July - August, 2005

Maiden Voyage Column

At the May BOI meeting a motion was made & passed to
initiate a “Maiden Voyage Column” - to memorialize
mai den voyageflights. Everyonewho hasa Maiden voyage-
new balloon, new used balloon, new pilot, new rider, new
crew, etc is welcome to write an article for the newdl etter.
An amendment to the motion was added that a penalty of 1
kegto beprovidedtotheclubif noarticleisprovided within
2 editions. So, hereisthefirst articlein this new column:

Patti Todden, Nevada, |A

To al of you who have known me for many years—and
others—thisisastory along time coming. March 3, 2005,
| compl eted thetraining (successfully) for my privatelicense
for Hot Air Balloon.

Shortly after returning from New Mexico, we ordered my
new balloon. The design wasonel haveenvisioned sincemy
first ride back intheearly 80’sin Ottumwa. A new ideawas
the cat, since | am very much a cat lover. (The
pattern with the manufacturer is now “Patti cat”)
Also, the main color was changed from blue to
yellow, as it is a happier, brighter and good to
glow color. Now if | could just get dodge to
make ayellow van....... | have had a particular
name in mind, just in case, but when | saw the
first picture of the finished balloon, | said to
myself, “My dream has cometrue”, SO, “Petti’s
Dream”, happened.

June 1st, We picked up the balloon from Bill,
Louise and Phil, and headed home with a BIG
smile on my face. Then, lousy weather and other
pre-made plans happened.

June 16th, A great calm evening, the crew wascalled and we
took the balloon west of the house and finally got to take it
out of thebag. Wegot it inflated — along with lots of sandy
soil — and tethered for awhile. It really did rise nicely for

June 18th—5:30 a.m.—thecrew arrived, pibal goesup—and
the time has come for the maiden flight of “Patti’s Dream”.
We go south to find a spot to carry us back to the home
place. That spot was the new aquatic park in Nevada. The
sky was beautifully clear and winds calm. | had to make a

potty break - age or excitement. Good thing McDonaldswas

Patti's Dream

just across the way... The balloon was laid out, fans started
and my stomach was aflutter with butterflies. This was a
day | had waited for, for nearly 25 years..

All went smooth and the balloon set up. MY BALLOON!!
With ME under the burner...Everything was ready, | was
ready, Richard was ready, | took a drink of water, the tie
down was released and UP, UP and away | went. 6:40a.m.
| was sure to let anyone within earshot know that this was
my first flight in MY new balloon. The feeling had to be
close to having a baby; a milestone | never got to know.

The chase crew got smaller and Nevada and Story County
spread out below. There was a dlight NE drift, and then it
turned due north. The lower turned west, which was great
as | was going over power lines and wanted to come down
and skim the fields toward west a bit. The crew was now
coming up the gravel road below. | radioed Richard to be
sure he was getting pictures. Uh—no camera in the

to the house and get one since | would bethere
for awhile. About then as| was descending, a
horse ran out of a barn ahead and was skittish,
so | heated and rose way above, whichiswhere
thewindsweregoing east. So much for ground
tracking today. The crew was back with me
and | asked for another pi-ball so| could check
the lower winds as| was starting to think about
landing. Guess what..no one could tie the
balloon and | was past them by now. No big
deal, | needed to get over the next set of power
lines before landing anyway. Then the left was
gone so on up the road we went. By now a
neighbor farmer had rushed across the miles to watch and
joininthefun. He said he passed a county policeman sitting
a an intersection; doing close to 100, or so it seemed, but
another neighbor that was watching called him and let him
know the police car was still sitting and not following. Bill
was as excited as anyone when he was there as | landed,
8:10a m. and they all came out to help
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Letter from President Melka

Hello to all my friends!

I’m writing this on the 4th of July, and feeling very patriotic. | heard Mom and
Dad talking about how fortunate we are to live in the USA. We can plant almost
any crop we want, can fly a hot air balloon nearly anywhere and can belong to
organizationsthat have secret handshakes. (Cousin Bill hasbeentryingtoteachme
one).

Onceagain, I’m disappointed that | couldn’t go to the Carlisle parade. Dad stayed
home with methisyear to guard thefarm, but | suspect it had something to do with
the morning rain.

The4thisawonderful timefor family. The Balloonport and pool had alot of BOI
friends stopping to visit throughout the day. Thisis not an official BOI event so
| had no Presidential dutiesto perform. Actualy, | had a great afternoon nap. Early
evening we saw one balloon on the horizon, but couldn’t identify whoit was. This
year | stayed up for the galafireworksdisplay. Wow, it’salmost asgood asamass
ascension.

The year isnow half over, and the Classic will soon be here. | hope many of you
will stop by the Balloonport to visit, or to just find an envelope bag to lay on for
agood nap. Let’sall look forward to great weather, and of greatest importance, be
sure to:

Fly Safely,
Meika

Letter from Vice-President Sandy

By now, balloon rallies are going strong. Many have attended Waterloo, Galena,
Ottumwa, Clinton, Madison and many others. Hopefully, everyone has gotten
someflightsin. Will be looking forward to reading many of the reviews and seeing
photos from these events.

TheNational Balloon Classicisfast approaching aswell. From what | have heard,
the 2005 Community State Bank National Balloon Classic should be another fun
and exciting week. Now, let's hope for some good flying weather and alittle less
hot/humid weather. Meikaand | are planning to come out to the Classic some time
during the week. I'm looking forward to seeing everyone again.

The 4th of July holiday isjust aweek away. | hope every get to spend time with
family and friends.

We can not forget the folks who are serving our country right now. Have asafe
4th of July.

WEell, need to finish up my article here. The Radcliff bank isjust about ready to
openand it lookslike several peoplearein need of somebanking. Hope thisfinds
everyone doing well.

Take care,
Sandy Drake
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We never rest
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810 Salisbury Rd. Statesville, NC 28677
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NORIRI

Balloonist Special

From: Norris Automotive, Inc

Just 1like you plan for your
flight, you must plan for
your vehicles travels as
well!! Don't Tet unnecessary
break downs ruin you balloon
flight.

Schedule an appointment for
a $14.95 o0il change service
| with a full vehicle inspec-

tion.

Don't forget about those bal-
loon Trailers either! Norris
Automotive can service your

trailers also..

Of course 1if you do bhreak-
down, we have you covered!!
We will get you back on the
road as quickly as possible.

N OI;I;I f
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Maiden Voyage Column (continued from page 1)

pack up and load up. Heisthe President of the new Lincolnway
Energy ethanol project and gave us permission for severa other
good landing / take of f spots, providing we call him so he can come
watch and help. | landed just about ¥2 mile east of our house
instead of west | had hoped for. Total flight 6 miles.

Richard needed to get on to farm work, so my crew, Kari and
Travisand | went into Nevadafor breakfast. | had agreat Alaskan
waffle (Belgian waffle topped with fresh strawberries and ice
cream with whipped cream, too). Of course...... what a great

I took lunch to Richard in the field and then went on into Amesto
develop the digital shots Richard took and turn in the roll | had
taken along the flight...I pulled the trailer along with balloon to
show off and was fun telling all about my morning....

By now my energy level had dropped drastically, so | headed back
homeand put it all away and took along nap..The only low part of
this all was my folks didn’t get to see the first flight, but when
Mother heard how high | had gone, she was glad she
didn’t..hahhaa...She will be my first passenger when the time is
right and maybe she will get to see it wasn’t so high.

My day was awesome and looking forward to my 2nd plus many,
many, more flights in Patti’s Dream. A real dream come

I want to send very BIG thanks to al who helped with this
happening:

® Raphand Donnafor my first balloon and the trips Ral ph made
up to the farm for training flights.

® Bill Griffin for letting me crew and pick up pointersand for a
couple flying lessons along the way.

® John Jensen for coming by one evening and giving memy first
official lesson on how to's.

® Brian Freeman, who started it al for me...

® The many Club members who encouraged me along the way,
those were great helps.

® Dave Smith who gave me the training in Rio Rancho, New
Mexico .

® Ray Bair, FAA, who tested and passed me for my licensein
New Mexico.

® Bill and L ouise Clemonsfor building abeautiful balloon, along
with Phil Gray who was there when | had my first ride many
years ago.

® And most of al, | can't say a big enough thanks to Richard
Swanson, my guy, for all of his support and financing of this
wonderful dream he made come true.

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANKYOU THANK YOU
AND THANKS AGAIN........ Patti T.
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Happy
August Birthdays:
Mendi Borts 8-2
Todd Netley 8-2
Amy Williams 8-2
Jen Nordhagen 8-3
Jena Erger 8-3
Al Apppenzeller 84
LeRoy Clair 8-4
Matt Fenster 84
Christine Clemons 8-4
Kathy Schmidt 8-5
Carla Brinker 8-5
Jesse Smith 8-5
Jenny Bridgewater 8-5
Dan Bertsch 8-6
Gary Fouche 8-8
LaVernaEdmister 8-8
Alex Oponski 8-8
Mark Fisher 8-9
Elizabeth Stefani  8-12
Sarah Stefani 8-12
Michelle Craig 8-13
Sharon Foltz 8-14
Terry Garrett 8-15
Mike Blevins 8-15
Pam Hadley 8-16
CynthiaNutting  8-16
Sheelagh Owen 8-16
Ariel Williams 8-16
Allison Hade 8-17
Jon Danielson 8-19
Paul Schneider 8-21
Jeff Bridgewater  8-21
Emilee Norris 8-21
James Thompson  8-23
Katie Mitchell 8-26
Eric Kennedy 8-27
Julie Ricke 8-27
Brandon Pieper 8-28
Deb Nollen 8-31

Birthday

September Birthdays:

Monica Thompson 9-2

Nathan Ziino 9-4

Thad Bloom 9-4

CorrinClemons 94

Caitlyn Clair 9-5

Celsey Clair 9-5

Bill Spondler 9-5

Wendi Anderson  9-6

Hailey Schmidt 9-7

Tedd Maxfield 9-8

Joel Worthington  9-9

Ron Nollen 9-9

Steve Jones 9-10
Mark Harris 9-11
Georgia Oakes 9-11
MelindaWorthington  9-12
Michael Hadley  9-13
Cathy Clair 9-14
Eric Brown 9-16
Bailey Marhoun  9-16
Karin Riepe 9-18
Adena Worthington 9-19
Anna Schirn 9-20
Becky Wigeland  9-20
TriciaKruse 9-20
Cory Lamb 9-20
Gerald Conklin 9-21
Raobert Nutting, Sr. 9-22
Carolyn Holland  9-23
Eric Carlton 9-24
Alyssa Craven 9-24
Wayne Wasson 9-24
Brian Seymour 9-25
Teresa Purdy 9-26
Rita Fromm 9-26
Gil Wigeland 9-27
Dan Corhin 9-27
Jason Jones 9-27
Madison Rubin 9-28
Jeremy Rubin 9-28
Mike Reinert 9-30
Michele Corbin 9-30
Tiffany Anderson 9-30
Jennifer Delaney  9-30
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Dear Balloonists,

| am writing to invite any and al of you to
our first ballooning experience to be held
in conjunction with our city's annua
celebration, "Old SOD Days”, September
16-18, 2005. Our celebration includes a
car show, softball tournaments, kids
games, variety show, photo contest,
parade, lunch stands, pancake breakfast,
livemusic, etc. Prairie's Edge Casino near
Granite Falls, MN will be helping to
sponsor this event which we hope will put
the excitement back into our annua
celebration. (Belview is a small
community in southwestern Minnesota
situated between two casinos and a
gateway to the beautiful Minnesota River

valley.)

Our plan is to get a commitment from at
least five balloonists by August 1, so
accommodations can be made and
sponsors set up for each balloon - more
would be very welcome! If you have any
ideas or suggestionsto help thisevent "get
off the ground" please contact Mayor
Marlo Sander at kimarlo@redred.com or
call 507-938-4140 assoon aspossible. We
want this event to happen! Please share
this information with anyone who may be
interested.

Hope to hear from you soon,

Marlo
Congratulations

v Jeremy King received his Private
license May 20, 2005

v Brylee Suezanne Anderson, born May
17th 7Ib 100z 19 %' long. She is
excited for her first National Balloon
Classic (hopefully by then she will not
cry when she hears the burner).

v Bob & Penny Pieper have received
their new balloon - tentatively named
“Hiegvergniigen”

v Patti Todden has received her new
balloon - “Patti’s Dream”

v Rich Jaworski has received a new
balloon. Rumor has it that Rich's new
balloon is not red and white, but
instead white and red.

Touch & Go

From John Jensen: ——————

G58 HWY

Here is a NEW
shaded PZ east Of | |wuww ‘
Milo - new because |2 £

of NEW Livestock. i
We have added this [,

|

w ..JI
to the upcoming | : < 2
event map. ; 5 Bl

Happy Anniversary

Tom & Julie Ricke 8-4 Allan & Mandy Keller 9-4
Fred & Judy Schoening 8-5 Aaron & Amy Foelske 9-5
Jerry & Rosa Tierman 8-9 Marv & Joyce Blevins 9-8
Paul & Vaerie Craven 8-13 Rob & ErikaNutting 9-20
Dan & Jeanne Wiley 8-14 Bob & Penny Pieper 9-25

Mike & Julie Herman 8-24
Al & Mel Appenzeller 8-26
Wyman & Mendi Borts 8-27

TheWay It Was

25 yearsago in BOI History:

%  8-80 Nationals: Two gas balloons piloted by Maxie Anderson and Joe
Kittenger launched Sunday 8-3 from Indianola. Mr. Anderson was forced
to land in alake in Wisconsin during a thunderstorm. Mr. Kittenger
landed safely in Rio, Wisconsin. They were among 8 gas balloons in
Indianolathis week for the first-ever gas balloon race. Six gas balloons
launched Tuesday 8-5. These 6 pilots were: Dewey Reinhart, Fred Hyde,
Dave Medema, Bob Penny, Ed Yost and Don Piccard; Steve Jones of
Texas wasfirst place in the Nationals.

20 yearsagoin BOI History:

% July 1985 — Rob competed in  World Championship in Battle Creek,

Michigan

% 1985 Nationals: Shapes— Tony the Tiger & Uncle Sam; New Director —
Nick Saum of Golden, Colorado; #1— Al Nels. #2 — Bruce Comstock, #3
— Ed Bowles, #4 — Rob Bartholomew, #6 — Jim Thompson.

% 7-21-1985 Dennis Firestone received his Commercia license.

% 7-27-1985 Bill Clemons received his Private license.

15yearsagoin BOI History:

% 1990 National Balloon Classic: Baloonmeister — Jim Christiansen;
Special shapes — Sinclair Dinosaur and Hog Heaven; Winner — Jim
Thompson

#* 8-31-1990 Mike Reinert received his Commercial license

10 yearsagoin BOI History:

% 7/10/95 — Benji Clemons received his private pilots license on his 16th
Birthday.

% 7/14-16/95 Ottumwa: 19th Annual; 35 pilots; 2 flights. #1 Dave Talant
#2 Pat Fogue #3 Mike Hadley. Sherry Allsup presented with an award
for 18 years of flying in Ottumwa
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*

7/22-23/95 Grinnell - 12th Annual - 14 balloons.

Balloonmeister - Jeff Holmes; 2 flights;, #1 Dennis

Firestone #2 Terry McGonegle #3 Paul Randleman

Mark Weeksis new BOI “Touch & Go” Editor

7-22-95 Joe Thompson & Monica Fromm married

July 23 — Weatherman’sflight — 10 balloons flew from

the Golf & Country Club.

July 25 — Media flight across DM — Bill Griffin, Rob

Bartholomew, Jim Fromm — flew from 52nd & Grand,

WDM to Altoona/Bondurant area.

% 1995 Classic: Winner - Jay Holcomb #2 Ron Nollen#3
Mike Reinert; Crew of the year award to Jill Rubin's
crew; Specia shapes— Polar Bear.

% 1995 Mini-Nationals — Sunday, August 6.
Balloonmeister — Jason Jones. Weather not flyable, but
other activities held. The first annua “Sherry & Red
CB Toss” was held — Sherry tossed the base of the CB,
Red tossed the mic to try to get it as close to the base
aspossible. All crew chiefsthentried to tossthe mic to
thetarget. Mike Van Hamme was the winner — thus his
pilot - Bill Griffin was crowned next year’s
Balloonmeister. After the competition, asurprise going
away party was held for Sherry & Red Allsup. A
celebration was a so held for the famous chase vehicle
known as the PIG WAGON - its 20th birthday

% 8/18-27/95 Nationas — Columbia, MO — BOI’s Rob
Bartholomew 13th place. Gary Miklus 5th place in the
Fiesta division. #1 Pat Cannon, #2 Harold Cliver, #3
John Petrehn.

5yearsago in BOI History:

#* USNationals canceled - Rantoul defaulted on contract

*  Weatherman'sflight - 15 balloons, 2 weathermen

* Flight over Des Moines: 10 balloons launched from
Brody Middle School & flew over DM, with reporters
from WHO giving live broadcasts from the air; Pilots
flying: Rob Bartholomew, Brad Craig, Jm Gebhart,
Bill Griffin, Mark Harris, Gerald Knoll, Scott Moon,
Jill Rubin, Brian Seymour & Eric Young.

# 2000 National Baloon Classic: Balloonmeister Dick
Drake, Assistant - John Johnson; New space shuttle
balloon made maiden flight; other shapes- Champagne
Bottle, Oggy, Purple People Eater, Whopper, Cheshire
Cat & Sinclair Dinosaur; 1st - Maury Petrehn, 2nd -
Rob Bartholomew, 3rd - Dave Edmister; Donna &
Ralph Rieck received the John Russell award; Tom
Ricke - New Competitor of the Year.

#* August 20, 2000 BOI Meseting: Motion made to

purchase new hats for the board & founding fathers;

New members John & Tracy Jensen introduced.

8-26-2000 Tom Klitz received his Private license.

Lighter Than Air Balloon Fair - Council Bluffs: no

flights, one glow

Ok X

* %

Touch & Go

Calendar of Events

July 17 6:30 p.m. BOlI member ship meeting, Balloonport,
Carlide, 1A

July 23-29 BFA Nationals, Anderson, SC

July 25 Flight over Des M oines Contact Jim Gebhart 515
961-6042 or Al Appenzeller 515 961-4429.

July 29 - August 6 National Balloon Classic Contact
Classic office at 1-800-FLYIOWA or

August 19-21 Lighter Than Air Balloon Affair Council
Bluffs, IA Contact Stacy Kirchert 712 325-3257

August 21 6:30 p.m. BOI membership meeting,
Balloonport, Carlisle, |A

Sept 2-5 Great Pershing Balloon Der by Brookfield, MO.
Contact Sherry Techau 660 258-5290 or
rstechau@shighway.com

Sept 9th/11th 30th Great Plains Balloon Club Annual
Huff’N Puff Balloon Rally, Topeka,KS. Contact:
Karl H. Fruendt (785)554-2003.

September 16-18 SW | owa Pro Balloon Race Creston, 1A.
Contact Rob Bartholomew 515 989-3708

September 16-18 Old SOD Days, Belview, MN. See
Invitation - page 6

September 18 6:30 p.m. BOI membership meeting,
Balloonport, Carlidle, |A

September 30 - October 9 Albuquerque International
Balloon Fiesta Albuquerque, NM

October 15 Jill Rubin memorial Flight

October 16, 2005 6:30 p.m. BOlI membership meeting,
Balloonport, Carlisle, |A

October 29 BOI Halloween Party Balloonport, Carlisle, 1A

November 20 6:30 p.m. BOlI membership meeting,
Balloonport, Carlisle, |A

2006 BOI Events:
February 18-19, 2006 BOI Ground School
March 18, 2006 BOI St. Patrick’s Day Party
April 29, 2006 BOI Odeto Spring
October 28, 2006 BOI Halloween Part

Nebraska Balloon Club new web site:
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http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com
http://www.huff-n-puff.org
http://home.alltel.net/hotair

Connie Austin Christensen
Vichy, MO

ConnieAustin Christensen wasborn June 28,
1948, in Doylestown, PA to George and
Beatrice Bechtold. Connie died August 30,
2004 in St. James, MO, following a long
battle with cancer.

Thanks to all who helped with the

4™ of July parades

to promote the Classic!

After graduating from high school and junior
college in Phoenix, AZ, Connie worked for
the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce and then
as Executive Administrator at AG
Communications for many years. Connie moved to Vichy, MO,
in 1997 and enjoyed planting many flowers on their acreage.

An avid hot air balloon pilot, Connie loved coming to Indianola
where she made many friends and spent many hours volunteering
for the National Balloon Classic. Sheis survived by her husband,
Jm Christensen of Vichy, MO; daughter Ann Austin and
grandson, John John, of Phoenix; her father, George Bechtold of

Tucson, AZ; and sisters Janet Bell of Bakersfield, CA, and Penny ; -
Cook of Flagstaff, AZ. Shewas preceded in death by her mother, Scott Moon & crew after
d

Bestrice Bechtold. the WDM 4th of July p

A memoria servicewill be held Monday, August 1, 2005, at 2:00
at Farmers Chapel United Methodist Church located northeast of
Indianola.

ara

o

.

SR

Memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society or the
Nationa Balloon Classic.

I nflation of
the Channel
Champ

On May 23, Ed
Yost, Orv Olivier
& members of the
SF Balloon Club

inflated & Ed making some modifications
tethered the to the burner
Channel Champ -

the balloon that
Ed Y ost flew over
the English
Channel April 13,
1963. Photos by
Mark Meier.

CalkRAL CHAMR 1 Ay m':“la‘}a

I E ' sit the Gﬂndﬂla
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Spectators of all species ejyai
the balloons

Photos by Carla Brinker & Carol Harris

Galena

Photos by Mark Weeks
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Sioux Falls

Photos by Brad Temeyer
& Mark Meier

I want one of these!
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