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Maiden Voyage Column

At the May BOI meeting a motion was made & passed to
initiate a Maiden Voyage Column

 

- to memorialize
maiden voyage flights. Everyone who has a Maiden voyage -
new balloon, new used balloon, new pilot, new rider, new
crew, etc is welcome to write an article for the newsletter.
An amendment to the motion was added that a penalty of 1
keg to be provided to the club if no article is provided within
2 editions. So, here is the first article in this new column:

Patti Todden, Nevada, IA

To all of you who have known me for many years and
others this is a story a long time coming.  March 3, 2005,
I completed the training (successfully) for my private license
for Hot Air Balloon.

Shortly after returning from New Mexico, we ordered my
new balloon. The design was one I have envisioned since my
first ride back in the early 80 s in Ottumwa.  A new idea was
the cat, since I am very much a cat lover. (The
pattern with the manufacturer is now Patti cat )
Also, the main color was changed from blue to
yellow, as it is a happier, brighter and good to
glow color. Now if I could just get dodge to
make a yellow van .I have  had a particular
name in mind, just in case, but when I saw the
first picture of the finished balloon, I said to
myself, My dream has come true ,  SO, Patti s
Dream ,  happened.

June 1st, We picked up the balloon from Bill,
Louise and Phil, and headed home with a BIG
smile on my face. Then, lousy weather and other
pre-made plans happened.

June 16th, A great calm evening, the crew was called and we
took the balloon west of the house and finally got to take it
out of the bag.  We got it inflated  along with lots of sandy
soil 

 

and tethered for awhile. It really did rise nicely for
the occasion.  What a wonderful feeling!!!!!!!!!!!

June 18th 5:30 a.m. the crew arrived, pibal goes up and
the time has come for the maiden flight of Patti s Dream .
We go south to find a spot to carry us back to the home
place.  That spot was the new aquatic park in Nevada. The
sky was beautifully clear and winds calm.  I had to make a
potty break - age or excitement. Good thing McDonalds was

just across the way The balloon was laid out, fans started
and my stomach was aflutter with butterflies.  This was a
day I had waited for, for nearly 25 years..

All went smooth and the balloon set up.  MY BALLOON!!
With ME under the burner Everything was ready, I was
ready, Richard was ready, I took a drink of water, the tie
down was released and UP, UP and away I went.  6:40a.m.
I was sure to let anyone within earshot know that this was
my first flight in MY new balloon.  The feeling had to be
close to having a baby; a milestone I never got to know.
This was IT!!!!!  My baby ..

The chase crew got smaller and Nevada and Story County
spread out below.  There was a slight NE drift, and then it
turned due north.  The lower turned west, which was great
as I was going over power lines and wanted to come down
and skim the fields toward west a bit.  The crew was now
coming up the gravel road below.  I radioed Richard to be
sure he was getting pictures. Uh no camera in the

van..WHHHAT!!!!!!!!!!! I told him to go on up
to the house and get one since I would be there
for awhile.  About then as I was descending, a
horse ran out of a barn ahead and was skittish,
so I heated and rose way above, which is where
the winds were going east.  So much for ground
tracking today.  The crew was back with me
and I asked for another pi-ball so I could check
the lower winds as I was starting to think about
landing.   Guess what..no one could tie the
balloon and I was past them by now.  No big
deal,  I needed to get over the next set of power
lines before landing anyway. Then the left was
gone so on up the road we went.  By now a

neighbor farmer had rushed across the miles to watch and
join in the fun.  He said he passed a county policeman sitting
at an intersection; doing close to 100, or so it seemed, but
another neighbor that was watching called him and let him
know the police car was still sitting and not following. Bill
was as excited as anyone when he was there as I landed,
8:10 a. m.  and  they all  came out to help 
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Letter from President Meika

Hello to all my friends!

I m writing this on the 4th of July, and feeling very patriotic.  I heard Mom and
Dad talking about how fortunate we are to live in the USA.  We can plant almost
any crop we want, can fly a hot air balloon nearly anywhere and can belong to
organizations that have secret handshakes. (Cousin Bill has been trying to teach me
one).

Once again, I m disappointed that I couldn t go to the Carlisle parade.  Dad stayed
home with me this year to guard the farm, but I suspect it had something to do with
the morning rain.

The 4th is a wonderful time for family. The Balloonport and pool had a lot of BOI
friends stopping to visit throughout the day.  This is not an official BOI event so
I had no Presidential duties to perform.  Actually, I had a great afternoon nap. Early
evening we saw one balloon on the horizon, but couldn t identify who it was.  This
year I stayed up for the gala fireworks display.  Wow, it s almost as good as a mass
ascension.

The year is now half over, and the Classic will soon be here.  I hope many of you
will stop by the Balloonport to visit, or to just find an envelope bag to lay on for
a good nap.  Let s all look forward to great weather, and of greatest importance, be
sure to: 

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

By now, balloon rallies are going strong.  Many have attended Waterloo, Galena,
Ottumwa, Clinton, Madison and many others.   Hopefully, everyone has gotten
some flights in.  Will be looking forward to reading many of the reviews and seeing
photos from these events.  

The National Balloon Classic is fast approaching as well.   From what I have heard,
the 2005 Community State Bank National Balloon Classic should be another fun
and exciting week.  Now, let's hope for some good flying weather and a little less
hot/humid weather.   Meika and I are planning to come out to the Classic some time
during the week.  I'm looking forward to seeing everyone again.  

The 4th of July holiday is just a week away.  I hope every get to spend time with
family and friends.

We can not forget the folks who are serving our country right now.   Have a safe
4th of July.

Well, need to finish up my article here.   The Radcliff bank is just about ready to
open and it looks like several people are in need of some banking.   Hope this finds
everyone doing well.   

Take care,
Sandy Drake
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