evening was a beautiful evening. Half the pilots flew
off the field, half flew in. Several returned to the field for a
night glow.  Saturday seemed like a nice morning, but the
weather report was that there were 41 knot winds at 625 feet,
so we were obviously grounded. The rest of the week
continued about the same, bad weather or winds in the
morning, windy at night, but it amazingly would settle down
about an hour before sunset, allowing a short flight. We flew
every evening, but only flew Monday morning, Friday
morning and the second Saturday morning.  Balloonmeister
Jason Jones and his assistants John Jensen and Todd Isley
did their best, but the weather just didn t cooperate. John and
Todd were stand-ins for Matt Fenster who was home on
baby wait. Matt and Emily s baby girl finally arrived
Thursday. 

Sunday afternoon was a ceremony at the National Balloon
Museum to induct Sid Cutter and the late Don Kersten into
the Ballooning Hall of Fame. Don was a native of Fort
Dodge, Iowa. He was  a founding father and Past president
of the Balloon Federation of America. In July of 1965 Don
Piccard trained Mr. Kersten - in 3 flights!  In 1966 he
accidentally knocked over an outhouse with his balloon in
Indianapolis, Indiana.  The event earned him wide notoriety
and started a special Don s Outhouse event at the
Nationals which has been continued in the National Balloon
Classic as the Don Kersten Memorial Outhouse Race . Mr.
Kersten s family was there to accept his award. Mr. Cutter
was unable to attend. 

Monday morning was a very moving Memorial Service for
Connie Austin, who died shortly after the 2004 Classic.
Friends and family shared memories of Connie. 

Saturday afternoon the awards for the week were announced.
Crew of the Year was the Pfeifer crew - they crew for 3
balloons during the week. Landowner of the year was Mr &
Mrs Art Linsley. Volunteer of the year was Kerry Kasson.
Newcomer of the Year was Carlos Zuniga.  John Jensen was
given the prestigious John Russell

 

award. He was also
named as the Winner of the National Balloon Classic.
Second place was Dick Drake, third was Rob Bartholomew.
29 pilots were flying for BFA Sanction points, 19 of those
for the North Central Regional Championship and 14
competing for the BFA Iowa Championship. Top three for

NC Regionals were John Jensen, Dick Drake & Rob
Bartholomew. John Jensen was named the BFA Iowa
Champion. 

Next year s National Balloon Classic is July 28 - August 5,
2006.  

Benefit for my brother Bill "Cutty" Mingles

Over the past 16 months my brother has become very ill.
Cutty is a member of the Martensdale Fire Department and
they are hosting a benefit to help him cover the additional
expenses he is now occurring due to numerous
hospitalizations this summer and lost time for work, etc.   

A brief bit of history:  Cutty was born with Juene Syndrome.
He has had many health problems, including his 1st kidney
transplant when he was seven years old, followed by a
second transplant at the age of nineteen. Then his kidney
failed again last year at the age of 35 and is in need of a third
transplant at this time. He has experienced complications
this summer resulting in several hospital stays. This summer
he has undergone surgery to remove fluid from his heart,
surgery for the removal of the diseased kidney, and most
currently has had a chest tube inserted to remove the fluid
from his lungs. 

Cutty as I stated is a member of the Martensdale Fire
Department and is employed by West-Com as an emergency
911 Dispatcher for the cities of West Des Moines,
Urbandale, and Clive. 

A Dinner/Dance and Silent Auction is planned for October
14th, 2005 at the Celebration Barn in Cumming, Iowa.
Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children. 

In addition to the Dinner/Dance raffle tickets are also being
sold for two raffles:

1) $500.00 in Gasoline from Quick Trip, tickets are
$5.00 each or 5 for $20.00

2) DeWalt tool package (valued at $500.00), with
tickets costing $1.00 each. The link to view the
D e W a l t e q u i p m e n t p a c k a g e :
http://www.dewalt.com/us/products/tool_detail.as
p?productID=8216

Tickets for the diner or the raffles can be purchased from
Brian or Chris Seymour. 

Thank you for your time and support,

Chris Seymour

http://www.dewalt.com/us/products/tool_detail.as
p?productID=8216



